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ADVEIiTiSEMENT. 

' f|^RVA^''0 COLLEGE LmCAWr 

TliE following Letters are hot arrafigj*' 
ed under the form of a regular Correfpond^ 
ence; for they were not written in that orders 
Many intervening letters are lofi.— ^Maily 
of thefe, were without date, and the dates ot 
others were fo obliterated, as to be unintelligU 
ble. -^It therefore appeared inexpedient, ta 
ilate any of theih ; they werfe, ho^rever, writ- 
ten, between the years 1740, and 1779* 

They were written in the confidence of 
f riendfliip, Without a fufpicibn of tKeir ever 
ap4>earing in public— Many more might 
have been added, had not the price been 
flated f6 tew, in the PfopofalS. 

Th^y expea not the attfention of the 
Learned, nor the notice of the Gayi — If 
they obtain the approbation of the Pious ; 
iind, in any degree, promote the Redeemer's 
Iriterei^ ; the end of their publication will 
be anfwered* 

Jttt^port^ i4tb July, 1807. 
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FAMILIAR LETTERS. 



LETTER I. 

Frmk Mrs. 0. to Miss S A. 

My very dear and lovely friend^ 

S I cannot pay you a perfonal vifft» 
Imuftbcg your acceptance of a 
fliort one from my pen^ juft to tell you, my 
heart is with you, and atfo to^ call upon you, 
to praife God, with, and for me. God bath 
graciouily appeared for me this day, in his 
jboufe, and at his table; notwithftanding all 
my unbelieving fears f Oh, my friend, truft, 
love, and live upon, this good, and £iithful 
God ; and pray for me, that I may conllantly 
do fo too. I long to know how you do, in 
this trying time. 1 hope your precious foulv 
is fwallowcd up in the God of ordinances; 
while, for wife and holy ends, you are at 
prefent detamed from God's houfel The 
i ord prefcrve you from any murmurings,and 
enable you patiently to fubrait to his bicffed 
wilt, at all times. If you are able, let me 
hear from you, by a line or two, which will 
be very grateful to, 

Tour sincere friend^ 
§. OSBOMN. 
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LETTER IT. 

From Miss S.A. to Mrs. O. 

My "very dear friend^ 

Yours, I laft night received, which was 
like cold water to a thirfly loul ! It did re-, 
frefh my foul, to think, that I, unworthy I, 
/was in your thoughts, and on your heart, 
M^hen you was taken near your God ! I truft 
it has raifed my love to my Hedeemer, that 
,lie was pleafed to manifeft himfelf to you. 

Oh, my friend, furely I love and honor my 
glorious Saviour, for any difplays of his pow- ' 
er and grace, though they be not diredUy 
ynade to me ; yet, if Jefus be glorified in his 
faints, I rejoice, and thereby am made a par- 
taker of their joys ! Oh, let my infinitely 
glorious God be magnified and exalted, and 
1 am delighted, yea even ravifhed I It is 
well, infinitely trell, though I was denied the 
happy privilege of meeting God in hrs hoijfe, ^ 
and at his table. — My fpirits funk within me, 
while, in tbpugbt^ 1 viewed the table fpread, 
the guefts invited, ^nd a happy few permitted 
to lean on the breaft af Jefus, while at fupper, 
and hear him faying unto them, Eat, O 
friends, drink, yea drink abundantly, O be- 
loved ; but 7, Ihut out, not fuffered to tafte 
the children's bread ! My foul melted iuta 



rAKILIAR LEITSBS. 5 

heavinefs ! I had prayed, waited, and hoped, 
there to meet my- God ; avid the denial was, 
and ftill is, afFetling and afilifting, but I for- 
bear !. God is jull and holy, 1 am fmful, and 
unworthy ! Yet I rejoice for you, and more, 
that the divine perfe£lions are glorioufly dif- 
playcd ! But, O my dear, were you thus 
highly- favoured, by the King of k'ngs ! the 
eternal Jehovah! Did this pure, this holy- 
Being, permit you to draw ne^ar to him, and 
even take you near him ! Oh, why ? Lord, 
what is man, that thou art mindful of him ! 
Verily the contemplation, and enjoyment of 
God, is the higheft dignity of human caprci- 
ty ! Oh, here, my thoi^ghts are loft, in 
wonder, love, and adoration ! What, man, 
fallen, guilty man, to be thus highly-favour- 
ed ! To be raifed to know, and enjoy, this 
infinite, felf-fufEcient God — a Being, who is 
indeed his. own infinite delight and happi- 
nefs, the portion, reft, and delight, oi finite 
creatures 1 O infinite grace, and love ! And 
did He; who is^'tbe high and lofty one, who 
in&abiteth eternity, condefcend to inanifefc 
himfeif to you ! Shall not this, fix your 
heart forever, in admiration, love and grati- 
tude, fo God the Father, Son, and IlolySpi- 
rit, who all engaged in this work for you t 
O, my dear friend, be grateful, be thankful, 
be humble, be holy, and joyful. And though 
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you may not flay on the mount, to build taber- 
iiacles,ycttakeJefusdown with you! Ch,now 
take care, you dp not lofe fight of him, whom 
you lately favy by faith, and faw him infinite- 
ly lovely, and defirable ; for fo, I am fure, he 
appeared to you if you faw him at all ; cither 
what he is la himfelf, or what he is to 
you. 

Oh, my friend, I am jealous over you, I 
truft with a godly jealoufy, left you let 
Satan, the world, or your own heart, caufc 
him to wijhdraw ! God is infiniiely good 
and gracious, but he is Lord of lords, 
and a glorious Sovereign ! He will not 
always bear with the affronts and indig. 
nitles, which we offer him. Though he bear 
much, and long, yet, abufed love and mer- 
cies, will let us fee, it is an evil and bitter 
thing, to depart from the living God ! But 
why do I thus write ? Can my friend forget, 
or flight, that loving-kindnefs which is better 
than life : Can (he flight -^ Saviour's love 
and grace ? Can ihe ever revolt any more ! 
Can fhe bj fo unthankful, as pradlically to 
fay, his frowns are as good as h'^s fmiles ? 
Can Ihe ever forget her late fears, aflcl hear 
the Prince of Peace fpeak pardon ; or, Caa 
flie forget her own folemn vows, and penitent 
reflections ! Will fhe forfwear herfelf and re- 
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traa, furely no ! But I mull have done, I 
. am quite fpcnt, yet am, ' 

S. ANTHONY. 

LETTER IIL 

From Mrs. O. to Mm & A. 

My dear Sy 

I have been once, and again, refrefhed 
by your dear letter ; and define that we may, 
by affifting grace, endeavour to keep up this 
way of converfing together ; the Lord make 
it effeftual, for the quickening and reviving 
our fouls. 

I have of late, Jjcen unc\er diftreffing 
fears, that I Ihall, one day, IJfe left fo to my- 
felf, as to fall foully, if not finally, into fin, 
to the great diflionor of my profelfion, and 
•wounding of my own foul ! I thought, I tad 
reafon to fear it, from my ilothfulnefs, in fe- 

* x:ret duties, where 1 believe, generally, apofia- 
cy begins. But behold, while I laid, my 
*' foot flippcth,'* Ihe raiercy of my God held 
me ua! And inftead of leaving me to re- 
volt more and more, he hath returned, in hi^ 

, quickening, fanftifying, and comfortino: in- 
. influences, and conftrains me to adore him, as 
a faithful God, who, I now believe, will never 
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leave nor forfakc me. Now I can fet up my 
cbenezer again, for hitherto the Lord hath 
helped me. I am oi your opinion, that it is 
a ftratagem of Satan, which keeps us ponder- 
ing fo much on the vilenefs of our own hearts, 
as to hinder us from delighting, and rejoicing, 
in our glorious Mediator! Few, I believe, 
have been more overcome in this way, than I. 
But through the goodnefs of my God, I am 
more at liberty ! And is it thus my dear, are 
we befet with fnares on every fide ? Arc the 
righteous fcarcely faved? and are we, among 
the happy few, who have entered the ftrait 
gate, and are walking the narrow way, to life 
eternal ! Wh^t obligations are we ^nder» to 
love, pratfe, admire, and adore ! Oh, let us 
not IcAve all thi$, to do in, eternity; but let 
us now in tffiie, begin that bleft employ- 
ment, which in eternity i^aU never end ! 

When I began to write, ray heart was fill- 
ed as with new wine, and wanted vent ; but 
my pain, <A)liges me to break off abruptly.~- 
Let us be looking forward, to the great Cap- 
•tain of our falvation ; who will, I truft, bring 
«s at Uft, tp the enjoyment of hirafelf. whic^i 
ihe irtiHoft ,we ^an 4efirc. w 

Z^urSf in the bonds of friendships 

&. OSBOBN. 
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LETTER IV. 

From Mrs. 0. to Miss S.Ai 

My dear S. 

Through the hurry and confufion of my 
mind yefterday, I did not feem to take proper 
notice of that wiiich fo nearly concerned, and 
tou^ched your heart fo tenderly ; yet it has 
ever fince, lain near my .heart. 

And does it appear to you ray dear, that Pro- 
evidence is now as it were, calling you to refign 
your mpft dear enjoyments ; to give up your 
Ijeloved Ifaac, your beloved retirement ? poet 
reafon tell you, that yoiir way h fo hedged up» 
it is impoflible for you to enjgy^ it under fueh 
circumftances as Providence is about to place 
you in ? Now endeavour to exerclfe an A- 
braham*s faith, and hope, againft hope ! You 
will furely find the Ram, caught in the thick- 
et : God will provide himfelf an acceptable 
facrificc. Your covenant God, who hath fo 
often caufed light to fpring out of darknefs 
•to you, will nqt leave you dellitute now, of 
the eijoyment.of himfelf. No, iio. He will 
find out ways^ and jneans, to bring you nigh 
to himfelf, awd will refreih your precious foul ! 
Remember, Avith God, all things are poffiblei ^ 
iteneWrQiily cad all your care on him, who 
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careth for you ; yea call this, with all your 
heavy burdens on him, he will furely fuftain 
you. Look on your dear and lovely Saviour, 
whom you have received with all his bene- 
fits ; your glorious ^^^g* who continually 
fways his royal fceptre, and orders all things 
for his own glory, and your good. Look on 
your dear indulgent Father, through him, 
and think, whether he will deny you any 
thing you afk, in the name of Chrift, when 
confiftent with his glory, furely he will not, 
therefore leave all with him, by venturefome 
believing, and all Ihall be well. He will ne- 
ver leave nor forfake you. ^ And 1 believe, 
you may depend upon it, that wheu God can- 
not find out ways to bring you near to him 
here, he will foon take you to himfelf, and 
fatisfy your longing foul with full fruition.— 
Time fails, acfcept tfeis with dear love, from 

. TourSf in the strongest bonds, 

S. O. 

LETTER V. 

From Miss S. A. to Mrs.- 0. 

My "ocry dear J and constant friend^ • 

When the bridegroom is abfent, Ihall 
not the children of the bride-chamber fast^ 
as well as pray ? A paffag^ in your prayer, 



^n Friday, viz. that we were now called to * 
this, ftruck me ; and has continued with me. 
1 once could praflice this, without going from 
home ; but it is otherwife with me now, for 
want of room.. 

It has been fuggcfted'-*o my mind, to 
propofe one thing tQjf^n ; but the fear of 
ftraitening you, hath prevented me ! I will, * • • 
however, juft mention it. I knO^vyou will 
be as forward as I, if your circumftances 
will admit ; it is this. To fet apart one whole 
day, for folemn falling and prayer* and let the 
whole fociety join; I wifli you to confider of - 
it until Wednefday evening, that if you ap- 
prove, and Providence permit, it may be on 
Friday next, and thus begin the New- Year, 
I do not defire to crowd upon you, but do 
not let Satan call diiiculties in your way, as 
he 49^s in mine ; for who knoweth, but our 
God will be, with us, and yet caufe us to glo- 
rify him, and thus avenge us of our adverfa- 
ries ! Oh, may we feek the Lord, who hideth 
himfelf from the houfe of Jacob 1 And if we 
gain no more, than an encouragement to 
bold on feeking him, We Ihall furelji find our 
accouft in it; for he wiM come, and will not 
tarry. Oh, it is a time of great difcourage- 
ment ; and who can tell, whether we are 
come to the darkeft time of the night ? I fear 
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not, not do we know how long the night will 
laft \ I know the day will cpme ; but faith 
and patience will be neceffary, to wait for 
the dawn ! 

Tours^ in ibe Jirmest bonds, 

S. A. 

Obseroarion. BleflW be thou of the Lord, 
and bleffed be thine advice ! This was 
before the beginning of our folemn Fall, • Ja- 
HAjary i, 1762. S. O. 



LETTER VL 

From Miss S. A, to Mrs. 0. 

My "oery dear Jricnd, 

In the midft of a multiplicity of bufinefs 
and company, I take my pen to write you a 
hafty line. I heard, by a line from Mifs M. 
that you h^ld been called tcrgive up your dear 
little Susan ;* and while 1 tenderly fait for 
you, and fympalhizfed with you, 1 fixed upon 
it, that the Lord had need of it. I concluded 
it did, and would call up yoiir attention ; and" 
perhaps^he Lord had mofe important, hono- 
rable fcrvioe, for ayld difciple, in tlRs time 
of peculiar trial, when all his faithful fervjmts 

* A grind cUild of Mr. Oibornc's, who was nimed for 
idtrs S. A. 
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were required to repair^ or ftrcngth^n the 
bands of the repairers^ of the houfe of our 
God !* WMle the dear babe lived, I viewed 
it as growing up in the church of God, and 
much, more than fupplying our places : But 
when dead, I thought, perhaps this young 
plant, would have drawn too much fap from 
that fpreading, yet aged oak, and fo eclipfe 
her beauty, mar her importance, and Weaken 
at leaft, her Ihady influence. Here I had 
plcafure in yiewing this Providence, as an 
cxpreffion of th^ high value and importance 
in which the dear Redeemer held the fervices 
and rewards of his dear child. May the all- 
fufficient Jehovah be prcfent, and encircle 
you in his everlafting arms of mercy ! 

I am, with most sefisib/e affeBioriy 

Tour constant friend^ 

S A. 

' * The/ were repairing the Meetingr.Houfe, after the war. 



LETTER, VII. ^ 

From the same y to Mrs*0. vjrittcn in Boston. 

]My ((ear Jriend^ 

I wrote vou fome time ago, in anfwcr to 
B 



# 
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yours ; if you have received it, I truft yoit 
will biefs Cod for, and with me. 

lam often eonverling with you in my mind, 
about home^ our everlasting home I mean, that 
dear world above, where Jefus, our Emmanuel 
dwells, and where I hope we fliatt be ere long^ 
Come, Lord Jefus, O, come ^ickly ! Amidft 
all the' fati&fadtion and pleafiires which I find, 
hefe, I wifii and long, for the bleflcd vifion, 
and fruition of my Godl , Oh, what can eartk 
afford my thirfly foul, equal lo this ? Verily 
nothing ! I \rould contemn*all its imaginary 
delights : It is, God, the infinite, ielf-fuffi^ 
cient, all-fufficient God afone, can make me 
happy ! I will have no other good, as my 
chofen portion! I triift I have made my 
choice, a choice never to be re-called t Re- 
thinks I have no home, but in God ; and here 
I will take up my refidenpe, my fafe repofe 
forever f Say my friend, may I not ? Me- 
thinks^I hear your fwect elevated reply, while 
faith renews its^afting, and love is ravilhed 
with the divine pcrfeftions, '' Thefe are the 
very fentiments of my foul T* Surely there 
is nothing vvorth our living fw, but the glo^ 
rilying and enjo][fcig of God. O then^ what 
tranfport and delight, wMl heaven* afford. — 
There, the happy fouls are put beyond all 
poffibiljty of dilbonouring God I Yea they 
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are aftually put into-the^ highcff capacity of 
glorifying him! What pure, twhat facred^ 
fincere, and undiilembled praifes> witL tbey 
fing, among the innumerable multitude r- 
while they aferibe glory and honor to God*. 
and to the Lamb I There, the thirfty foul 
fliall be fatisfied in the full enjoyment of bim^ 
who is iiis own infinite delight. But what: 
' ean a mortal j finite worm fay of this, only 
that it is the enjoyment of infifjitc goed !— 
Here I lofe all conception, and- believe anct 
admire, what I cannot fathom! It h infinite^ 
and canncrt be fully reached by a finite mind ; 
yet bleflcd be God, we, even we-, in this dif- 
tant land ; may contemplate and adore thofe^ 
tranfporting glories ! Oh, do nof our hearts^ 
burn within us with gratitude and love, while 
we view by hiih; the dirine^ perfections ; and 
believe this God, to be our reconciled friend 
and Father, our covenant God ; and everlaft- 
kig portion I O, what unfpeakable plealure 
and delight, flow fromthe thought, of the near 
union which fuWrAsb^tweea^Chrift and be* 
liever^.^ And. are. we thus^ united, to thc^ 
bleffed God ?. I et us walk worthy our divine^ 
privilege, behave ^s members., of his:, body. 
— What light and life, v/Eat peace of con- 
fcience, joy in the Holy Ghoft, iner^fe of 
graces perfev«rance to the end wil^^etetmaK 
gloryy. rcfult (wm^ this wioa-U A»d HialU 
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we not improve thefe glorious advantages ta 
glorify God, and exalt the dear Redeemer, la 
the eyes of the world f C;h how did he dig- 
111 fy our nature when he took it on himfelf, 
and how doth he ennoble and zdv^ncM it, . 
when he raifes us ta the dignity of fons and 
daughters of C^od ! i\re %ve^ degenerate fall- 
en creatures, poar defpicable worms, united 
to tlie great JehoVc\h, lo the pure and holy 
God ; and dare we afiTont him with our fins t 
Will he bear widifuch ingratitude ? Will he 
put up with fuch indignities? I am ready 
to wonder, that I have not been roadc a mo- 
iiument ofabufed mercy long ago I Where 
are thofe grateful returns, which mighty love^ 
inflamed by infinite benignity, once vowed 
to make ? I rejoice in every bond which 
bmds my foul to God, and yet break through 
all to forfake him 1 The devout language of 
my foul often is, " Thy favour is better than 
life ;'' O let mepleafe thee, and all is well. 
Look THOU upon me with approbation, and 
1 poflefs all the happinefs- my craving foul 
can V. ifl-i ; And yet much of my pradlice, 
contradicls this language ! I cry to God ir^ 
a devout pang and tell him, it is heaven to 
be near, and like hi.Ti, that I long for greater 
confo-ii'.ity to him, that this is all the heaven 
I hope for ; and yet fo flaggifli are my pur- 
fuits, tliat 1 fecm ta deny my own affertion^'! 
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And yet my friend, I hope for divine accept- 
ance ! I truft the juft Judge is my friend, 
the pure and holy i<edeemer my Advocate, 
the blcffed Spirit of aU grace my San^lifier! 
But how can 1 thus hope ? Becaufc according 
to the word of God, 1 truft 1 am intcrefted in 
the righteoufuefs of Jefus Chrill^ and that 
which I do, I allow not. I truft from my in- 
moft foul, I hate this inconfiftency ; and it is 
through the dear Mediator alone^ that I have 
confidence toward God. Here, here, is the 
life of all ray hope and joy ! Oh, my divine 
refuge, how amiable doft thou now appear ! 
Howmiferable were I without thee! How hap- 
|)y am I in thee, thou, Who knoweft thint own 
infinite perfcftions, can tdtt ! 1 can but fee 
through a glafs darkly, lMiri|lH|p|rfl(nHii]^ to 
know more, and love more ! Till then, my 
friend, let us by faith, take a view of Emma- 
nuel's land, furvey that bleft abode; but let ua 
moftadmire and contemplate thofe perfcftions 
of his nature, which fhall have a transforming 
influence on our fouls, for bltfled be God, con- 
formity and nearnefs arc infeparable ! To b'*. 
near him, and not like him< would ylcl^ ^lo 
pleafure ; and to be like him, and not near to 
•him, would be torment inexprefliblc ! But I 
may not add, may Jefus delight your precious 
foul. Pray for me, who am, 1 truft, yours, ia 
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die bonds of an everlafting. relation ; tnem-^ 
ibers of one body, Jefus the bead. S. A* 



LETTER VIII. 

From Mm S. A. 4o Miss 0* 

Dear Madam^ 

I ihould rejoice to fee you, tut am fo ill, 
that 1 am not able. I am gorng out of towa, 
to Hay till Saturday. I have been quite ill 
theffi two days, not able to fit up. May God 
profper and blefs you in your journey, O, 
that we may erelong tt^et again in fafety 
and comfort here, or in a better world, where 
neither fin nor fickncfs fhall ever interrupt, 
the devout afpiration of all our brighter poll- 
ers ! O happy hour 1 O fweetreleafe ! How 
welcome would it be, to my thirfty foul, to 
fee the God I love ! The God in whom my 
life is hid ! Yea my all, both for time, and 
for eternity, and yours tool But I muft 
conclude, begging you to pray for me, as I 
ihall for you. 

• May God preserve you ! < 

Tour faitbfui^ S. A. 
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LETTER IX. 

From the same^ to Mrs. O. 
Dear Mr%. 0. 

I have but a moment, yet becaufe I 
vrould not seem to forget you, Twill employ 
it in writing. But what Ihall I fay ? My 
foul is burdened with this clog of earth! Sia 
and Satan diftdrb my reft. Oh, for the 
dawn of that everlafting Sabbath, when all 
my foul fliall reft in God, its eternal centre ! 
It is tbiSy bears me throuo^h this wildernefs 
o£ briers and thorns ;. the hope of rest^ fweet- 
ens the cup ; it is then, my friend, I fiiall 
learn war no more 1 Then I fliall reft forever, 
under the great Captain of my Salvation ^ 
my God, and my Chrift, the endlefs delidit 
of my foull There, no gloomy f^-ars or 
horrid foggeftion fliall ever interrupt uty re 11! 
"'Till then, I fliall never be hanpv ! Yet, I 
know, my God is infinitely wifc in all thc-f^ 
things, and therefore I wiU glo y and triumph 
in him ! Let him order aU tliin.vs for nie, as 
iie feeth beft ; for He is my %vh-io:n as we 11 
•as righteoufnefs, 1 hive put over aM my 
-concerns into his hands, and wo-y i lon.'^ to 
reft fatisfied with all his d'Tpenfa -oris ! ' h, 
let not an} of Iws ways be grievous, to a foul 
that is in'ierefled in his everlafling ('/ovenant- 
love, who hath fuch a Redeemer as Jefus ! 
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Is Chfift my reft and portion, then can I fajr 
I am diftrefied and poor ? No ! let me rather 
make out after him, and. receive his lovci 
— ^But I may not add. 

Tburty S^ A. 



LETTER X- 

From Mrs. 0. to Miss S. A. 

Dear S. 

Since our converfation the laft week, I 
feem to fee more than ever, wherein I am 
ivanting to rayfelf ; and it is, in not improv- 
ing the fuUnefs, fufEciency, and perfcftioa 
4)f righteoufnefs, there is in the Lord Jefusi 
— It is indeed for want of this, that 1 fo often 
faint, and fit down difcouraged, ready with 
Jonah to fink, and wifh to die, when corrup- 
tions prcfs hard upon' me ; and though with 
Sampfon, when his hair was cut, I begin to 
fliake myfelf a little; yet finding no ftrength 
,of my own, 1 forget where help is to be 
/ound ; and fo fufFer thefe Pbiliftians to put 
Jout both the eyes of my faith, and make their 
own fport of me ! Whereas, could I but 
Jearn and praQ:ice,' the art of living on Chrift 
hy faith, 1 might fnap their bands afunder 
,as burat tow, and triumph in themidft of 
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thtm 1 They could not bind me, no, not 
with ftrong cords ! O pray for me, that I 
may do fo. May the Lord go on to ftrength-, 
en you. I rejoice in his goodnefs to you, 
that he doth not fufFer yeu to be overwhelm- 
cil by thofe, who feek your ruin ! Oh, bleff. 
«d be God, he is flronger than the ftrong 
man armed, and will not fuffer you to be 
tempted, aboye what you are able, and will . 
with the temptation, make a way for your 
icfcapef The Lord be with >ou* 

Tour real friend J % 

S. Q. 



LETTER XL 

From Miss S. J. to Mrs. 0. 

Xitar^ dear Madam^ 

. Do not be difcouraged; it is but tho 
^rial of your faith and patience. I thou, ht 
you knew, it was through much tribulation, 
many and various trials, that our graces to jft 
be brightened and kept alive, until p^rr^ cited 
in eternal life ! O confider, you hav*; r-ut 
the very lot, which infinite wiiooui and et:r- 
ival counfel hath affigned you. Had ici's Ji/Ji- 
culty, and fewer trials been boll t.>r -yi^a, vo'i 
ihouldhave had them. I ain pcriuaavJ. '^o 
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need nothing but grace^ to make every con- 
dition, and circumftance in life, comfortable 
and happy. I truly fympathize with you« 
I pray God to appear for yojj^ 

TinirSj most affectUnatelyj . 

S- A. 

LETTER XIl/ 

F'^om iix samcj /# Mrs. 0. 

JHy dear Mrs. O. 

I long to fee you, but Providence feems 
to forbid, and I defirc to fubmit ! O, that 
in the end it may be found, that I have in- 
deed been refining, and that the fruit of all 
has been the taking away of fin, I was taken 
laft evening very fick, I fainted, and lay near 
an hour, but juft able to let my friends know 
that I was alive ; and I am fo weak to-day, 
that I can keep off my bed but a few minutes 
at a time. Nature feems almoft worn out, and 
had I not experienced fuch fcenes before, 
from which I have been relieved, I (hould 
think nature would foon iiiik under it ; but 
as it is, I am rather led to think, it 13 fent 
for a trial, and not to relcafe me from this 
prifon of clay ; but however, I defire to kifs 
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the rod, and embrace the God that doth chaf- 
tife ! Oh, my .dear, when my God comes^ 
as it were himfelf, with the rod, I am fa 
taken up with his admirable perfeftions, that 
1 lofe fight of the rod, in his prefence ! He 
hath fcattered the clouds which feemcd to 
make the rod lay heavy, and while he will 
{how me his covenant-love and faithfulnefs, 
all is well ! And alas, it is owing to the 
w^aknefs of my faith, that I do not always 
cftecm it fo. Yet I mull fay, it is through 
Chrill (Irengthcning me, that I can bear, or 
do any thing! 

Tour unworthy friend^ 

S. A. 

P. S. I hoped your hands would have 
grown better, by the means you were ufmg, 
yet 1 fee no figns of it ; but I forbear. 

LETTER XIII. 

Trtm Mrs. 0. to Miss S. ^ 

My dear friend^ 

This letter will inform you, tliat yoE 
caade a miftake the other day, when you 
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r thought my bands were grown worfc ;* ne, 
I it was my beart^ or you would doubtlcfs 
have had a few lines, by fomd means before 
now. However, fmce God in his Providence 
is depriving us of opportunities to coriverfe 
^ by word of n\outh, 1 defire we may dl it by 
^ writing, and converfe in this way, a/* often 
as your weaknefs, and my opportunities will 
admit. I find that your growing weaker, 
while I am thus confined, is grievous to me, 
left I fliould be deprived of being with you to 
the iaft 1 But I defirt to fubmit to the will of 
a Sovereign God ! — Oh, may you conllantly 
enjoy his fmiles now, even now, when your 
outward man is decaying day by day ! May 
your inward man be renewed more and more. 
May tyou be conformed t# the image of the 
bfeffed God; and, as a Sampson indeed, glo- 
Vify God more at your death, than ever yet 
^you have done in all your life ! Oh, my dear, 
I find a felfifti principle in me^ which pleads 
hard for your life ; nevcrthelefs, I cannot be 
fo cruel to yoa» as to wifli your ftay.— But I 
know not what work I fliall make, if I live, 
and am called to refign you ! I dread my 
flubborn heart, I fear it will refift, I fear it 
will murmur 1— Oh, my dear, pray for me,' 

• Mrs. O(born had then a bad humour in her handsi which 
^eycQted her writiins* 
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•while you have breath, that I i»ay not be left 
behind you, in this howling wildemefs, un- 
ianftified and unrefigncd ! Oh, pray that if 
God cloes take you from me, a double pojtion 
of his Spirit may reft upon me ; that I may 
now fly to the Jountain^ and take up my reft 
and comfort' there ! Very pleafant haft thou 
been to me ; and would to God I were ripe 
•nough to go with thee J But O, pray that 
we may have a joyful mteting at Chrift's 
right hand I 

Ah, my dear, methinks I cannot help 
rejoicing with you in the profpedl, that God 
is about to anfwcr the ardent petitions, and 
breathings of your foul after him, and to fill 
you with bimfelf ! 

Oh, my dear S. do not forget me, nor dc- 
prive me of the privilege which I have often 
rcquefted, and now beg as on my knees, I 
mean the perufal of your dear manufcrips ; 
which haveTo often refrefhed me, and warm- 
ed my heart. My dear, do not deny me, 
but be willing I fhould reap advantage by 
yoii, while you are fwectly fleeping m Jefus ! 
Confider how much I Hand in need of every 
help; and as you have never denied me in 
life, be not cruel to me at laft ! Be entreated^ 
by all the b6nds of fnendfliip, to grant my 



%6 FAKILIAR 'LETTERS. 

requcft I Leave it with God^ who has glo^ 
' rifled himfelf in you, and made you fuch a;. 
monument of his grace, to take care of his: 
own honor in every thing relating to you. 

Farewell, my dear ! the Lord fupport 
and comfort you ! The Lord give you a 
vidtorious faith, a flaming love, a becoming 
patience and zeal for his. glbry. The Lord 
ihine in upon your precious foul, and fill yoa 
as full of himfelf, as in this mortal Hate yau: 
can contain, till you Ihall be complete im 
glory. This is. the fincere defire, of 

Tour faithful frimdy 

s. o. 



LETTER XIV. 
From Miss S. A. to Mrs. G» 

JDMr Mrs. 0. 

Gladly would Lhave been with you tKiff^ 
evening, but finding myfelf fo unable, I dare 
not preiume. Alas ! I am foon tired w, though- 
not of religion. This is my greateft, yea- 
1 may fay, all my afilidion. But, bletfed be 
God, I hope in his own time, I fliall get where 
I (hall never tire, more 1 O, when Ihall it 
be, that neither faintnefs^ nor ficjuicfs, fliaU- 
check my faith &ad lovat 
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God wa$ {leafed yefierday, to reivefh me 
m fermon, and at bis table ; but as I fai^ 
before, ifoon grow Weajy; prayforjQcl O 
pray ibr me, that now IcannfOt wrefile witb 
God as formerty, and as It were, ptil tbo 
bkffing down. He would sied it down^abui>« 
dantly , on tpf fcMil I <>♦ I long to get near 
my God, and bathe my thirify £bul iahis^fuU 
9»h t but I muft ceafe I 

S A- 

LETTER XV. 

J^dear Mrs. 0. 

Into y<iar breafi> I hare often pQuredtous 
tiie joys and forrows of my faul ; and^ as 
«ften have found compiaffi^ny tenderqef», anc£ 
fympatby there; and nov, though I caanot 
l^e your face, yet let me reach your pity aad 
prayers^ by a few lines* 

I have fifteijm^d it tl^e higheft jpy ?n(J fcli» 
city of my foul to meet Qo4 iahis>Sjfco^aryl 
r-Th,er?, my dark unckrftandmg h^b beerv 
tnligl^t^ne^ r ^j^^^» ^y ftubborn wiU* Bath 
been boyed ; there, npy cojd affeftiona, h^vq 
been warmed; tiiere/my too^-wavering feith: 
3^3ahbeeaoflaMiihcd.and:toepgl^ T Yea^ 
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there, I truft, my repentance, finccrity, and 
obedience, have been excited, quickened^ 
cleared tind encreafed ! How often hath the 
word, prepared for me and applied to m«, 
been more convincing, and eftablilhing to me, 
than a voice from Heaven could have^been ! 
l*'rom my firft embracing- thofe precious privi- 
leges 1 now enjoy, a fovereign God, hath ^ 
fcemed to delight/ to own and blefs them ta 
^lnt7orthy me ; fo that I am drawn by mer* 
xieceffity, to defire them, delight, and rejoiea 
in them. 

Thefe, my friend, have been the grand ma- 
tives, which have caufed me to ftudy fouU 
profperity more than bodily health, Coiild' I 
be permitted to vifit God^s fandtuary, and noi 
one complain of me,* I think I could beai:* 
my. indifpofition of body with alacrity. But 
iny friends, and my phyfician, feem more 
and ifiore agajnft my going out to meeting ;: 
fo that 1 feem to be Ibat out of GodV houfei 
and am even. melted dowjx under the trial S! 
I know my friends do it out of kindnefs to» 
xny healtli ; but do^ my dear, ufe your influ- 
ence with them» to gratify me l It is not s^ 
fond conceit of my own opinion, but if I 
know my own dieceitful' heart, it is only be*- 

* Mif^ Antbony't b«atth wu fo low, that ktf. ficieada 
W»£lii it imi^rudem for her to go out*. 
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. » • ♦* 

caufe I love the fan£tuary of God, and dp 
iefteem one day fpent in his Courts, better 
than a thoufand elfewhcre ! O pray for me, 
that while L am permitted to walk on earth, 
it may be to walk up to the houfe of God J 
And if I am deprived of this privilege, pray 
that I may have abundant meafures of the 
prefence of that God, wh.o is not confined to 
houfe, ordinances, or means ! 

May this God refrefh your foul with large 
communications of light and life from hini- 
felf ! May you.always repofe your foul op. 
the bread of Jefus, and at lad be filled with, 
the complete enjoyment of him ! There, 
and there only, is true happinefs,, without 
the lead alloy. — I need not tell you, in this^ 
h all my hope and joy ! 

£ui I must conclude^ 

Tour umv0Nhy^ 

S A.' 



LETTER XVI. 
. Front Miss S. A. to Mrs. 0. 

1^ dear Jriend^ 

I long to know how you do ! The wea- 
ther has prevented, or I fliould have feen you 



Tiefore now, tlrtfreTore'Bclg ybu will hk-feiW 

liard thoughts of ine. I know if I calin&t bel^ 

ybu, yet I bear you continually dn niy h^art?, 

'bcfccching the Fiaiher of Mercies, to refreflt 

-and revive you with His abundaht cbnfels- 

itotis 1 O, may he make you glad, with th« 

light of his countenance ! I cannot but hdp^, 

'tiiat iere how, God hath fcattered thfe cloudi, 

and as it were, unvcUed his divirte beauty 

and lovelinefe to your view I I hope ^ou 

[zre now admiring, arid adoring, free, rich| 

ibverciga grace ! Methinks 1 hear you fay- 

ing, he was angry, but his anger is tilrned 

'^way ; an(l while 3Bie blelfed Spirit is teflify- 

Ijng and &cwiiig the bleffed fruits of tne 

^frown, you cry, Lord it is enough ! If thy 

'glory is advanced, all Is well! I hope you 

are full of confolation,* and Uiefe lines will 

find you, cithejrtit tbe'fettdf yoAr Jefus, or 

leaning on ftislx^oml 

O, my friend, ^ do you not wonder at 
the grace of God, that you, or I, after 
fuch ingratitude, fiiould ^ver be permitted 
to get near 'him again ; that , he does not 
hold us at a diflance, equal with our iin !-~ 
You may wonder for me, .ifrho -adi fcfs 
than nothing, and conftantly departing from 
God! ^Sufdy you Ttiuft adore ^l^fl grace, as 
it r^fpeds niei if no other ! -O^ • the ^bi'teih 
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I draw, to write th^fi? lines, is forfeited J— 
^Verily God is gracious, bccaufe he will be 
^aciousJ Adieu 1 



LETTER XVII. 
Tr^m Mrs. (?• to Miss S. A* 

Ikar S. 

By every letter I receive from you, t 
think, fomething more of my own heart is 
^ifcovered to me. In your laft, you have 
Ihewed me how much more, the hateful prin- 
ciple of feltlove reigns in me, than love to 
God ! This I did not difcern, when I wrote 
my laft. You are right, my dear, the glory 
of God, ^c exalthig of Jefus, ought to be 
the object of our purfuit, rather than our own 
^afe* The Lord humble me for the narrow^ 
nefs of my heart I 

Well, blefled be God, 1 have had a difco- 
very of the fulnefs, fuffigiency, wiUingnefs, 
truth and faithfulnefs of the great Redeemer, 
the week paft, in converfing with «% who 
is in great (Hftrefe, for her foul ; one who 
thinks her dj^ is. paft, her fins too great to 
•be forgiven ! And verily I believe there is 
not any thing that will ftir up the zeal and 
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courage of a poor, faint-he wtcd - ChFi(tIaii, 
like meetiag with thofe who diftruft the Sa- 
viour :• For, if we arc not quite fenfelefs, It 
con drains us t^ fpeak for him, whom we truft, 
hath broken-^iiiifmi^ 4«eh*«ppoiition, and 
oaufed his grace ta triumph, aver, and fubdue^ 
fuch rebels i OC if he hMh conquered tnCf 
furely hbthing caribe itoo- hard -'for him ! I 
would gladiy add, but time will not permit. 
Let us prcfs forward dear £riend, we feill 
•find God*s; grabe fuffieient, .to perfect that 
^<vhich he bath^gunin «s ! Then- we will 
-adore and pvaife forev-er, without any of thefe 
N'eaks: 101(1 paufes* The Lord be with yoiu 
P«aj)r hard/ £qf your •afie&ioaatie) 

S- O. 



LETTER XWH. 

' From 'Miss 'S. A. • to '• Mrs. 0. 

JDcMr Mrs. 0. 

Notwithftanding ray purpofc of wriUfig 
•to you, yet, my backward heart would have 
deferi^kit, did I not hope it might, by the 
bleffihg of God, be ameanot reviving our 
fouls. I wilh we may reap a double crop, viz. 
in writing and receiving. O, may wc again 



iUike .tweet , ^^Q&l . t^^ether, i^d ^Wi^ in 
i tiie dight; of God's. countenanoet 

* O lay irieiid , I long for ,thcl fr^dom and 
famiHaiity we onte enjoyed, when we were 
4»r^ght nea^-to^o^r Oo(),jand.tot»MJb.ptk^^ 
^Bqw .did we .thpn flu^re, /caifh^c^cfs .jpu» 
j^od. ibrrows ! J^fu^f was.knQwniaAis,\^ 
^jov^ly x3^me, J^mmamtci f !Wa^;he not 
.^ith.^s? and did uot.xmr hearts ibur^jwitbui 
.41$,: ^^h^ fwe^cioxiif^ried withv4nd.€>f h^m l^ 
^ lioiv fi*w^et . was- it to he^, and tell, ia yi}^t 
^iaanner thf ble&d Qod^ b^ neve^d bi^C^tf 
- to JLLs^ either inhfts. praWdenccSt/otprdio^lip- 
, ^ ! purely bis ,^ys .wecevpijeairahtt. aodj^U 
. his paths p<^e 4 ilopne .then oiy/a^hd, 4^t 
disjoin heart ai»d h^jgid, in, p«irfimig r^igiop^ 
^4is ;the,o»ly.obj^4-wort)iy 0|ar cfteem ! l^Je- 
..tljiinksrvvhile Lam writing to ^ d^r a fripp^, 
]. i,arai ofily cony^rlipg* with ipy/pwulbul ;^ ajfd 
mayufe tihpcvitmoil, freedom. tJs .there, supy 
'.variablciiefs..or<:^i^in^ur ;(^d ? \,1b there 
.oiot.enotugh in hiin, to fatisfy .otir -utmoft 
dcfires ? Why. then, do we Kvcj ailf fuch a d;f- 
^tance from him! Aias, I feem to be .al- 
ways, refolving, but never fixedly perform* 
/ ing ! ISc^m ieriou?, and earned .tcn^^-» b^it 
too indifferent to do ! The corruj^ions jof 
my heart never were more powerful, than of 
late* 
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I diink of Hezekiah, whom God recoycred 
from great ficknefs, but hh heart was lifted 
up ; and he did not render to God, accord- 
ing to the benefits done to him. 

' I am fufrounded with dangers, but the 
■^orft is my own heart! ' I am ready to won- 
der at the patience of God towards me :-*- 
O, it is " bccaufe he is God, and not man ; 
therefore I am not confumed'^! I cannbt 
but fee and abhor the wretched deptavity bf 
ihy whole foul, and bewail my unlikenefs 
to God ; yet I would fo look at it, as to ex- 
cite more ardent defires, after the enjoyment 
of him I I have been inclined, of late, to 
look on God as a juft Judge, rather than a 
compaffionate Father, in and through Chrift ; 
this, >atan would have improved, to work in 
me a fervile fear ; and prompt to duty, not 
from love and delight in God, but from a 
llavilh fpirit. But glory to God, when Sa- 
tan flrove to drive me from God, the bleflfed 
Spirit, 1 truft, led me nearer to him ; for, 
while I beheld him as a juft and terrible 
Judge, I faw every refuge fail, Chrift only 
* muiyK my furety ! then did he appear truly 
predrous to my foul ! Thus Satan was bat 
fled, for me, O unbounded grace ! 

When I hear profane wretches fpeaklightly 
of Chrift, it is then, with renewed vigour, faith 



mnjfl}lo¥evI^nft>r$boe hiiyi,as the ^usAy^poriion^ 
my fouL Here, have 1 faid to my foul, takic 
up thy i<e(t forever, «yen in thy God ! Q, 
it is fyreet-refting our ibuls, and all their 
concerns, on a fiiithful covenant God^ axi4 
jRaib^r, thi^iigh our dear llfideemer. 

my friend, ! have renewed my choice ; 
Wd tiQw, methlnks, I am as happy, as I can 
Ibe here. I liave enough ; I aik no more! 
^Nothing, but what flows from union, and 
-communion, with the bleffed God! O, thiji 
is enough, were I flripped of all the delights 
of the Hnlverfe ! I am h^pfy now ; but Q, 
Vhat does yet rern^m 1 — JKfvers of pleafur^ 
^^t unfa^homed hy us : eveji.the open vifioiij 
jtOid full ^frjwtioja ©f .:0Ur God ; :for which J 

Tour amfkmu 



IlETTER XIX. 
Brpm JSrs. O. to Jt^ss S.:A* 

• I rejcMce exceedingly, to fiad^ tibat GGJil 

18 ib evidently appearing for you, and is, 

«:iurflaiHi|gf^atndiider7«im£ Thelnord 
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go on to refrelh your precious foul, by giving 
you yet more extenfive views of the excels 
lency, and all-fufficiency of the clear Redeem- 
er, and the glorious way of falvation by liim^ 
Ah, my dear, this ftiall find us work for 
eternity! There we Ihall admire, adore, 
wonder, and gaze, on the divine perfeftipns, 
and fliout forth the riches of redeeming love 
and grace ! But O, think you, that fuch 
another monument of mercy will be fet up, 
in all the New- jerufakm, as worthlefs me V 
One {o ungrateful, fo vile, and unworthy ! 
Kever was adorable, fovereigu mercy, more 
richly difplayed, than in choofmg rebel me\ 
to be one of the happy few ! But O, my deaf*^ 
what great things am I writing ? Is it of a 
truth thus? Wer6 we chofen from eternity, 
given to the dear Mediator, redeemed by his 
precious blood, called effe£tually in time, juf- 
tified, adopted, and in part fandtified ! And 
do we hope to be complete in glory, wholly 
freed from the tyranny of fin and Satan, and 
in the full enjoyment of our God! O, but 
why thcfe great things for jus ! Lei us (land 
and wonder ! What manner of love is this, 
that we Ihould be called,,the childnert of God ! 
Let us /ejoice, and again I fay, rejoice \ The 
Lord be with you. . 

Pray for me, 4uid write to me as ofiea as 



jrpa can, for I am much rdirelhed hy four 
letters* 

Twrs in Christy 



LETTER XX. 

From Miss S. A. to Mrs. 0. wrium at Pr0- 

midencc. 

My dear FHend^ 

Shall I communicate to you, ttie good 
things my eyes fee, and my ears hear ? — '- 
Surely the one half was not told me nor had 
1 any idea of it before I came here I The 
firft tidings I met, was the hopeful conver; 
fion of the fon, of — -— . The next, was a 

^r. , who had been a vile charafter : I 

have feen and coriverfed with him, to my 
great fatisfaCtion j his exercifes were folid, 
rational, and fcriptural, I truft he is born of 
God, and think I can fay^ glorified God iil 
him 1 • 

O, my dear, even my unbelievi^ng, jealous, 
fufpicious temper, dare not queflion this^ 
work -©F God 5 O, if you were here, I doubt 
n&t you would fay^ this is the^Lord's^ doings^ 



and it k 4M^.db«ft ia cour ^yicil t I ii«rer 
heard Mr. S. twice to-day, and thii^ fain& 
an execHeipa: fuceaeker. I have feen as yet^ 
nothing which appeared difbrderly ; but alt 
folemn, reverential, ferious and rations^.— ^ 
I have feen Deacofi — — , whofe heart feems 
much revived with ^|ie profpeft, that foon^ 
a nation flijJI be born in a day! We hear 
ihat the work is general, and that fome Jews 
have been brought in/ at New- York. O 
when fhall Rbode^ Island come up in xemc^ 
brance before God I 

ypu win be anxious to knpv» ho5V it 
is with me ? Rly paffions have .bee^ 
mucli moved this day, snore thai> I hayo^ 
feer> any other perfons, though 1 have fcjCi* 
thoie^ who, I believe, had much more rea^I 
religicHi. — The moft 1 have beeiv able to 
fcalize, iincie I hav^ been here, is the cafo^ 
of a humbled finner, broken oSI from eyerjr 
refuge, and bowed at the foot of divine ^ve* 
reign ty. — Alfo the precioufnefs, of ». ckar^ 
glorious, Almigh(^ Redeemer, to fuch afoji^ 
— ^But I cannot add. 

5^ A«7 
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LETTER XXI. 

Stem Mru S. J. to Mrs. O. vniucn under rxV 
treuH fVeuincsSm 

Jify very dear Mrs. O^ 

It would be no (mail comfort to me, ta 
€njoy ytmr ccmipany, with that uninterrupted 
freedom, I once did. Yet 1 beg to fiibmit 
to that divkie band, which hath, and doth; 
tnix all mjr cup, for me I Mjr dear, akhough 
I am not able to hold my h^ad from the pil- 
low while I write, yet my regard for you is 
fiich, I could not omb it. Although my God 
is correfting me, I hope, yea 1 believe^ he 
#iil not rcjea m« X O, may hr appear, that I 
pe^firm^ as well as resohe, " Though he flay 
me, yet will 1 trull in him !"^ 1 have long^ 
thought he few; an affidted ftate Bi^R for me ; 
but never realfy; thought he n^eatit to take 
me away, till withiathefe few days, ittwhrcli 
my diforders hav« rHen to* extremity.. So* 
great has teen my pain, and diftrefs, that it 
feemed all mvs work I ted to do, as though 
1 had never taken a fte^in the valfey before I 
I was in fuch extreme pain yefterday,. riiat 
had it laftecP a Ktule Ibnger, 1 muflr, without 
incommon fupport: have Jofl my fenfes I ,\ 

But that dear, that gracious God, who^^feat 
j^ knew whati c^uldbear^ and wpuld lajr 
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no more upoa me^ than what be would fup- 
port me under. The becoming temper of a. 
thtld, was fet before me in thefc words, **/^ 
tient in indu/oHM /^' The words were aa 
conflantly with me alcnoft, as isy hrieath; 
f^nd I could not help admiring the mercyjof. 
God, that i was not always held up» in fuch 
extremity of pain ! I have been trying ^ 
new medicine .tO:day : I am. willing* while 
my life continues, to uJfe, means ; for I truft 
iTiy defires, after the full enjoyment of God* 
ihall never influence me to negleft ray duty 
to my body, though I do not expeft apy rezl 
help ; but, that after I have awhile, fufferecl 
the divine will, I.fhall be admitted to the fuljfe 
.enjoyment of himfelf I 

O, my dear, how can 1 fay tbist withoufe 
tranfport ! Will God in vf^ry deed, and isi- 
he about to bring me, to behold, his face iiv 
glory 5 What, fo worthlefs and defpicable al 
worm, as I am !: 1, who have long though!t 
myfelf infinitely imworthy the fociety andj 
enjoyment gf the famts, though in their im- 
pel fedl fiate here btlow I Shall 1 be adjpit* 
ted into the focitty of Angels, and the fpirits. 
of jufi men made perfect? And above allj 
into the prefence ot the infinitely pure Jeho- 
vah ! But ihall fuch a dtfiled foul as mine, 
enter thai world, ivter^ God hath dcQlar^d^ 
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that nothing unholy^ fhalt enter ! — O, what 
.a hopelcfs, miferablc cafe were mine, did I 
not believe in the fulnefs and fufficiency of 
the blefled Saviour, even for me. He is 
made of God^-wifdom, rightcpufners, fan£li- 
fication, and complete redemption, to all who 
believe ! 

Now is Chrifty. precious to me- O, where 
were my hopes or joy, was it not for this 
dear Saviour ! But why, have 1 reafon to 
hope, he is mine ? Not for any merit in me^ 
tio ! grace is free^ and fovereign,-^ or it had 
iiever regarded me ! How gloriobs is the 
inheritance, which is purchafed ! What im- 
tnortal fprings of tonfolation flow thare !-* 
Hvoers of pleafure ! . How tranfported ihufl: 
a foul be, to find itfelf feleafed, from thii 
clog^ofclay; all the darkncfs, ftubbornnefs, 
cbldnefe, and reluftancy, changed into lights 
joy, refined fervour, and adivity ! But ah^ 
1 am now ready to fay, can this be near to 
«ne ? Surely f was oiiftakeh ; I muft not 
yet expea the prize ! So ilidrt a race— -fo 
tinripe*a foul— muft hot expeft fa foon,' to 
l>e gathered in! But now, I leave it trith 
God, who knovveth my defires.. 

/ am yours y 

♦ 5* -FL* 
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, LETTER XXIL 
From Mrs. O. to Mm S. 4* 

My dear 5. . 

Let me now call on you, to magnify tbe 
Lord with me, and let us exalt his name to- 
gether ; for I was brought low» and he l>elped 
me ! I was commanded often in a day, to 
hand lUU arid fee the W vation of God, and 
iiow 1 fee it! The day is broke, and the 
Ihadows are fleeing away. 

The Lord is my ihepherd, and I fhall not 
■want. Thanks be to God, who brought me 
to reft in hiihfclf, and to rely on his word, 
before^he opened a door for my deliverance. 
O, he deals kindly with me, to make me be- 
iiere ' for my mercies, before 1 have them.. 
Thanks to you, my dear friend, for your 
compi^on in my cUftrcfs ; fof it has indeed 
been a day of diftrcfs. Thanks to my dear 
paftor and fpoufc, for their aflTe^Slionate, ten- 
der concern f«r me ; may God in infinite 
mercy reward them. May they never want 
a friend, to comfort andrefrefh them in times 
of trouble* 

May precious Chrifl, efleem every aft of 
kindnefs, done to his poor worthlefs creature, 
as done unto himlelf; yea^ «id he wiU; a 
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^up of vrater IHall not be loIL* I hare met 
with a remarkable providence, which has 
\^r(MLtly relieved mef. O, God can make mo 
tharikfuU 

s. a 



LETTER XXIIt. 
From Miss S. A. to Miss 0. 

Mear Mr^. 0. 

Yours, Ihort as it was, did refr^ih mc^* 
O, may we hold on in this way. Iwiihthe 
*God of life and love, may take you near t<> 
himfelf, and fill your foul, from his comttiuni^ 
cable fulnefs, with light, life, and love ; until 
you are fatisfied with favour, and full witli 
the bleffing of the Lord. 

O that my foul wastis wide as his mercies 
are to me ! and boundlefs as his benefits t 
filled, yea, over-filled, with gratitude, love 
and praife ! Yet this would be too fmall an 
offering to fo bountiful a benefaftor ! I can- 
not tell how good God it, to unworthy me* 
— Methinks Ae tongue of an Angel would 
faulter here ! O, why then doth this burfien 
.of clay reftrain the grateful emotion which 
jri&s in my £bu1) and groans fpr vent t • 
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r O my dear, why ,cUd the moft 4iigh Go4 
iove me ! and love me a^inft my own (luU- 
burn rebellious will ? Wjiy* Q why, doth 
he now Hand by me, ^wfaen Satan js ready 
to fwallow me jxp ; defeat all his rage, and 
change every fear of my foul into triumph I 
I have had a fmart confltft, but Chrift, bath 
fought my battle fot me ; my dear, dear 
Kedecmer, hath appeared for ipe ! Say, fliall 
I not magnify his name ? O, that I could ! 
Hpw little have I ever faid of him] Whjit 
tow thoughts do I entertain of him ! Help 
jaOi help m.e,\0 my friend; He is your 
2^edeemG;r too ! — How glorious doth he ap- 
pear, in wifdoQ;), loyp, and ppwer, yea in 
Gvtry perfefltion ! AVorthy, infin'^tdy wor- 
thy, Qvir higWft tnid and C9nfi4enpe, and 
jjrell (Mfrying our befl obedience ! I never 
trulled him in vain I— O, wh^t has my S?i* 
viour done for me ! But O, what is He in 
himfelfl With wonder Iview the vvifidom 
and goodnefs of God, manifefted towards 
vHe me ! O, what condefcenfion, what fo- 
vereignty is difplayed herein ! 1 believe Sa- 
tan was never more vigilant, (at leaft k 
feemsfotome) to procure my ruin, than 
now ; and never, did God appear to me, 
piore engaged (qt ray falvation and peace, 
yea joy and triumph- O, what Ihall I ren- 
4tr to this God I How fhall I manifell^my 



igratitttde cto my Saviour! Q that I.oould 
join the ballelQJ&hs above, ^nd afcribe, f^orj 
jxad honour to God,. and to the Lamb.! 

.' P. S. You win ^.zcufe this broken tetter* 
I was to fivaUowed up with the love of Qod^ 
when I wrote liie former part of it, that It 
was impoffible to confine my thoughts to the 
fcnbbles of my pen. You fee what (bun* 
mering work I make, when 1 flrive to ex- 
prefs infinite goodnefs, with a mortal hand, 
^leifed be God, ere long, the tongue of the 
^mmerer fl^all f]p<:ak plainly ! 

JSu A. 



LETTER XXIV. 

From Mrs. 0. to Miss S* A. 

[My ^ Dear One^ 

My heart" has been yearning, towards 
you, ever fince I fawyou ; and 1 have, been 
longing, for another interview. I hope, my 
dear, 1 ftiall fee you to-day. O, may the 
cxerl?ift5ng, faithful Jehovah, fuppert and 
comfort you! Yea, and he will do it— 
He will not leaye you comfortlcfs, he will 
x:ome unto you \ Neither men, nor devils, 
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i(h&)t be iVii to feparate^oti frrnn ibe kvie 
^f Godi whiehls in Chtift Jefiis ! «' Stilt 
thou ihidt go, andftiltretfrniA" Bbandleft 
grac& will ^lumph on earth, and be magm- 
Sed in yoii to alt eternity } notwUhllatn^ng 
,allibe rage .<>£ earth ^nd tiell. • 

God win be gracious, becaute be will be 
;graclous. He hath beeVi fa, and be' Will ht io. 
He is a glorious Sovereign, aiid S^ktan cati- 
not prevent the exercife of his adorable, free, 
l)oundlen^ grace towards you, by all fats mali^ 
cious accufations, or yout real vilenefs ! O 
roufe up your faitk, cling to Jehovah for 
pixjite&ion, and hear your glorious Lord, fay- 
ing to you, becaufe I lire, ye (hall live alfol 
He will, in his*5wn time, bring you off tri- 
umphatit, ov«r all the powers of die infernal 
j.it! 

O, how many viftories hath he ali^eadjr 
given you ! and will he now give his glory 
to another? No, he never will ! Satan 
fiiall know, that you have an Almighty 
friend ! But I muft only fay that I am, 

/ 
Tour sympatbizing^ affcctionattj 



LETTER XXy. 

From Miss S. A^ to Mrs. 0. 

Pear Mrs. O. 

Pray cxcufe my not writing before.-^ 
Much of my time this week, hath been fpeat 
with otiier friends. 

Surely it is very pleafant; !to my fooK to 
fee, , and converfe with . thofe, whom I 

. efleem , the excellent of the earth ; yet 
):ven here, I cannot find complete fatis* 
fa^lipn. . No, alas, ; there is To many in« 
terruptions, fo many* breaks and paufet, 

; that hawever pieafed I am with theie enjoy* 
ments, yet I cannot fay in the midft of any» 
or all of them, here is fuJl fatisfadlion, here 
I will reft; no! they rs^ier lerve only to 
encrenie. my thirft, and raife my defire to an 
infaiiable height, a^fter thofe uninterrupted 
^njoyiBents; a^re. . There,, we Ihall fee our 
God,; as. he is ! There, we Ihall converfe 
without fear or reftraint forever* Not all 
the stiperiifr finite fpiritS4 (hall check or damp 
the fongs of the moft inferior. Though fomc 
have greater glory, yet fuch fhall be the 
fweet harmony of our Emmanuel's land, 
that all ihall join,' to aicribe glory to God, 
and the Lamb J 
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• Here below, I often find the face of a fu- 
perior Chriftian, check my familiar converfe, 
and ftrike me into fiience ! But tbere^ even 
the tongue of the dumb, ihall be loofed !— 
There, not even the open vifion of God, nor 
the company of thouiknds, and ten tbon- 
fands of fupertor faints and Angels, ihall 
hinder, but rather embolden our long of 
praifel 

Well, let us wait and hope till the Weffed 
change Ihall come ! Methinks the pleafures 
tif thfs low^er world are as really weaning, as 
Its troubles ; and for myfelf, I think I can 
fay, ,1 ahi more weary >f)f the jays and vanities^ 
thstti oftheforrows and afflictions of it : I 
have been made unfpeakably more defirous 
<)f a releafe from mortality, by the mbft de^ 
fircable enjoyments I have met with, than by 
.any trials IJiave endured. Spiritual enjoy*, 
ments would lead me to thirft for full frui- 
tion, but .temporal pleafures, only tended to 
Heal away the heart fromOod, fo that both] 
would make me long for immortality ! 

r 

I would blefs God, for any revivals affords 
^ you ; O, that our God would yet delight 
to dwell in us I I pray God may fanftify 
Jhis rod to you, in your frequent bodily 
weaknefs ; and even when fenfible joys ar^ 
jibated, would ftrengthen joxxt faith, an4 



Ifranty-ou all thc.bleffiags pf the MW, and 
fevcrlafting covenant! 



LETTER XXYt 

From JUrs. O. to Miss S.jt 

Dear & 

putiy encumbrances, zitceflarjr vifits^ 
feodily indifpofition, and a backward heart, 
jpiti to prcvfcnt my .writing fo feafonably, 
an4 HiU, sts I fliould be glad to ; howcTex^ 1 
BOW in baflc will try tQ; write a Hltlc* 

And firft I woiild tell ypu, that the latp^ 
jQtiock I have met with, has hitherto beca 
blefled, for quickening me to greater* dili- 
gence in making my calling and clcftiepr 
fare/ O, I have caufe with you to cry out, 
all God^s wnys arc truth, and faithfulnefs !--7- 
O, how much wifdom andgoodnels, h^th he 
riianifefted, in hi$ difpenfations towards re- 
bellious me I How often hath he recovered 
.my wandering foul, and brotight me nearer 
to himfelf ; when I have been, in .my own 
apprehenfion, on the very brink of ruin ! 
E . 
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Sometimes hcf will vifit me with afflifttoa ; 
he will take avw the hufband of my youtl^ 
and thereby cauie me to fly to the Wsdow^f; 
Cod, and rejoice in him« as the beft of hnS^ 
bands ! At another time, he will take a;wa7 
a tender father, and enable mc^ to acquiefce 
in his difpenfation, and rejoice in him, as^my 
father's God, as my God ; and arfatber q£ 
the fatherlefs ! Then he will remove an 
only brother, and thereby caufe me moK 
fully to l$^ow« what it is to be refigned ta^ 
his will, and to adore his foverei^^ty t 

Again, left my heart ihould be joined t4 
ideh, he will have an only fon I and ihow 
me at the fame time, that he is better to mt^ 
thin ten fons ! Ah, than ten thouland fons, 
or all earthly enjoyments t Then, whea 
my heart gets entangled with the world, full 
of plots and contrivances how I lliallget this, 
or that ; pay one and another, &€. God wiK 
utterly dafli all my fdicmes ; hedge up my 
way with thorns ; crofs all my endeavours';. 
and bring me to the greateft extremity, that 
I may know affuredly, the work of my deli-- 
rerance muft be all his own. And when 
he hath fubdued my ftubborn will, brought 
me to leave all with him, to work in his owir 
way ; then he appears on the mount of dif- 
fiiculty, preferves his own honour, caufes his: 
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name and ways to be ivcll fpoken of, inRead 
of evil^ as I had feared, delivers me from all 
my fears, and makes me to rejoice in hfiB» 
Be inclines the hearts of all my friends, ta 
minifler to my comfort ; fmtles upon my 
endejavours, and makes me as cheerful and 
bappy/ as I can be in thia Rfe f But if my 
poor foolift heart abufes thefe mercies, grows 
cold and in^fferent, and need be, I ihall be 
In heavinefs fhrough manifold temptations* 
Corruption StiiSL break out, Satan fhall be 
let loofe^ and God will make his^ arrows 
Jharp, as though I were his enemy ! Thus 
it has been of late. Jui!ly is he ftiled^ at 
wonder-working God I 

• It It fweet, my friend, thus to trace hint- 
in his foot.ftepsi here.; for furely he appears 
lovely and faithful. But O, what will it be, 
.when we fhall have a more full difcovery in 
glory ! When we fliall fee him, as he is I 
Uh, eternity fliall then aflift our praifes I 

You afk, if I ever find fiich fubltantial joy» 
as when my whole ibul is devotedly fixed 
on God ?— I anfwer, no I I have no idea, 
of any happinefs, compared to this I This 
is thciutmoft of my defires, to be n[iade hply,. 
as God. is holy! To have bis image, in- 
ilamped on 'my foulj makej mq happy herci 



t)ut oh; v9h2X ihall I be, when I awike:tnr])W^ 
Hkentfs ! O, even from th^ timgbts t&r 
this, flow rhers of pleafure ! — But fliali fuci^ 
puoUuted inqprms as HfC^ be brought to this 2t 
the enjoyment of. a holy God f Let us ftautdb 
and wonder-r-fland and a^ore . our glorious^ 
iAi^ediator, who hath purchafed all thefe blelT*. 
ings for us, at the expenfe of his own mod; 
precious blood i^-rHere, I am loft in admv». 
ration I 

Tour^^ in tbe meetest b0nds^ "* 

S. O. 



LETTER XXVIL 

MrMtn Mm S^ A. tp^ Mrs. 0. wittm in t$c^ 
CQuniryi. 

My dear Madame 

IJuft fit down to write you a hafty line^^ 
though perhaps I may fee you, before thisf 
reaches you, I lodged near the water lall 
night, to be ready this morning ; but the 
%yind being contrary, and likely to hold fo,' 
I returned to *■■■*, which may perhaps pre- 
vent my being at the place, when the windt^ 
and tide fuits ; however^ let the will of the: 
Lord be done, and I fubmit Indeed, my 
dear friend^ I have fcen fo much ofthc-kin% 
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>te«l(ier kidulgertce^ of my heavenly Father^ 
in ihis vifit ; that I hope I am, in feme mea- 
turey willing he fliould have the entire dif- 
g>ofaI of it. I was brought to Mr. E— ^'s^ 
rat a time when his whole heart feems engag- 
ed in his Mafter^s work; he is in labours 
more abundant. 

Again, Iwascarried to Mr. F--^«-^!i, when 
^t was with him, a time of great darkneis^ 
'-and fore perplexity I— Preffed beyond mea- 
Ture ! , Lord, what is duty ? Here perhaps 
xny foul hath felt the moft tender, godly fyra- 
pathy* I ever knew; a frame not wanting 
peculiat* fweetnefs^— O pray, that God, who 
only can caufe light, would, give him to fee» 
.and be reconciled to the divine will^ which 
evidently appears to be, his continuance here. 

j Rcligioa is hopefully reviving here, cfpe- 
'iS\2Xly under Mr. £—^^-—'s labours. 

Tours^ in the strongest bonds^ 

- JLETTER XXVIIL 

From Mrs.O. to Miss S^A^ 



I .- 



My very dear Friend^ 
We mucb^ rejoicQ^t ofL Friday evening^ 
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to reteivii the account from you; of Go<V« 
gracious dealings with you, in carrying you 
In fafety, to your journey'a end. The Lord 
be praifcd, who gave his Angels charge con* 
. corning you ; yea, was himfelf your protec- 
tion i I truft your life «nd health, ftiall be 
ilill precious in his fight» 

I rejoice every day that a kind providence 
hath carried you into the country; anxong 
thofe dear friends too ! 1 need not tell you, 
how dear your prefcnce is to me, yet I cheer- 
fully deny myfelf for a fcafon, hoping \o 
enjoy you agam, in God s time. I had ra.- 
iher think of your recruiting in Stonington, 
than decaying in Newport. 

.On our folemn day,* you had an affe£Hon- 
ate remembrance, as often as we united, I 
truft God was with us, of a truth, I think 
our dear Mrs. P. w?is never more enlarged, 
than on that day ; Ihe was indeed a wreflling 
Jacob ! O my dear, the time is hafteqing 
on, when, I truft, full fruition of our God, 
ceflation from fin and forrow, the enjoyment 
of each other, with all the Saints and Angels, 
Ihall complete our happinefs, to all eternity J 

;^ A Faft kept by the Female Society; 



D l^ffibd be Qo^ ^P J6fu€ Chrift*. aud.fpt 
tiopw of ^ory through hin\ J 

SO; 



LETTER XXIX. 

$^ "ttry dedr^ dear Friend^ 

r . I haro receired two ktters from^ jpni 
i?hlck were very refreflitng to me. It i$ with 
:great pleafure and deKgbt, that I read tbo 
lioes ofmyown dear, b^om Chfiftian fineud; 
one whom God hath made precious jbeyopd 
expreffioh to my foul, and to whom I can 
"Write, without reflraint or fear. I will then, 
in compliance with your requeft, acquaint 
j^ou with my ipiritual;afrairs. 

I You knew fome of my fear^* though tto 
•<jne could fully know aH the diftrcffing 
' tjjoughts I had, rcfpeaing this joqrney. But 
ijow 1 will tell you, I know that Jehovah ig 
-^ praying-hearing Godi Praifc him, O ye 
<l}is faints! 

^ I have a chamber to myfejf, with a^ retired 
i<}Iofet, in which arc a number of good book/, , 
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libis Mrs. D. devoted to ifie ; tnd tbtd me; is 
ibon as I arrived there, that I might be re* 
tired whenever I pleafed» I faid in my foul, 
thiais the Lord's doing, may it ever be mar> 
vellous in my eyes ! I feem to be at home, 
and am feldom interrupted* 

O my dear, who that knows Jchovah^s 
name, would not put their truft in him ! — He 
hath difperfed all my fears, and crowned tpe 
with loving-kindnefs, and tender mercies ! ] 
I dare not fay, I have no fenfe of his mercies ; * 
yet I muft lay, it is amazing, that a reafoha*- 
hle foul can. know, that it receives fo much^ 
from a Being, to whom it has forfeited every 
mercy, and from whom it deferves nothing 
hut wrath, even to.^he uttcrpaoft, and yet feel 
fp little divine loye and gratitude ! 

O my dull, ftapid, barren foul ! Can I bel 
born of God ? That dear God, who is love ; 
—-that God, who daily manifefts himfelf to 
me to be love, and yet I love him no more !* 
Say my friend, can it be ? Shall I dare 
claim fo near a relation, and aft fo contrary! 
Dare 1 claim union to a holy God, who am 
fo unholy ! And yet, through free, fovereign 
grace, I truft I may, and do ! O bleffed' be 
God, for Jefiis Chrift ; he is my hope, my 
fiverlafting refuge! This is my friend; and 



I tan 1)6 at home, in Boflon, whh this confb^ 
lation, as well as in Newport. — I truft I aia 
not come here, without my covenant God 
and Father, my dear Redeemer and friend t 
ij^That more then have I to wifli { 

I have long llnce endeavoured, fo to trea^ 
iure tip my bappinefs in God, as that I might 
be happy oniy in him, and always in him ! 
And now, my foul faith, it is enough 1 I 
*njoy many comforts, but bere^ is my only, 
real, fixed portion, delight and joy^ and here 
J would reft forever I 

Xwr urrwartfyj affectionate^ " 



LETTER XXX, 

Frdm the same^ to Mrs. 0. virittm in Stti 
nifigion^ 

My ^n dear Mrs. O^ . 

I am longing to hear from you, and the 
reft of my Newport friends. I arrived here 
comfortably, and am in agreeable circum- 
ftances. Verily God is good to the evil and 
anthankfui. O my dear, covenant love and 
faithfiilnefs follows me, wherever ^ i\o, or 
xifftt 1 enjoy every comfort of life ; b^K 



not mak^i me happy. I hayetokon^ of bit. 
kia prdfeaee, Itruft ; bvA tay oldxu)mpamw« 
a JKicked keairtt .attends me ftiU< : ., 

The firft Sabbath, I was admitted to the 
|yivtlegfirlE)f God^S'boiife) andiat at tht d^ar. 
Kedeemer'a table w had a g«od Sabl^« ^ 

_ : : ., . / ..." • . . f .. 1' 

I Siute I wrote^the abo^^ I have rtctw^A, 
ibt packetirom Neirport» I f ejoiee to beas 
Sfom you ^U. ItUaak you; for your eXpreCf 
iions of affe£Uon ! — O, wberice Is it^.tbat fueHl 
a nothing worm, fucha dead dog as I am^ 
ihould have fudi regard fhewed me, both 
lietxf, aad there, who deferve to be hiiTed out 
jout of the world, for -my bafene(s, and vile, 
ingratitude* -^ / ^ ^^ . 

I do. indedd, my dear, appear to be the 
iftteftiwr«ch, i£i the creation I Yott, andatt 
who know me, my own*' confcience, God; 
and Angels, jean witnefs agsu.nft me. Whjtt 
hath God done for me; and how low have^ 
i>een, andftilLare, my;returM!— 1 am thiis. 
moment melted down, and confounded ; in- 
^xpreffibly abafed and aifliamed, under a jufl^^ 
though inadequaie view, of my amazing, 
wretchednefs and vilenefs, before a holy^^ 
gracious, . infinitely amiable God! But t 
«caanot promife j^u,.ormyfelf^ that another^ 
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Itobrtftnt, perhaps the next, I may not ims* 
ginc myfelf worthy of a thoufand times mord^ 
Jove, efteem and regard, than ever a blind 
world 'hath paid to my merit; and be diffa* 
ijsfied, becaufe God himfelf does not fet afide 
£is own infinitely wife determinations, to 
gratify my humour I All things have gone 
n^ell with me here, fo I do not complain, but 
God knows what a fruitlefs, barren heathy I 

my friend, what <Aher way, could fuch 
Z one as I, ever be faved in, but the gofpcl 
way of falvation, by Chrift ? That fure 
Toundation, laid in Zion ! Without money, 
^nd without price ! Without ftrength. with* 
out beauty, or any recommending qualified. 
tion ! Free pardon, full atonement, wifilomt 
yighteoufncfs, faiiCtification, and redemp- 
tion ; and by this power and authority, " / 
w///* and ** ^Qu shall /" 

1 am fure there is no poffibility of falvation, 
for me, in any other way, and bleffed be God 
I can fey, I defire none but this ! Bleffed 
be God, for Jefus Chrift ! Bleffed be God, 
for the covenant of his grace, well-ordered 
in all things, and fure ; here is all my faU 
vntion, and all my defire. The Anchor, 
ground is furcj let faith but fasten here. 
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«id ^e ihall ride out alt the flontt, and ^ 
fafe into port at laft, even the haven of eveK 
kfting reft ! There, our blindnefs, ftupiditf 
«nd ingratitude, IhaU be no morel Our 
inbred lufts, ^ofe faeUifh legions, fliall nd 
toore terrify or pollute otir fouls ; but the 
transforming vifion^ and fruition of Go^ 
through the one Mediator, Cfarift JefuS, fiutli 
forever complete our happinefs and joy !—-• 

my dear friend, flutll wp|iot be animatefil 
hereby, to gird up our loins, purfue our 
Work, atid wait for the filvation of God i 

1 . * . ' . ' ...•■'♦• 
< I . . ^ '. ,\ ' ■ '\ . .. • 

, O my dear, my bofomtfriend, I feel my 
love to you to b^;witholit d^^imulatiqn^ there* 
ibxib wifiiyou the* fame flrength and confo^ 
lation, with my own fouU O, may our high* 
weil ambition be, to join hand in^hajid, to pro- 
iinote the oftufe and intereft'of our infinitely 
worthy Redeeemisr. . May your ^n talents, 
and my one, as I truft they have been, ftiQ 
be improved for God ! - What, but Ae glory 
of God, the honor of the Redeemer, our pwa 
and others conformity to, and enjoymciit of 
him, can become us, as dedicated creatiu'cs^ 
bound by every poffible obligation, to be the 
Lord's ! What is he not in himfelf,, that is 
not truly lovely ? And what has he not done 
l^r us^. Uiat .could be worthy of a Godr ia f 



Mfllf of mercy, fw fuch &Ileii^ deprived cresdr 

O for fuch afietdy, mdhzktn fiutb, in that. 
God, who hath condefcended to give fuch 
declarations of his bouBdlefs grace, in GhriflE 
lefus, that the exceeding riches of it, might 
be difplayedt and eternally magn^ed, ta 
the praife c^* his great name.-r-0^ that ve 
fiiay evidence to tibe world, that we believe^ 
what we profefs»^— That God is fuch a Be; 
ing, as he hath revealed himfelf to be.~ 
That he is a good Mafter, and we have net 
l^cn deceived t. But I muft elofe. 

• ^ :S-A. : 

LETTER XXXL 

from JUhs 5. A. to a Minister^^^wriitcn ir^ 
the ymngcr part of ber Lifi^ 

£ev. Sir^ 

Perhaps you may think it llrange, that 
I flwuld addrefs you by my pen, when 1 may 
have fuch uninterrupted opporltinities, f6ir 
converfation. But 1 am fo unhappy, as not 
te^ be able always^ on eyf^ry fubje^, to*ufe' 
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ihat frcedorgi with my fuperiofs, ivhich tiiei 
cafe require^ ; efpecially when we do noC 
both fee alike. But now Sir, I beg you to 
allow me an imire freedom, white I lay afidc 
all obje£tions, againfl: writing to one, fa 
much above me. I know your good fenfe^ 
learning and judgment, may fee a thoufand 
faults ; but 1 rely on your candour, and wilf 
Tiot fear any fevere remarks. The conver- 
fation I had with you» refpefting the duty I 
Owe ta my body, has put m6 upon writiiag; 

It is one of the mt)ft prefling concerns dT 
• my life, ta know what regard is to be paid 
to my health ? I know felf-prefervation is 
a great duty ; and fhould I lavifh away my 
ftrcngth, and dcftroy my life; God might 
retort on me, *' Who hath required this, at 
thy hand l^ I know, he is not a God who 
delighteth in robbery, for facrifice ; and I 
may not difpenfe with one. precept, more 
fully to comply with anotlien Here, I often 
flumble. — I would, by all means, be tender 
of my life and health, as a talent that God 
)iath ifitrufied me with, and for which I am 
accountable to him. ; and fliould 1 abufe ic^ 
(although in his fervice) it vv^ould be molb 
iifpleafmg in his fight J Yet I find my wick- 
ed l^airtfo much inclined, fecrctly and iiir 
IccJibly to take advan^ge of the perfuafigna 
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•f my friends, to fparp myfelf ; joined with 
tile natural love, which all have to the hodyi 
ti^ecially when under pain and difordifs ; 
till I fear few, and ihort engagemenftare 
mod agreeable* ' Should this grow into habi^ 
tual, felf-indulgence ; a fin which is wove 
into our natures^ what Ihould I do, but de« 
' ftroy the very life of my feuU 

Ifliould lofe the light" of God's - countoi. 
nance, communion Avith him, and accefs to 
bim ; peace of confcience, increafc of grace, 
and exppfe myfelf to injore the dcclarativts 
glory of God, which is concertied in Chrif- 
tians living near to him I I (hould ftiow, 
that I loved^^life and health, better than Chril!, 
and fo was^not worthy of htm ! Yea I fhould 
merit that curfc, which is pronounced on him, 
who " doeth the work o£ the Lord negligent- 
ly !" JL know, that when I fought the Lord, 
'with my whole fou^ 1 did fenfibly derive 
ftrength from him ! Oh, I tremble at the 
thought 'of giving further advantage, to my 
flothfuli backward heart ; it is like throwing 
up the reins ! God did never countenance 
my floth ; nof hi'S'method hath becn,*to make 
me foll6w i&d:r(/ after bim'^I 

^ Oh, Sir, I am diftrefled,^! imtifl: aa"cqptri>- 
ry.to what appears to be my, duty, as wcU s» 
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that which is my greafcft privilege, ifla- 
ba^e, or do tiot rather iricrcafe my vig^famre^ 
in tht ways of religion. Yet when I heat 
thofe, who are emiilent in grace, and whofe 
jfirdent defit^e is, that God may be loved and 
fervcd more, and better ; when tbise argue 
againft me, I ani covered with ignorance and 
darkncfs, and am afraid to truft my own wick- 
ed heart. Oh, that God would direft nle. 

I efteem' it not only my duty, but my moil 
;happy privilege, to contemplate and enjoy a 
jBeing, who is his own infinite delight ! ThisL 
is all that makes life defirable, or preferable 
to death ! When God is pleafed to make 
any difcoverics of thefe things to me ; my 
^ foul even breaks, with intenfe and ardent 
longing, for the open vifion, and full fruition 
of God \ and I know not how, to bear this 
/diflance ! But, in the mean time/ llrive 
after, and purfue, the higheft degree of holi- 
nefs, attainable in this life ! Nor dan I feC;, 
how it is poffible, for a foul, in the lively en- 
joyment of divine views, to indulge a floth- 
ful, indolent temper of mind I Jf I am not 
totally ignorant, gf all that belongs to the 
fpirit and life, of a Chriftian, I think it im- 
poffible, inthe exercife of faith and love; 
and under a deep and foleran impreffion of 
divine, infinite, eternal realities; tlie vaft 
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importance of foul-concerns, &c. fo far, to 
let love of eafe,* and bodily comfort prevail ; 
as not to purfue thofc things with reftlefs ar- 
dour ! Should I act in this manner, I mud 
give up all my pretenfions to any thing 
above, or beyond nature. 

I wifh my dear Chriftian friends may ne- 
ver know, by experience, what an exercife 
it is to-the.foul^ when it hath gained fome 
life and warmth in duty, and would gladly 
have thefe things fixed and abiding pa their 
minds ; then to be obliged, through weak- 
nefs of body, to relax, and give over the 
^e.ager purfuit. O, how tiiftreffing !-^And 
mull I tlien make myfelf moft unhappy, and 
;w retched? Deprive myfelf of all 1 count 
Avortliy "iny being, only to reft a poor, frail 
i3ody, ihit perhaps will lad but a very fhort 
time after all i Oh, fliall 1 not debafe my 
' nature, and render my beir^g as unworthy 
:ILS i an;i capable of doing ! - 

I know you do not defire, that I {hould 
intirely refrain from religious exercifes, in- 
ternal nor external ; bnt I cannot be recon- 
ciled, even to a partial remiffnefs, it mav 
fooa become tbtsd 1 

I bcg> Sir, you would pray for me, that t 



66 TAUILIAR LETTEIS. 

be direfted, in the way of- duty. — And be- 
lieve that X am, 

ff^itb grtat respect^ 

Tour sinccKc Friend^ 

S. A. 

LETTER XXXlL 
From Miss S.4* io Mrs. 0. 

Mjf dear Mrs.O. 

I want a line from you, yet I cannot 
-forbear writing to you. Satan would fain rf 
4ate, have taken away all my glery and con- 
fidence. Hefcemed to fight, n«}ther wUh 
great nor fmalU but with the King of Ifraiel 
only ! His darts were dii?€(5led, againft the 
great Redeemer, Surely my confidence in 
X3hrift Jefus, excites the rage of Satan. I 
find on every occafion, he is fet on deftroy- 
ing this ; he knows my flrongeft defence is 
Jherc'l 

Could Satan once undermine this confi-. 
ience^ andjnakc me queftion my fecurity 
through Chrift, he thinks he fhould then have 
gained the day ; then have gotten poflefiion of 
ibc flrongeft fort, and would expeO: the reft 
foon to furrendcr ! Thus I mull fall a prey 



% 
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\^ Jiis futy, this I am {ktisfiecl he is aiming 
^t ; here I find his wrath levelled. — When a 
Jfenic of the wprtih of an immortal foul, and 
of the hoUnefs and juftice of God, prevails 
ja rny mind, then Satan would j^rfuade me» 
Jthat there is not fufficient fecurity in Chrift, 
. to venture fo precious a foul Upon ; that it 
will riot do, to venture the wrath of an in- 
finite Being, pn an unfeen Mediator ; with 
'^a thoufatid other fuggeftiofis of the fame na- 
ture.— But, bleffed be God, it is to little 
•purpofe. 

Bleffed be God, who hath not left me ig-' 
-norant of the devices 9f Satan ; and though 
he may ftrive to bruife Chrifl's heel, by dif- 
turbing one of the raeaneft of his members, 
^et, I know, my all-fufficient l^edeemer, will 
.break his bead, — The darts are thrown at 
iChrift and therefore I put it upon him^ to 
fight his own battles; refolving I will not 
^uit my hokl; for, even by this conflidt, 
Jefas appears more worthy of my ftrongelt 
confidence, yea infinitely precious to my 
ioul ! I find it bcft, to rejedl thefe fuggef- 
tions with abhorrence, and renew my flighl: 
to Chrift ; refolving, come life, come death, 
I will not quit my Saviour; fmce neittier 
eanh, nor hell, has been able to difcover any 
. .way of falvatron worthy my truft. Nor have 
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iany, or all the fubtileft wits, been able te 
-confute the gofpel plan of falvation. It ui 
►fo juft, — fo reafonable^ — fo worthy of Ood^ 
«nd fo fafe foreman, — that, if 1 perifli, 1- 
/would perifti relying hereupon. Here 1 re- 
solve to reft fecure, on the terms, which the 
glorious God, hath propounded in the gofpeU 
iiere is fufficiejnt foundation, for my truft, 

I can but perHh : and if I do, noblame to 
Satan, it is .my own voluntary choice ; I 
venture my ruin, and will perfift in the ftead- 
faft belief, of complete falvation, through 
faith :in Chrift Jcfus.-r-Had I a thoufand 
fouls, I would venture them all here ; and^ 
in this chofen Redeemer, would I triumph, 
and glory forever ! O my dear^ what fhould 
we have done ? had it not been for this God- 
inan MediMoc I WcU, Jet Satan rage ; I 
truft.it (hall but wajce up m^ faith and love, 
and llrengthen my confidence* Bleffed be 
this glorious Savipur, who is now favixig rae, 
and bruifmg my enemy with the very dart 
ke flung at me ! O, infinite wifdpm ! O, 
eternal goodnefs ! This is my Redeemer, 
mighty to fave ! O how fafe, how fecure 
are thofe, who have a faithful'God and Sa- 
viour, engaged for them ! And is this ou^ ^ 
happy lot', mv friend ? — Then let us wal^ 
V'orthy of Goa, unto all well-plc-afing. Can 



-wrebear to fin, agdnft fo good a God !-*-Oiir 

covenant God and Father, with whom we 

>ope^ ere long, to dwell ; who hath caufed 

>all his goodnefs, to pafs before us ! May we 

.not write, .on all the diiFercnt difpehfations 

,of his Providence towards us, mercy and 

truth, goodnefs and faithfulnefs ? Surely we 

may^look back, and view his tender care of 

us* How often hath he calmed our fears, 

/pardoned our fins, and rcftored- comforts to 

our fouls. Wb#n we have looked-for the 

<fcourges of an angnr Gpd, we have had the 

fmiles of a tender father ! 

Can we forget, fuch love as this ? Can 
Ve be fo vile ? But, ah ! thefe bafe, thefe 
wretched fouls of ours, need infinite forbear- 
ance, or they had long ago been pall all re- 
covery ! But, fuch is our God, and fuc|j 
are we ! He knows our frailty, and is ready 
to pardon ; yea he delighteth in Ihowing 
.mercy, through his dear Son ; our only hope, 
.our only refuge, our only way of accefs, Xf> 
the Father ! O, let us make great ufe, of 
.our Redeemer, in our Cbriflian courfe.-— 
This is mod pleafing to God ; it does honour 
fto all the divine attributes, wifdom, go.od- 
#iefs, juftice, truth, and holincfs ; yea, \ve 
icannot honour God more, than in making 
-conllant applic^^tion to Cbrift, and owniug 
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,bim, as Quf pijily Lord atid 5a.v.iour.— Bvtf f 
)xi\i(i have 4p,ne« 

5. A. 

LETTER XXXtIL 
JRr(?/» iJfiM^ S.J. .to Mrs. O. 

Hdy yery dear Frw24^ 

I rejoice to hear of your fafe arrival, ani 

^comfortable circumftances, O m%y God 

abundantly refrefli you, ini)ody and in foull 

—May my three dear friends, return laden, 

w'^th the fruits of Canaan ; and give us, who 

' ,'are yet in the wildernefs, fome fvveet, arti- 

mating proofs, of the good things with which 

EramanuePs land abounds !* O, to know- 

*that God yet dwells with man on earth, by 

^e communications of his fpirit and grace, 

with his word, how reviving! 

Never was J more in the diark, refpefling 
;'the defigtis and pnrpofes 6f God, concerning 
■US J When I look back, upon that unwea- 
ried importunity, wliichltnift, God has ex- 
United, and that encouragement 1 thought he 
•did give ; I am ready to conclude, with gocrf 

* Mr?. Olbohii and two more of Mlfs A.'i Friends, wei^^ 
^ ftt Lnng.lfland, on % viflc, where tliere wai a great reviyal 
•f Religion, 



"Mr. Elliott, that «« thbfe dark times, are the 
iiromb pf a bright morning I*' But whcnl 
^on&der present Providences, and appear- 
ances, 1 am reaiiy to (ay, Surely all thefe 
things are againft us. Kty hifty wiflies have 
'been long catching at this, or that, mean or 
lippeurance,to.bc the cloud big with a hea- 
venly Ihower; but inftea^of light, there is 
darknefs ! Yet, juft are all thy ways, O 
THOU, Kii\g of Saints 1-*-You know, my 
friend, the Providences, which have appe^- 
ed filled with great events, both of a terrible^ 
^ind comfortable afpe^t, have paiTed over, 
without being unfolded to us ! ~ Yetl will 
Ipeak^for our God, although .we have not had 
what we defired and hoped ; neither have 
we yet, had that, which we feared, and de- 
Terved ! How furprizingly hath Gocf over- 
ruled, in threatening dangers ; and faid to 
;the tempelluous billows, bo ftill ! 

Mr/Bueirs letter to the Deacon, with A 
>paffage out of Mr. S's, have been like Cold 
water, to a thirfty foult and the moft ani- 
mating, to my hopes, of anv thing I have feeh 
of late. Hath God excitea the feed of Jacob 
to feek his face, for us f — And fhall it be 
^n vain ? Will not God fliow, that he is a 
,God hearing prayer ? Will he deny hijgafelf, 
to correct us? Surely not I 



. I was hro^ght into anxiety for you, bm 
hearing' of the violence of the ftorm; but 
tave been relieved^ by cafting my care on 
Qod ! That I have a throne of grace to go 
to» is my comfort v and I begin t6 think', 
that I m'uft thankfully, and fubmifGvely ac; 
cept of tnefe" refrcfhing feafons, as my de- 
lightful repaft through this wildprnefs ; while 
confiifls Within, and difappointments refpeft- 
ing Zion, are without, and iabide me 1 O 
my dear, hope deferred, hath made my heart 
iick, iick unto death! 

O, if we may efcape with our Uvesf, an^ 
the honour of our Lord b,e unfullied 'by us^ 
umidft all the dangers and for^ temptation^ 
of thisflatc,— furely the great Captain of bujr 
falvation, fliall forever be admired and adbr- 
cd, and we fliall Ihout forth fovereign grace, 
in the higheft ftrainsi Astoprefenf dark 
appearances, this mud be our refolution,— 
Wo wilj wait on the Lord; who hide^th his 
face from the houfe of Jacob, and &^c>pe iti 
him too ! 1 hope to fee you come home, 
Urong in faith, giyipg glory tp God.— -May 
1 be alhamed of all mytjoworthy, defponj- 
ing (thoughts, of my .evcr-bl^fl^d, ever-faitl\- 
ful, graclOjUS Qod— Aflian>ed I am ; biit O 
for a better temper of foul» that th;e murmur- 
cr, may learn dodrlne ; and Ike who erred 



iVi fpirit, miy come to iitiderftand. There 
ft a fecret liope among fome 'of us, that the 
^tverend Mr. Bucll, will come with ypu.~ 
O hiay our all-glorious Jefus Aver deligh^ 
^o honour him, in hfs w6rk ; and may he 
^et,^ haVe fome fruits among tii^ that fliall 
abound to the glory *af God ! 

My dear, cannot you cngige foihc deaf, 
praying fouls, to m6et us, at fome appointed 
feafon, to bcfiege the throne of grace, far 
poor RfoodC'lsIand ! 

LETTER XXXIV. 

From Miss S. A. to Mrs. (?• '' 

'My dear Friend,^ 

iTour kind letter, warm with love and 
zeal, had 1 no regard to religion, my reafoa 
and judgment muft approve of ; much more, 
wh^n religion puts in» fo high a claim 1 

1 have nothing to say againft your argu- 
ments, nor dare \ determine againft them la 
any praftice ; yet, I think I never felt fuch 
. fenfible backwardhefs. to any exercife of a 
religious nature in my life, as 1 do to writing 
G 
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ef letter^. Whatever turn of mind. I one© 
|iad for it, which might render it a dutytheni 
ibems new abfent* I am now, much more 
inclined to get difengaged from alLthe worl^ 
•—and want more ta feel, and know, thf 
^bfiantial realities of vital religion. 0« if 
the moft kind, and gracious God, would take 
me near to himfelf, lead me into a greater 
knowledge of his covenant, and the^bleflingS/' 
thoreof, it is^all 1 want ! ^ 

I find a difafFeftion for creature converfci 
I long to know more of the hidden life of a- 
CbrifUan. — My foul is reaching after more 
folid — pure, and felf-abafing^ difcoveries of 
God ; and the truths of the gofpel. My ' 
main bufinefs ; yea all my work feems to lie, 
between God and my own foul ; to know 
more of both, is of the utmoft importancetl 
— And'while this work preffeth on me, I caa 
by no means purfue another. Let me, O, 
le^t me, forget and ncgieft, all but Gocl, and 
the truths of the gofpel 1 Here, my friend, 
let me fix ; and then, if Providence callS, 
I hope I ihall obty^ I once thought^ I ibould 
not writ^ any more ;. but I rather think, if 
God ailifl and influence, I flialL 

I thank you for your letter, it deferves mf 
fateful acknowledgments. JPray^fbr me;- 
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O pray that my foul may feel the powerful 
influences of the Holy Spirit, bringing mtf 
into an entire conformity to God — a more 
fpiritual, holy difpofition of foul, refined 
from all drofs and corruption t 

S. A, 

LETTER XXXV. 

From Mrs. 0. to Miss S. A. 'ivbo vjas tbcts 
in BostoTu 

My dear S. 

On Friday lad, Ireccived your firft let-^ 
ter, 1 was finecrely glad of it 'r but have not 
time now, to enlarge in anfwering it, I can 
only fay, I rejoice in all the goodnefs of God 
to you, and wifti you, always to put your truft 
and confidence in him, for whom. I can wit- 
nefs, that he is always faithful to his pro- 
mifes J and infinitely worthy our highell 
praife, and adoration I _ 

O, blefs God for me ; for verily I think 
be never made more frequerity and glorious 
difcovcries, of hvs^ amiable perfections, tha& 
of late. — Nor did I ever rejoice, more fteskdi- 
ly, in" the glorious, God-man Mediator i who 
is all, and in alU 
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■" O my dear^ let us renew our flight tahimv 
clafp him in the arms of our faith, and diedi- 
cate our all unto him ! And O, how Ikfe, 
is what we commit unto him ! — Safe indeed : 
For he hath infinite power ;. and will furdy 
keep, what is depofited in his hands, both ia 
life, anvl death \ 

In the belief of this, I determine to fct out 
on the morrow, to vifit my mother; there, I 

ex peel to meet the Rev. Mr. F , who 

•will conduft mc to hla houffe. 

Proviciencc hath (eemed to favour my go- 
ing, by many concurring circumflances.— 
Yet I have been ferioufly concerned to know,, 
if I am in the path of duty ; — efpecially as J 
have heard, that it is very fickly there. Had 
1 known this before I fixed my plan, 1 fhould 
have deferred ray journey for the prefent ; 
-—for it is my opinion, that we ought neither 
to run from, nor mo ficknefs, unlefs we are 
.efpecially called, in Providence. 

I know, however, that what God ha^ la 
infinite v/ifdom clefigned for me, ftiall be ac- 
compliflied. Be it ficknefs or death, it will 
certainly feizo me. Jf death is determined 
for me now j I truft, through the merits of 
the dear Mediator, I fliall be admitted into 
the open vifion^ and full fruition, of my God:l 
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—For blefledbe our1Emmanuel,it is his will, 
that all thofe, whom the Father hath given 
him, may be with him, to behold his glory. 

Then, farewell fin, and forrow. — I'are- 
well, vain and deluding world. — Farewell, 
forever! 

But if God defigns to hold me longer in 
life. It is as eafy for him to prcterve me thsre^ 
as here ; therefore with him 1 leave it, for he 
doth all things well ! Bkffed be his name, 
vile and defpicable as I am, yet througli the 
riches of fovereign grace, I am his own ; let 
iilm do, as fccmclh him good ! 



Toursy 



S, O4 



LETTER XXXVL 

From Miss S.A. to Mrs. 0. 

Ikar Mrs. 0. 

Yours I received, and what (hall I fay ? 
Thefe are the fad complaints which we fliall 
ever make, while we live in this wretched 
world, and have this more wretched heart 
to deal with. — Ten thoufand interruptions 
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await us, in the wa)" of duty. This fliall 
never be the place of our reft : — It is the 
fixed law of Cod, that Chriil alone fliall be 
the rest of his people. Let us then fly from 
-all things here below, to him who is the cen- 
tre of our fouls. — Let us for help, againft 
our own vile hearts, fly to him, where help 
is only to be found. We can never make 
our hearts better — We may labour andftrive 
all our days, and weary out our fouls, but 
Ihall not gain any thing, unlefs' Jefu3 appears 
for us ; and then, we fhall be vidlorious. 

I know your complaints, I feci your bur- 
dens, and would help you, if I could ; but^ 
alas, if 1 were to try, you might well reply, 
Phyfician heal thyfelf ! I am daily groaning 
ynder the burden of a hard heart — flubborn 
will — a depraved and ungrateful foul — have 
to encounter a vain, alluring world — a fub- 
tie, malicious foe, who is feeking to deftroy 
me ; — yet, bleffed be .God, I trufl, more and 
mightier are they who are with me, than thofe 
that are againfl me. O let us glory, in ovir 
Almighty Redeemer ! Have we not lifted 
'«nder Jefus ? Is not he the Captain of otrr 
Salvation ? Then let him command, and 
let us obey. 

We are not called, to man the army ; nor 
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to furniih ourfelvcs for the warfare ; but only 
to make ufe of the armour, which Jefus pro- 
vides for us. O my friend, what (houkl we 
do, without this all-glorious Redt:emer.— 
Methinks I Ihould lie clown in eternal defpair, 
and evtrlafling horror, were it not for himt 
O, how fweet is this dear Saviour, to my 
weary, burdened foul! O, fhali we droop 
and faint, who have fuch an Almighty prop I 
Let thofe faint and be difcouraged, who have 
no better flrength than their own ; but let 
us, magnify our Redeemer, by a conftant*~» 
Tefolute — confidence and depend ance on him. 

We can never make too great ufe of him, 
in our Chriflian courfe ; yea, we are undone, 
except we lean on him ; — for we are by no. 
-means a match, for thofe mighty legions of 
vCnemies, who are feeking our deftrudlion* 

TourSj in the strongest bonds^ 

S. A. 



LETTER XXXVn- ' 
From Mrs. 0. to Miss S. A. 
My dear S. 

What is the peculiar caufcof that dcjec- 



tion, which appeared m you yefterday ? Is 
it the trials and temptations which your dear, 
-aged parent, is paffing through, which aflfedts 
yoa ? The Lord fupport you, and make you 
an inftrument in bis hand, to fupport and 
comfort her. God is not a man, that he 
Ihouid lie ; though Satan, and our unbelief, 
darecallhiswordin (jueflipn. O thatour Gpd 
would appear for our help ; put Satan to 
flight, and caufe us to put our truft in him ! 
O my dear, refolutely go on, cafting your 
dear mother, on the faithfulnefs of that God, 
who hath faid ; He will never leave, nor 
forfake thofe, who trufl in him. Hath he 
not been the guWe of her youth, and tlie ftaff 
of her age ?-^Her tried friend, in all cir- 
cumllances in life ? — Enabled her to give 
evidence of the reality of her Religion; — fo 
that you have had no reafon to doubt of her 
intereft in Chrift. — Has Ihe not been kept, 
by the miffhty power of God, all her days ? 
—She fhail ftill be kept ; Chrift will not 
deliver her into the hands of Satan now ; no, 
he is able to keep what flie hath committed 
into his hands, and to prefent her faultlefs, 
clothed with his righteoufnefs, and redeemed 
by his precious bloods The Lord be with 
you my dear, flrengthen you in body and 
in fQi;l> till he take ypu to behold his glory ;-^ 
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where fin and forr,ow Ihall ceafe forever, and 
God himfelf ihall wipe all tears from your 
•yes i 

Tour sympatbizif^^ 

S. O. 



LETTER XXXVIII. 

JFrom Miss S. 4* to Mrs. 0. 

My dear Madam^ 

I hope before this time, the joy of the 
Lord is your ftrength — and that you are now 
fpeaking highly, and honorably of him, knoinr* 
ing in whom you have believed— that he is 
the faithful, covenant-keeping God — infinite 
in patience and forbearance — boundlcfs in 
his grace— forgiving iniquity, tranfgreffion 
and fin ! I hope you are triumphing, in the . 
complete atonement, made by Chrift Jefus; 
and exulting in that glorious righteoufnefs, 
which he hath wrought out, and brought in ! 

Surely here, is all our falvalion ; and here, 
hath been aH our refuge, hope, and confi- 
dence, in our highell confolations, and deep- 
eft abafemtnr. O my dear, what but this 
hope, hath preferved you or me, from finking; 
when wave after wave, and billow on billow. 
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lath gone over our heads ! What but thig, 
hath prefcrved and fupported, all the genera- 
tion of God's children, that have gone before 
us ? and xhis^ fliall preferve thofe who folloyr 
after ; and w^, vile as we are, Ihall witnefs 
to the truth and faithfulnefs of Jehovah. — 
Take courage, my dear friend, God will 
not Idfe, what he hath wrought for, and in 
us ; — the prey, (hall not be taken from our 
Almighty Redeemer : — fear not — the Lion 
of the tribe of Judah, Ihall prevail, and "be 
viflorious ! What enemies have you and I 
to encounter, but fuch as have been conquer- 
ed for us, by the great Captain of our falva- 
tion. Alas for me, it is my ignorance of» 
and unlikenefs to the Conqueror, that is my 
.mifery and bane ! — I blufh and am afliamed, 
while I write of the perfeflions of. God,— his 
boundlefs grace — the completenefs and im- 
mutability of his covenant — my hope in 
God — and 4;he ground of hope ^ and yet, 
that I fliould be fo little affededwith, or in- 
fluenced by it ! 

I feem to be like a perfon in a lethargy, 
fometimes a little aroufed, — open my eyes,— 
•behold a glorious ftrufture, — all-complete ! — 
all-perfedl, — furrounded with an infinite va- 
riety. — A world of wonders open to my view, 
— all important ; but my weak fight is fooa 
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confounded, and my ideas confufed, through 
the power of the deceafe ! O, this painful 
indolence and ftupefaaion! I feel myfelf 
moft wretched, yet cannot fhake off this 
dloth ! Alas, I find, .that neither time — nor 
place — ^nor circumftances, will do it. — No- 
thing, but the healing hand of my Almighty 
phyfician, will cure the difeafe of fin ! 

I find, though nbfent, yet we travel along 
together ; fomctimes up, and fometimes 
Aovm. — Well, there is nothing belter for us, 
than fubmifiion to our all-vt^ife Condu£tor. 

TburSf ajgfcctiohatelyy 

S.A. 



LETTER XXXIX. 

From Miss S,A. to Mrs. O. vsben her only 
Child lay on his death-bed^ out of the town* 

My dear Friend^ 

I am deeply aflfefted with your aflBUftion, 
and tenderly fympathizc with you in your 
forrow. Methinks I could be willing to put 
ipy Ihouldcr to yours, and bear part of th<5 
burthen, yea the whole of it, rather than you 
ihould be cruflied under it ! But what fcall 
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I fay:? Has. your God and Father put this 
cup into your hand i Thjsn drink it, my 
dear, with fubmiffion, love, and fear;— for- 
get the cup, while you behold the hand which 
gives it to you. Jt is not from my hand ; 
no, nor from the nearcfl: friend on earth ; if 
io, you mijght fear fome poifon with the gall. 
— O that I could tell you, or rather that 
Go4 would fliow you, from whofe hand it is. 
Is it not from the hand of your God and Fa- 
ther — your Hedeemer — Saviour — 'head, arid 
hufband — and hath he not faid, you are ais 
the apple of his eye — and will he hurt that ? 
No! Surely,- he will nat ! O, arife, and 
by faith caft your cTiild upon Chrift — tell him 
he 4s your only fon, and you want a pardon 
for him ; — and will iiat he, who is an inex- 1 
hauUible fountain, — a boundlefs ocean of in- 
finite fuUnefs, be as ready to pity the soul of 
your fon, as he was to pity the bodies of thofe 
who came to him for healing, in the days of 
bis flefh ? Verily the promifes are to believ- 
ers, and their children. 

'But,liowever, God may deal with you, as 

to giving comfortable evidence of his being 

born again. Study and feek, a rcfigned will. 

■ O do not fall out, with your Father ! Kifs 

Ihe hand, though it Ijiave a rod in it — it i^ 
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the hand of your God ftill.* O my dear, 
you and I may, yea muft love him, becaufe 
he is a So^eign Go& ! Set your King on 
his holy hill," Zion — and not only suffer^ hut 
entreat him to be fovereign ftilL And now, 
my dear, once and again. I commit you and 
yours, both living and dying, into the hand* 
of the Father of Meiipiest the God and Father 
of opr JiOrd Jefus Chrift ! Bury not living 
ni^cie^ with dead forrows, but ftill adore 
your God. in adverfity ! If your child yet 
lives, tell him from me, not to delay one mo. 
ment longer, but fly to the bleffed Jefus ! — 
Tell him I have prayed, and by God's leave 
tiiat I will ftill pray for him \ and I beg he 
would pray for himfelL — And now farewell, 
my friend ; blefs the Lord, for he is good. — 
I long to fee you,, but muft fay, ** Fathejt, 
thy will be done !" 

Your^^ 

S. A. 



• Mrs. 0(born*s excrcifcsr under this trial, were truly fa^- 
lime, an account pf which, is given in htr lifi% tuhlUhcd ky 
Jkiuor JBopkitif. 

H 



\) 



LETTER XL. 

JPra/Pi Miss 5* A.^ to Mrs. O. 

Dear Mrs. O. 

Bjr rejkcting on Mr. •— ^^s fermon, I 
think 1 am better able to anfwer your quel^ 
tion, than \vhen you afeed it, viz. ** What 
good I gdt by that fermoa V^ 

I cannot thank tho niinifter, nor the fer^ 
xnon^ for any good obtained thereby, and 
therefore I will aferibe the more to God.—-. 
Perhaps, if the truth had been preached, I 
might have been ready to give that praife to 
the preacher, which was due only to God ; 
but I am now free from this fnare, for I can>- 
not think it had any direA tendency, to ho- 
nor God, or do good to men. 

I cannot fee how the divine perfections 
are glorified ; how the wifdom of God is dit 
played in lowering the Lav)^ in order to 
bring in the gofpel, and yet the conditions^ 
•' Do, and live,'^ remain in full force ! If 
falvation came by the law, then Chrift is dead 
in vain ; and what becomes of the juftice, 
truth, and faithfulnefs, of God ! — How are 
they glorified by this fchemc of falvation, by 
the deeds of the law I 
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Bleffed be God, I am renewedly eftablilh- 
ed in the firm belief of falvation, only; 
through faith in Chrift J^fiis. — A feith which 
unites to, refteth-on, and receiveth Chrifl:» 
as a v)hole Saviour. A fisiith which purifies 
the heart, works by love, and influenceth the 
whole man, to a life of univerfaJ obedience, 
— Surely this muft be moft worthy of. God, 
and moft fafe, for wretched, mileraMe man — 
who is without ft'rength, or will, ta help* 
JHmfclfJ 

O, glory ta God, for Jefu» Chrift !- Inhimt 
I will glory forever ! — Though the crofs of 
Chrift be ta the Jews^ a ftumbling-block^ and 
to the Greeks, foolifl>ncfs ; yet, to all thofe 
who are faved, it was, is, and evcx- fliall be^ 
the power of God, and the wifdom of God I 

The fcheme of falvation by the &w, iff 
. kurtful to man, as it tends to draw him from 
(>hrift, the only hope of finners. — Settle the 
Formalift, on his lees — and bring aUy to reft 
fliort, of a faving change of heart. If a bare 
professing of Chrift, is coming to him ; how^ 
is the gate ftrait, and the path narrow ?— 
J orgive me, my dear, that 1 have filled luy^ 
letter with fuch cavils* — 1 hope, I fliall never 
have the like occafion. It is difagreeatlc j 
y^t I could riot iforbear* ' « 
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^ I abhor acontradiftory, cenforious tempen 
I truft you know ; — aad I thuik I could hear 
any thing eafi^r, than to have my dear, mjr 
ever-glorious Redeenjer, fet low^ anddegrad-. 
cd ! — Well; be is. Hill more precious to me, 
and 1 renew my flight to him.-^I£ others caa- 
do without him, I canaot. O,. glory to this, 
deareft, God-man Mediator,-r^tbis fovereigiv 
God, who can bring light out of darknefs— ^ 
cjan eftabliib. my faith in Chrift, by fuch su 
fermon, and caufe me renewedly to renounce^ 
all hope in any other name# 

Verify, 1 fee fuch a difplay of the divine 
charafler and perfections, in the way of faL 
ration by Jefus Chrift ; that I am affured, it 
muft be of God ! O, the depth of the riches^ 
both of the wifdom, and knowledge, of God l» 
O, the infinite goodnefs, and love, of Jeho- 
vah \ > Let us^ my dear, ihow our love 
and gratitude to God, byr making great ufo 
©f this Saviour ; and let us do it-with a view, 
to the glory of God, and not merely, for our 
own eafe ! " ' 

We fliould certaihty find more comfort- 
and plcafure, by looking more to Chrift ; but 
we Ihould feek the glory of God, even in ibi^%^ 
rather thaa our own enjoyment, . 
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'" Let us fet the crown on the head of King 
Jefus, faying^ reign glorious Emmanuel !-^ 
Jiei^n Almighty Kedeemer, (jlisphy thy gjory 
—and caufe thofe» who fee neither form nqr 
comelinefs in thee» to cry out, ** 'J'hou art 
all fair, there is no fpot in thee, the chief 
among ten thoufands, yea altogether lovely (" 
—And thofe^ who have fuch faint views of 
4hee, as I have, let thera be even fwallowecl 
4ip, in the open vifion, and full fruition of 
thy glory 1 

O, let me fee thy face ; let me tafle thy 
%evt^ O my God, itiy everlafting alt !— 
When, O, when fliall 1 be with thee, whefe 
thou art, to behold thy glory! — To be 
. changed into thy Image !^ — There it flialLbe 
tl^cr. C;i;«<)nY of our gloryyto glorify and exalt 
thee ! Till then^ my foul can never be com-? 
pletely at reft.— O, waft me/ near thy feat ; 
let me dwell but where I long to, and I fhall 
be what thou would (I have me be^ and what 
I wifti to be ! This I dare promife, yes, be- 
x:aufe God hath promifed it. There, O there, 
my exalted Kedeemer, ftiall reign glorioufly, 
und none of the bleffed inhabitants difdain 
' his regal fceptre ! There no difcord will 
have place, for the redeemed of the Lofd 
fiiall all fing redeeming love^ to all eternity^! 
«p— 0| methinks, I long to join their acclama- 
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iTiations, and extol Jefus the Saviour, before 
men and Angels i 

God hath now, I truft, been fliowing me 
xny utter inability, to do any thing, acceptable 
to him, of myfelf ; and the neceffity I am 
under, of conftantly looking to Chrift, for 
righteoufnefs and llrenglh ! 

Now is Chrift precious ; and I now long 
to yield a univerfal and perfedl obedience, to 
all his commands ; — ^for true faith doth not 
hinder, but promote obedience, 

O let me now fliow this, by a more holy 
life, anci converfalion. . ^ 

Tour real friend^ ' 

S. A. 



LETTER XLI. - 

From Mrs. 0. to a particular friends 

My dearly beloved Friendy 

Beautiful, through that comelinefs, 
which God hath put on you, in Chrift Jefus, 
—I rejoice, and glorify God on your behalf, 
for the great things he hath done in you, and 
for you. Surely God hath done, great things 
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'foT you ; although you are not brought to 
triumph^ but are yet labouring under fome 
difcouragements. God will perfcA his owa 
work, and make you more than conqueroc, 

.through his grace. — He wilt build you up, 
and you fliall have joy^ in his own time. 

*^ .^arch on, my disar, with courage; you 

have a glorious Captain, under wbofe banner 

^you have now lifted* — You may depend 

upon his protcftion. — Chrift Jcfus will never 

*fail you, all the* days of your life. Be ftrojig, 

..and of good courage ; Chrift will cover your 

.head, in the field -of battle ;— he "will not 

leave you there, nor give you into the hand 

of your enemies ; no, he never will deliver 

you up* to their will. As he hath begun to 

;fave you-, he wiH gOfon, titl he hath put the 

vhofts of hell to flight* He will ftrengthen 

your faith, and manifeft himfelf to you, and 

-at laft take you, to behold his glory ! 

So Jfrayetb your affhctionate^ 

S. O* 

LJITTER XLII. 

.' From Miss S. A. to the same person. 

My dear Friend, 

Be- not troubled, or difcpurjige.l, thodgh 
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you did not feel that fenfible fwcetnefe and 
joy, which you defire4. 

Perhaps, y^u made too great dependence, 
on fenfible joy and mantfeftations ; or might 
JlifiU the Almighty, to that particular time ; 
and God faw beft to fhow himfelf a Sovereign^ 
^nd yet give you the beft things — the moft 
ibhd, durable, purifying, cllablifliing good I 

When / firft joined the church, I did not 
find that tenfiblc raviihment in the ordinance^ 
which I had hoped for ;— yet I was built up 
by it, and c(ften»ards found great fenfible 
comfort and comn^union, in ray attendance 
thereon. 

Bleffed be God, often when I have had lead: 
fenfible joy, I have found real virtue and. 
ftrength, derived from Chrift, through this 
medium. O, let our God take his own way 
r— he will guide us by his counfel, and at latt 
receive us to glory ! ** He will give grace, 
and glory ; and no good thing, will' be with- 
hold, ^frora thofe that walk uprightly/'-.— 
Thofe who feek and ferve him, in all the ways 
,of his appointment, and wfeofe defire and 
dependence is on him alone, fliall furely 
fynd his grace fufficicnt for them* 

I bkfs God, for the gracious aJTiftance a£- 



forded you. May you be ilrengthened, and 
refreflied, more and more ! O, may the Gojd 
of all gt:ace, and love iii Jefus Chrift, be glo- 
rified in, and by us ! May wr, who have 
put on Chrift, not only by an outward prg- 
feflGion, but by an inward and fpiritual union ; 
walk worthy our high and holy vocations- 
May, we adorn the dofitrine of God our Sa- 
viour, andihow the world, that there is fomc- 
thing more, in true Religion, than a bare 
Bame. 

Yes, there is a living, vital principle, pro- 
duftive -of good works. Let us keep our eye 
fixed on Chrift, not looking for that from our- 
felves, which can only be derived from him, 
who is the head of all divine influence ; and 
thus may we grow up, in him, unto perfec- 
aionl 

S.A> • 

LETTER XLIIL 

From Miss S. A. tQ the Rev. Mr. Eopkim^ 
wbile he v^as preaching at Newport, on pro- 
bation^ 'and difficulties be^an to arise. 

Meverend and kind Sir^ 

I uras very fenfibly flruck yeft<?rday, at 
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hearing you fpeak of a fpeedy remove froili 
us ! And the impreffions are abiding ; nor 
can I free myfelf from Tome degree of anxiety, 
on the occafion.— Perhaps I have laid claim 
to more, than God has given me. I had relleij 
till of late^ comfortably fatisfied, that thi 
^reat Head of the Church, would graqioufly 
provide for us ; wbo^ and wbcn^ I left with. 
' hira to determine. But now I began to thini^ 
1 might follow and fix. ; 

I have often wondered, that my faith,- in 
Juch an important point, had not been mo/p 
tried and Ihaken. But perhaps this is the 
time ! however, I am not reconciled to your 
speedy departure^ nor am I wholly difmayed 
jat the prefent embarraffment of aflfairs. It 
often is the cafe, that when a wife, and good 
God, defigns great, and fpecial mercies, great 
difficulties lay in the way ; and thereby his 
wifdom, power, and grace, is more confpicu- 
ous, in removing them. 

Perhaps we have not prayed enough yet, 
JTor fo great a mercy, as the re-e{labliftim.ent 
of the gofpel among us. Wait, deai' Sir^ a- 
while longer, and God helping us, we will 
pray more frequently, more earneftly ; the - 
difficulties fhall. by divine grace, urge us on. 
^AikI if we obtain you of God^ in a'vtay of 



faith and prayer, ' I am perfuaded it will be 
better, both for you, and us ! For myfelf, I 
fcarce ever receired any fignal mercy, but 
which was fweetened, by the trials-that went 
before it. 

I know. Providence wants neither time, 
nor opportunity, to bring about itspurpofes; 
but I find it beft for me, to let it have both ; 
by a patient waiting, for the event. By divine 
affiflance, we will make this aprincipal fubjedt 
of our addreffes, at the throne of grace, this 
jafternoon'' ; urged by the moft noble motives, 
the glory of our enthroned Redeemer, who is 
Head of his Church ! You will join us, dear 
Sir, and be a iielper of our faith and prayer, 
as well as of our joy« 

May every poffible bkffing, from the inex- 
hauftible fountain of the Redeemer's fulnefs, 
attend you ; and may your longer ftay among 
us, and prayers for us, render you the richeft 
blefling we ever enjoyed ; and unfpeakably 
lencreafe your joy here, and crown of rejoic- 
ing hereafter ! — Thus prayeth, 

Tour urmortiy /riendf 

S. A. 

• That aficmooa was de? otcd to pnyor, by tba FefDUe 
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LETTER XLIV. 

From Mrs. O. to the lietdi Mn Hopkins, wlen 
be was preaMng on Probation, in Newporu 

Jfywortbj^esieemedf and Ibad^lmad said. Dear Pastor^ 

And O, that it might "be the divine will, 
to permit me, to fpeak it out! It is God 

.alone, 1 know, that can bring it to pafs !-— 
-To him alone, then, I mull go. It is he only 
that can take away the difcouraging difpofi- 
tjlon, of any who fay, ** We be not able i^ 
•' 'rbofe againfl; us, are ftronger than we.*" 

. ^-They are men pf great flature, even as gi* 
ants ; and we in our <)wn fight, are as gra&- 

*iiopp^rs, and fo we are in their fight !^ 

• 
^ It is God alone, who can infpire his peo- 
ple at. this day, with the excellent fpirit of a 
Caleb and a Jofhua, and enable them to fay, 
relying on him byjaitb, " Let us fettle at once 
and poffefs, for we are well able to overcomc,- 
• jind maintain; we being on the Lord's fide, 
and he on ours !" O that God, for Chrift^^s 
fake, w:ould thus kelp us! Help us, however 
few in number, hoWever low in circumftanc- 
cs/yet to determine by his grace, to exchange 
interefts with him, at once refolve to fupport 
e*w gofpel, his Xr\xih%, bis Ministers^ Ictwiut 
will become of us ; let Christ see to tbati - 



J O for fuch a temper of foul ! How foon 
would the walls of the city fall, as. the walla 
of Jericho, and we go in and poffefs ; go ia 
and out, and find p^ure ! 

It iis true, my dear Sii*, I cannot affuredfy 
know, what is in the womb of divine Provi- 
^fence, nor what better things God defigns 
lor you J white I am faying however, aH thefc 
things arc againft us ! 1 have nothing leflS 
to comfort me, in this fituation, (if you are 
conftratned to turn away from us) but a- 
bounding grace to the chief of finners ; and 
God's ability to glorify himfelf, and bring tht 
greateft good, out of the grcateft evil. But 
my heart rather trembles for fear of him, and 
1 am afraid of his judgments ; as we do ap- 
pear to be ripening apace, for judgments. 

- Oh, Sir, if you da depart, fhake not off the 
dufl of your feet, for ateflimony againft ns j 
but fliU, if "permitted, lift up a cry for us ! 
May the Lord God Almighty blefs you^ 
ftrengtbcn^ e-ftablifh and fettle you, in hi< 
own way and work, until he take you into 
hij bofom t)f eternal reil \ 

But flop, my pen ! Hulh my fears ! Carry 
me no further naw, in taking a farewell': f<>r 
txpegt God intcrpofe andrelign.me, I ftail 
... .I 
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Aot be abte to bear it ! O, that I may hare 
Ttio wilt but God's 1 And who can tctt. but 
h ihzy yet be bis wi/l^ to give me Mr. H» 
for my minifter ! Perhaps the great heud of 
the church hath chofen him> and will yet 
make bare his arm, for his fettlem^nt, fup- 
port and fuccefs, in poor Newport ! Witb 
God all things are poflible; in the mount of 
the Lord it ihall be feenl 

Who are men, to oppofe infinite wifdom,. 
Almighty power, mercy, love, and faithful* 
nefs ! iUl hearts are inbishand&; Devils 
are at his controul ; and whatfoeyer he hatk ^ 
fore-ordained, shall come to J)afs« The 
Lord reigns, and not afparrow falls, without 
his permiffion. Why fhould we fear ? We 
that are in Chrift, are of more worth than< 
many fparrows : What can we do then, but 
commit the caufe to the great head of the 
church, and fay, " the V)ill of $he Lord be 
done Jf" If he does not interpofo, in uniting 
the hearts of this people ; it may be for wife 
and holy ends. let us hear him faying^ 
Vsf hat I do» thou kpoweft not now, but thou 
fli&lt know hereafter ! 

My dear Sir, you have this to comfort yOu^ 
that you have taken- every metihod, conlillent: 
with ti'uth and a good cox:fc!e;ice, to engjagc: 



and unite this peojJle. I rejoice that yoa 
have this tellimony, in your awn confcience, 
and in ours alfo. No one, I believe, charges 
you with any mifconduA. If you go, you 
ieave a witnefs for God, and yourfelf, in our 
hearts. And oh, may God have all the glory ! 
Way God go on to draw forth your precious 
foul, in. gratitude and thankful praife> the 
fweet employment of heaven 1 By whatever 
means your joy and praife is excited,. 1 will, 
God, helping me, praife and rejoice with you, 
for herein God is glorified ; he hath exprefs* 
ly faid, *' Whofo offereth praife, glorifieth 
me \^ Oh, that I were more, in this delight-' 
fill cxcrcife, which fecmed to fwallow up 
your foul, when you w«ote your laft to me I 
Ohi how do the redeemed above exult !— 
Well, let us flill, dear Sir, amidft all our for* 
uows, bear a part with them ; itnce our Re- 
deemer lives, and hath told 1% that, there- 
fore, we fhall live alfo ! 

If .God is gloriftecl, and we »re accepted 
in the beloved ; let us go on to praife him: 
here below, till we afeend ta join the eternal 
hallelujahs above, and caft down our crowns, 
at the Kcdcemer's feet, forever and ever. 
Amen, hallelujah ! Bold out, faith and pa- 
tience, a little longer ; a ifew more ftruggles,. . 
with fin^ Htm^, and the world^ and aU iiall 
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be well, to all eternity ! How fwect, in this 
view, is this word Eternity ! When we fkafil 
be holy, as God is holy ; pure, as God is' 
pure \ we fliall love, and praife eternaljltI 

But why, hath fuch awrietch a$ I, this 
hope ? Becaufe triumphant grace hath a* 
bounded, to the chief of finners f It is the 
wretched, the miferable, helptefs, and vile, 
Chrift came to fave ; and ftich an one, am If 
I have fled to him, for refuge ; and there- 
fore ftiall npt be confounded, or put to fliaiQe. 
Time fails, I can only return you a thoufand 
thanks, for alt your friendffaip^and favQurs to^ 

Xour sincere Friend^ 



LETTER XLV, 

From Miss 5. A. ta a y^mng friend^ 

My dear friend^ 

I am tenderly concerned for you, and 
have longed for an opportunity to converfe 
with you ; but as I have not any profpe£t of 
a good one, 1 have taken this method. 

And m the firft place, fi^ this on your 
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Aiind ; that it comes from onc» who moft fin- 
cercly loves yoa,^) and is dictated by a heart 
fall of fenfibility and concern, for your bed 
good ; and in fome meafure, impreffed witli 
a fenfe of the vaft importance, of your eter- 
nal falvation* 

I tenderly feel for you, under your outward 
trials. I know they have been great, and 
very affliding! 'But were 1 alTured, that you 
had given yourfelf up to God, had taken hint 
for your portion^ and placed all your happi- 
nefs in him ; though I fliould feel a tender 
fympathy, yet 1 fhould have no caufe for 
anxiety ; becaufe I aih afTured, that all 
tilings fliall work for good, to thofe who love 
himl 

But worldly forrow., worketh death ! Let' 
me then intreat you, not to indulge a repin- 
ing fpirit at the Providence of God, or any 
angry refentment at the inftruments of your 
forrow; But view the hand of God in it» 
and receive the inftru^ion he offers you.— 
I^t not your trials, overwhelm you with care 
and anxiety; for the world, and all things 
in it, arc paffing away, and will foon be gone 
from you, or you from them. O, do not let 
the cares, or the flatteries of this vjun world,, 
influence you to neglefil the means of grace I 
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Indeed, my dear, I have had very painful feel- 
ing of late, on obferving your great negleO: 
of, and inattention to, the worfhip Of God^ 
in public/ I have not faid any thing to ypu^ 
fefpedlng your religious fenciments, while 
you attended at diflPerent places of worfhip ; 
becaufc, 1 hoped, you would examine eind^x. 
But now, 1 cannot be filent ! It is, indeed, 
time for you to know, what you are ! 

Chriflianity is fomething real, and impor* 
tant ; and every rational mindi ought to feel 

it ros 

Enquire * into its doftrincs ; embrace and 
fix on thofe, which appcat>mofl; agreeable to 
.fcripture, and folemnly attend on all its infli* 
tutions. Your great inattention to the hoiif<i 
and ordinances of God,jgives meinexpreffible 
concern. I hope none of your friends, will 
hinder, or difcoarage you. But I know you 
are not likely, to have encouragement, from 
the family, where you live ; who fo wickedly 
negleft the houfc of God themfclves. — Re- 
member your dear mother, ,who, though flic 
Could not hear . a word, yet would go, to fet 
in example to her children. Do, my dear, 
let me intreat you, to give yourfelf time ;— - 
examine what religion is, and of what imp6r- 
ISaace, to you }— reflc£t on your own conduCk^ 
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and fee how you treat it ! The great author 
of chriftianity hath faid, *^ He that is not 
with, me, is againfl me !'* 

Taurs^ affectionatety^ 



LETTER XLVI. 

^rOm Miss S. A. to a friend just reenered 
from the snudl'pox^ but v>bo died suddenly^ 
immediately after^ 

. My dear Friend^ 

You £ave been much iji my mind and 
, heart, fmce I firfl heard of your having that 
diftempen My only refuge has been the 
throne of grace,— -there I have carried you ; 
ani have begged recovering mercy, for you. 
And now, my dear friend, what Ihall I next 
do, after a thankful acknowledgment of the 
:. divine goodnefs, in exciting and anf^fcrlng 
of prayer ; but congratulate you, on your 
recovery, and prefs upon you, the great obli- 
gations you are under, to your divine bcne- 
faftor and healer? — Hath. he brought you to 
the gates of the grave, and from thenc^ b:d 
you return ? — Hath he redeemed your life 
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from death, and ihall it not now, be mqft ft* 
Icmnly devoted to his fervice and glory ?— 
Will n6t my friend now give up herfelf to 
God, and to his people ; and by a more eloft 
union to, and more conflant alTociating with 
them, llidw on whofe fide, Ihe is ? — Will not 
this ilrengthen her, againll the worlds and 
its temptations I 

It hath been with much concern, that I 
have viewed you for fome time paft, abfent- 
hig yonrfelf from your Chrillian friends j 
cfpccially at a time when temptations abound* 
ftnJthe ftrongeft and beft, need every afliftance 
aad help, to keep tliem from being infnared, 
—Chriftian fociety has beqn found, a very 
pov/erful help* Infpiration hath to}^ us, that 
*• Two. are* better than one," 

O my deaf, though God hath fo wonder- 
fully fp^red your life, and -recovered you' 
from that dreadful diftemper; yet death may 
be at the door, ia fome other way ! — We are 
both in the decline of life. We have but a 
little while to live. What is all this world, 
but a vain babble! What relief could it 
afford you, in your late danger and diftrefs i 
Surely none ! — O then, let the late expsri- 
eiue you have had, cure you of all your 
worldly fchemes and purfuits. Now, O now, 



fi&y dear friend, be entreated, to xmike the 
iLord your portion ; lay up all your ^od, ix% 
him ! Let communion with him, and his 
people, be your delightful enjoyment! 

Thus far I wrote, but was obliged to ftopt 
to attend on other duties ; and the fame e* 
yeningi a fudden death, clofed the eyes, and 
finifbed the probation flate, of my friend !— 
She is now beyond the reach of my pen, and 
xxteds not my advice i She knows mor^ 
&an I /do, and feels more of the reaUty (^ 
«temal things, I^^Qne. is taken, and. another 
left 1 May I be ready, when Jehovah calls 1 

• LETTER XLVIL 

Frcm Mrs. S. A. u a particular friends 

Jfy dear Friend^ 

I omitted writing yefterday, becaufe I 
had fo much to fay^ ioA had fo little time; 
and I find the fame reafon today ; yet I can^ 
not forbear, jufl intreatiog you, not to let 
juiy thing you have faid to me, give you the 
Jeafl concern. I receive it mod kindly. I 
think 1 know, all about fuch exercifes. Sa- 
tan, and bodily diforders, have a great hand 
in theia. — They arc a part of that warfare, 
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whiph God affigns his people ; but of whichj[^ 
they Audi come off more than conquerors, 
through the great and glorious Captain of 
Salvation ! Thefe are fome of the tribula- 
tions, through which thofe, who would walh 
their garments in the blood of the dear Lamb, 
niuftpafs; as k purifying furnace to purge 
aw;ay^ ti* well as imbitter fin. Hope in God^ 
my dear, whbfe Almighty arm is iJ>le to fup- 
port and deliren 

Bdi&ocmetobe^ymr in0st cordial^ imr^ 
reserved^ demoted Jmeni^ 

S- A. 



LETTER XLVlIt- -^ 

From Mrs. 0. to Miss S.'A. 

MydcarFriendy^ 

I would gladly write you fome fuitable 
anfwer to your letter, but know not how to 
do it. I feem, in fome fenfe, to be like the 
enquiring, wandering, daughters of Jerufa- 
lem, when the Spoufe was feeking her Be- 
loved, Cant. V. 9. — " What is thy beloved^ 
more than another beloved, O thou fairell 
aimong women, that thou doll fo charge us V\ 



^— -Alas, I. have loft tliofe transFormlfig views 
of his glorious perfeftioas, which fo animate 
and infiame your foul; and the language pf 
iny practice is, there is no form nor come- 
linels in hira, wherefore I lliould defire him* 
Yet I bclienre, ** He ia the altogether lovely" 
one; the xhiefcft among ten thoufands!'* 
—But O, I cannot get near to him ; and 
this camiQU t plainly foe,' is my ftubbora 
will ! O, if that were but bowed to the fcep- 
tre of King jefuS) I ihould foon find better 
times. 

I have been for fome time paft, rambling 
•ut among means and creatures, in a wilder, 
nefs. And I am fure, Ifhall not find rB^ft, 
till I return, and (lay myfelf upon God. Put 
I cinnot find the waj- back again ! Yct» 
methinks, Ihear Chrift fpeaking to me, in 
his word/ ** I am thp way, the truth, and 
the life." — O, if I could but clafp my Saviour, 
in the arms of a ftrong, and lively faith, I 
ihould do well ; though a thoufand things 
were againft me. But without him, 1 caA 
do nothing.- 

Iknow I have too often tried your pa- 
tience, with my fruitlefe complaints ; yet if 
I write at all, 1 muff write as 1 feel'. *' Out 
b{ the abundance of the heart, the mouth 
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fpcaketh,**— The Lord be with you, and 
make you exceeding glad, with the light of 
his countenance.— If God gives you a heart 
to pray, pray hard for 

Twr Friend^ 

S- O. 

LETTER XLIX- 

From Mhs S. A. to a friend at a distance, 
^v>ben Miss S. A, xva^ m the country^ in 
tini€ oj the "osau 

Jlfy dear^ very dear Friend, 

Shall I ever fee you again ?— O bow 
long, how painful th^feparation 1 * Were it 
.not for the expcnce of travelling, and my 
cowardly fpirit, 1 Ihould doubtlefs have at- 
tempted a journey to fee you, and the reft of 
my friends, this fpring ; but thefe are a bar 
in my way- 

God, in his providence, hath dealt* very 
kindly with me j I am able pretty comforta- 
bly to go five or fix miles on the Sabbath, to 
meeting. — The family are very kind to me, 
and I want for nothing of a worldly nature. 
Ihave not any trials but what would be re« 
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moved, if my heart was properly imprefled 
with the infinite importance of divine and e«, 
temal things. — p xiiy leannefs, my leannefs ! 

" I rejoice my dear, that you are feated un- 
der fuch a wife, pious, and zealous minifter ; 
and in the midft of fuch a number of Chrillian 
friends ! 

O that, at fuch a time as this;fthe friends of 
God would diftinguifli themfelves ; in Hem- 
ming the torrent of univerfal corrupticn,-and 
in the moft difmtereiled attachment to tl^ 
caufe of Chrift ! I hope things with you, 
appear in a more encouraging lights It is 
v^ry dark here, fo far as I can learn ; and 
indeed our public afikirs wear a more gloomy 
afpedl in my view, on account of the dreadfal 
degeneracy, fo very apparent! — However, 
it is a cotifolation to know, that Jehovah, will 
be pcrfedlly juftificd by aft the upright; and 
.Ihall be glorified by all ihofe things which 
take phfcc^, iu confequence of thefc provocar 
tions« 

Jehovah reigns ? — May the divine gocd- 
nefs ever Mtend you. 

Tours f in the strangest bonds ^ 

S-A. 
K 
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I^ETTER L. l 

Fn^m Miss S. A.* to the same person ; ajfteik 
a short intervievfj vntbcacb ptben 

My ^ar friend^ 

It fcems but like a dream,; that I have 
fecn^you ! The time was fo fliort, and at- 
tended with fo many interruptions, which 
were unavoidable ; by which that near, and 
intimate, familiar uribofoming, which I had 
been longing for, was prevented. O that I 
might learn wifdom, th^gh taught it by* 
briers and thorns. 

I have paffed through a trying feene, fince 
I faw you ; have been again feparated frono 
my deareft connexions, and moft valuable^ 
important, fpiritual privileges.*—! muft re- 
fer you to Mr. H. for ray ftory. I would 
have returned to Newport ; but divine pre- 
vidence has ordered otherwife. I know it is 
moft juft ; God hath taken nothing from me^ 
but what I have abufed, in a mofl dreadful 
manner I * 

Our dear, worthy pafior, I thin|f , has ffaonc 
with a tenfold luftre, in his miniftrations and 

• Mil* A. was ohli^Fid to \%vi^ Newport, a Acond tinw. 
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conduft* fincc his return to Newport.* — ^The* 
greatnefs of his foult exercifed in fuch dtfin- 
terefted benevolence and zeal for God, hath« 
filled toe with wonder and admiration ; and 
it gives me pleafure to learn, that he is lik# 
ta^xercifeit ftill at Newport^ th'oujgh J am* 
fbut out ! This is a id ark providence, and> 
yet, that I fhould be fo provided for here^ 
and fliould be treated fo kindly^. calls for a^ 
grateful acknowledgment*.. 

May the deaf, divine Redeemer, be your; 
fure prote£tion, aiyi his infinite fulnefs, youi» 
abundant, delightful repaft. To him I com* 
RHt you, my truly dear friend, and amr 

s: a; 

*n^r. Hopkins • returned; immediately affiMr th« BritiQ^r 
evacuated' 'tbe town. 



EETTER LI; 

Ji^ram Miss Sir A. ta a friend at a dktantef, 
wben Miss Ar ums keeping. School^ in the* 
cmntry^ 

^ d€ar^ 'aery dear Friend^ \ 

1-have-^ rdjoeived xyto letters itooi^fsM^^ 
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which were mofl: welcome to me ; but I hare 
not time now to fay much, having many let* 
ters to write, which mull go by this oppor- 
tunity. 

I conclude you have had my hiftory, from 
jout dear Paftor^ fo I IKall not go back.-^ 
When i parted hft, I had feelings not eafily 
«xpreflcd /S^jut I refleiled, and faid, ** it is; 
the Lord," and wa€ quieted. The next day" 
I heard the Rev, Mr. B. preach, from thefe 
words, *' Call no man father.''* — O, it was, 
like apples of gold ! a word in feafon ! 

I had many objeftlons againfl going to Mr; 
G — 's, to flay ; however^ there and ihere^ 
only. Providence fefemed to lead, and I \va&. 
to iollow. — But He, who governs the uni- 
verse, had fomething elfe in view. While I 
\rr^ here, the. Col. mentioned my flaying, to. 
inftruft his little children this winter; I 
agreed, and am moft kindly entertained by 
this family, and the employment hitherto has 
not been difagreeable. God appears to have 
ordered my lot, in much mercy ! — I find I 
stoi not able to attend fo clofcly to the exer- 
cifes of my mind as formerly, and therefore 
efleem it a great favour to be employed ia 
any fervice, ihat infinite wifdom fees bell i i£ 
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.1 may not be found idle, and fo be cafl out 
i)f God's vineyard ! O, may I be faithful, 
^nd the dear little ones be profited. I never 
thought myfelf calculated for this fervice; 
but fince God has called me to it, I know he 
can aflift and blefs, the weakeft inftrumcnt^. 
To him 1 feel difpofed to look. 

I have had a letter from Newport, whicli 
.informs of thfl death of MnOfUyn. Dear 
Mrs, O. fecms to be left alone ; but I truft, 
file is faft ripening for a better fociety. 

my dear, I have a thoufand things to 
fay, ' which I cannot fay with my pen* I 
have my trials, the greatcft of ^hich, is a bar- 
ren heart, under aj^tlje manuring of divine 
providence. 

1 am clofing a year, which has been filled 
up witii the moft aflonifliing forbearance, anid 
falvations. Jylethinks there never was a 
hiore righteous fentence than that woald be, 
** CUT IT DowK/ why cumbereth it the' 
ground !*' 

Jehovah hath feemed to be trying it out 
with me ; to fee if I will be reclaimed, and 
brought to fruitfulnefs, by the moft wonder* 
fol care, condefcenfion and goodnefs, exer^ 
cifed toward the moft vile and ill-dcfervingl 



a 14 fAUltXAZ tETTZtLS. 

But if fovcreign mercy doth not trlumpk ftill, 
♦I muft foon firik under the weight ! — O th«t 
the next year, may be^ayear of fome fuitable 
returns. A year, when the dear feparated 
connexion may be gathered together ; and 
•unite, in bringing forth that fruit, which 
ft all be to the praife and glory, of our God, 
. ,aud Redeemer. 

With t«idereft falutations to dear friends 
^with you, I am, 

_ 5. A, 

LETTER LIT. 

From Mr 9. S. A* to a frmi^ 
Worthy friend^ , 

The fweetnefe of friendfhip, cbnfiftcth 
ytry much, in fmccre, mutual love, andfym- 
pathy. Such I truft is ours.— I would prove 
it thus on my part, nor will I doubt it on 
yours. — While I fympathize with you in the 
various trials in the Chriflian'life, I will give 
you fome of the exercifes of my own foul ; 
that, if poffible, Imay help to remove your 
jpcefcnt fears, ^nd dark forebodingiSr 



''Yikif cafe, is not fo flngular, as you ima^ 
^nc:— All thoife who haveinlifted under Jefua^ 
dhrift, muft appear in arms, and fight. We- 
may as well wiih to be excluded, from all in- 
tereft in him, as to bt exempted from thefe 
fere combats! It is the fixed engagement, 
vfe are under,- to our Lord; — to fight, againft 
iln and Satan, as long as they oppofe, which 
will be as long as we remain in this militant' 
ftatfc. This life is called, a vale of tears !— 
Sins and forrows encompafs our path, through 
this witdernefs ! Well, fince it is thus, let 
us not be over-anxious aftef reft here, but 
cxpecl and prepare for daily conflifts ! — O, * 
let our utmoft defire be, to glorify our God 
and Saviour, and fweetly reft in that. It is 
certain, if we fincerely love God, we fhall 
willingly forego our comfort, for his glory. 
— Q» how divine the pleafure, how unipeak- 
able the fatisfadtion ; of beholding ourfelves, 
as inftruments of glorifying God ! In this 
view, I fometimes behold with great delight, 
the moft amazing trials of my life. At fome 
fcafons, I feem to be called, to combat with 
he/I itfelf !— I am befet, with a legion of De- , 
vils, at once !— All combined to root my 
foul, from its foundation. 

And " if the foundation be dcflroyed, 
ivhxit can the righteous da J'' What indeed, ^ 



ican they do ! I do not mean doubts. %bout 
Qur own intereft in Ghrift, the fmcerity of otur 
^ith, lo^t^ 8cc. for.thefe may be falfe, 9x16. yc?t 
there m^ty^be hope;. — ^but if the roiTKBA- 
1E10N, of tbern, Wierc deftroyed, viz. the B^r 
ipg of Ood ; the fecurity .of falvation, by 
Chrift ; or the reality of all religion : if thi^ 
could be deflrpyedf what could tixe righteoas 
4o ! !-r-Satan hath long been ftriying to de- 
ilroy my belief of thefe truths. My wul hath 
^en greatly amazed, with fuch conflicts as 
are inexpreffible ! But glory to God, eternal 
praifes to him, who hath proved J(iis B^ing ^ 
the all-fufficiency of Chrift ; and the realitjr 
joi religion ; by giving me ftrength, and fucjh 
abidance, even caufing me to tiiumph ixx 
.yjftorj ! 



TourSj 



S. A* 



LETTER UIL 

Ftom Mrs. O, to Miss S. A. 

J^y dear Friend^ 

I fend you the copy of my letter to Mr?. 
■ Do not Ihow it to any body, except 

to — — ., I feel tender, and would not ex* 
jpofc her any farther than iht honor of GoA 



. <«alls for. I have not had any word in reply, 
but ihe is much more pleafant than before. 

, -^The Lord over-rule it for good I My con- 
fcience .is greatly relieved* May the beau- 
tiful golden >rule« be ever mine* I could not 

..tjalk ; my heart was too full ! 0» I am a 
dreadful co ward. Keprovingi is of all works^ 

. one of the hardeft ! 

Divine Providence hath forbid my jourtiey 
;to Stoningtpn, and I am quite fati^ed : God 
doth all t}iings well, l^ray for me. Who 
Hnows but ^ur next meeting will be in hea« 
vcii? O, when ihall I get there I This 
world is a tirefome place ! Methinks my 
name, is, weary §ftbiV)orld. May 1 with 
patience wait, till Chrift ihall let me behold 
,his glory !— The Lord be with you, my dear 
friend. I am, ^ thoufand times, 

XwrSf 

s. o, 

J-ETTJER LIV. 
Fr(m Miss S. 4* to Ms. 0. 

My diear Mr^. 0. 

Other concerns, have Vitherto prevented 
iriy writing ; but 1 dare not omit it any long- 
(e.r, though l.haye but a' moment of time. 



c O, when fcall eternity begin ! I have beetv 
converfing with deaths in all its ghaftly hor-r 
TOtt J and yet it cannot frighten away mjf 
moft ardent defires for a releafe from the 
body.— Still 1 view the viffories and triumphs 
of my Redeemer ; and by faith, fee him wha 
ir invifible ! By faith,! behold him gone to 
heaven to fecure, and prepare si raanfion fwr 
ilge ! He, having overcome death, and tri- 
umphed over the grave ; hath engaged to, 
bring at laft, perfefilly juftified, through his 
merits, all tbofe who believe in him. — There : 
Ifliall behold then nclouded face of God,and" 
drink full draughts of the rivers of pleafure ! . 
Q my friend, my foul even breaks with 
Jonging, after this God ! This chofen, this 
only happinefs of my foul. All my other 
wimes,".ar6 fwallowed up in this 1 

O that, while I am kept in this diftant 
iand, I might be favoured with more fweet 
and frequent fortafte's, more pledges, and 
earnefts of his love ! O* for one divine ray 
of light, in this dark .foul. P, for orte beam 
of the fun of righteoufnefs, this would make 
a glorious day ! — O, that your Redeemer*'- 
and mine, would take us nearer to himfelf 1 
O, tell him I long to lean on his bread: ! — 
Tell him, I even faint, jbr fome renewed ma- ' 
nifeftations of his perfc6Vions to my foul I-^- ' 



?<G, how much dearer would they- be to iti6 
'<thauilife, and all the delights on earthi 

.,/ am yours in sincerity^ 

s. a; 



LETTER LV. 

JRr^w Miss S. A. to a friend^ wbo H»as under 
some spiritual difficulties. 

J3fy dear friend^ 

I am always gladto hear from you ; iMit 
«why are you caft down ? Is not your Rc- 
4eemer, the fame Almighty, omnipotent, 
faithful and gracious God, as ever? Is not 
his covenant-failhfulnefs as immutable, as 
-when you rejoiced in itas all your falvation, 
and all your defire ? — O, keep your hold of 
it ; for he, willoiever lean^e nor.forfake, any 
of his people ! 

How was It with the difciples ? Jefus 
xrondrained them to get into a fhip, and pafs 
over unto the other fide,* without him. And 
what was the confequence ? — Why, the c- 
yening game on, and they were in the midft 



S^ the faaf with a contrary wind, toiling ilk 
rowing ; sgicl they knew not J$fu$, when tae 
wa^ commg to them, on this boiderous fea ; 
but fuppofed him to be a frightful ghofl, and 
cric4 out ! — It is faid he would have paffed 
by'theni, but they were not afleep, for they 
all faw him ; and fuppofing him to be a fpi- 
rit, Cried ouL^ Then, then-, did he hear 
their cry, and manifefted himfelf unto them : 
1? Be of good cheer ; it is L be not afraid.^ 
-—And he entered into the (hip, and the wind 
ceafed, and they were filled with joy and 
wonder ! v. v 

: ♦ O, how often is this the cafe, with his poor 
difciples, when he caufes them to pafs on the 
fea of temptation, without his fenfible *|>re^ 
fence ! It is well for them, if they are not 
afleep. — Toiling and rowing, are beft for 
them to keep them awake, and great fears to 
make them cry out in earneft !— Jefus will 
then appear for them, and comfort their 
fouls ; bring them to land, and^aft to their 
defired haven of everlalling reftf ' 

In heaven, there will be no evening,— rnd 
contrary winds,— no toiling or rowing, on. 
tempeftuous feas — no diflreffing fears nor 
abfcnce from Jefus forever! There, the 

• Mark vi. 49. 



weary are at reft, and the wicked ceafe 
from troubling 1 There all onr hopes and 
wifhes theet ; and Jefiis, will be forever 
known by the name, Ehmanurl !— O, tbst. 
will be Emmanuel's knd, where holy fouls 
will forever refide ; and all will unite in 
Scribing, glory and honor, thankfgiving and 
waife, to the enthroned Redeemer ! 

O, for the joyful day t But until then, 
we muft keep clofe to our leader, the Captain 
of our Salvation ;— obey the word of cofti- 
niand ;^-fight like valiant foldiers, fired with 
a^ noble zeal and ardour, for the honor of our 
God 1 We may fight, and be courageous, 
fmce the battle is the Lord's ; and he hath 
affured us,^ that through him, we ftiall come 
off, more than conquerors ! 

. O my dear, you-are lifted under Chrift, and 
you mult you will fight. Sometimes the hoft 
of hell are fent to fight, with neither great 
nor fma,ll, but with the King of Ifrael only. 
—They point their arrows againft the perfec- 
tions of God ; his word, &c. O then call 
on him to fee to his own caufe, and he will 
0ot leave you to fall^ in his battles.— But I 
99iuil have done. 

TourSf 



LETTER LVL 

Front Miss StA* to a Friend^ 

ify dear Innd friend^ 

I«feel that I^am under a thoixfand obliga^^ 
dons to you, which I take pleafnre in acknow^- 
ledging ; yet were it not fo, xny aiIe£tion for- 
you would not fu&r me to be iilent. I • 
ha^ve, With<^ fonie degree of fenfibility, felt 
the anxiety of my friend, and rejoiced istr 
the accompjifhment of her wiihes. And» 
now the ]pear is doling, I am attending her in; 
the refledions fhe. is making, on the divine - 
mercy andgoodnefs in thepafi, and her en-- 

q^iries and purfiofes for the efffuing year. 

— ♦* What &aU I render to the Lord ?— I will , 
f9y my vows, &c."-— And while I rejoice- 
with my friend in all her agreeable profpeAs, 
I^obferveher inall'her fears and defpond*. 
etices. I know your circumftances, amidfi: 
all their agrecfables; are attended with many * 
fnares and temptations; It is' probable, you * 
will be entering on the new jrear when you*' 
receive this; I will tljen wifh you may enjoy 
the raoft powerful, and themoft pleafing views • 
of the divine, all-gloriousRedeemer, in his- 
infinite! importance, authority and worth; 
and hear him faying, " If any man will be 
my difcxple^ he mull forfake Atlier and mo-^ 



&r Ai 
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Aef ; he mud deny Wmfelf, take up his crofs» 
and follow me."' — May youv my friend, with 
the firqineft of ^ Dat^idi jdfolvet (if to be re- 
ligious, if ta be vile) to be more vile flill.I 
1 wifh, niy friend, all that divine wifdom, 
which is neceffia.ry . tQ rcicpmroend religion^ 
to the confeiences of all, >vithout giving up 
,one tittle of its precepts, or purity. My 
friend will forgive my freedom. SheknoWj^ 
^ love her, therefore I thus write. 

Taurs^ affectionately y ^ 

BETTER LVIL 

Jram Miss S. jL t^a partmiar friend* ^ 
^y dear Friend^ 

I have juft received yours. — Am forry 
to hear of your illnefs ; but, let Godfervp 
himfelf of us, in ihe way he pleafes. For 
this, we were made v — ^for this, we are pre* 
ferved ; — for this, we were redeemed ;— *• 
and, what are we fit for, but this ?^ — Wp 
fpmetimes wiflx, and long,toferve the Lord,; 
but, in very deed, it is He only, that ferveth' 
himfelf of us. And what oan we. wilh, (^ 
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•defire, beyond this ? Being interefted ill 
his fpecial favour, through Jcfus ChrHl, what 
more can \vc defirc, than to be ufed by him, 
to promote his own wife purpofes. 

We are bis, by every poffible bond^ and 
obligation. — O, to me, it is a delightful 
thought. — Would to God, that he would gla- 
^rify bimfelf, by ev€ry faculty of my foul^ and 
by every tncmber of my body ; with tvtry 
thought and imagination of my heart and 
every circumflanee of my hfe I This is my 
Heaveo, to be for him, and for none other I 
— C), that he would take pofleffion ©f mjr 
ivbo/e foul ! O, when fiiall I arrive to ther 
ilature, of a perfeft man^ ia>Chrift Jefus !— 
And when fhall I fee,, the univerfal fpread 
of his kingdom! I have been longiag for 
this, till my very foul, break? with defire ! 
O my friend, do t^U me fomething, of your 
cxercifes, refpeding Zion ; I long to know, 
•—I want every Satnt to arife, and plead the 
caufe of Zion, with her great and glorious 
head ! O, to fee God glorified, and fmners 
purified ; to feel, and fee, the goings, and 
glory of God, in his ordinant:€s, and provi- 
dences, infirnitely outweighs all other R^of- 
•pefts, my foul can have any idea of!— O,. 
for more of God, for more of God; in m}[fcl^ 
and others I 
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I drag about a dead weight, which taints 
tffl I do ; while all about me, partake of the 
infection. — Q, woe is me, that I am pollut- 
ed, and dwell in the midft of pollution ! — ^ 
O, when will my Redeemer c^me, and de- 
ftroy thcfe his enemies ! When will he 
come, and purify to himfelf, a peculiar people I 

I must take his people in, withmyfelf"; 
I have no intereft, feparate from the caufe of 
£ion. liview myfelf as a member of that 
body, of which Chrift my Lord is head ; — • 
and if one member fuffers, all the membert 
fuffer with it ; and if one member be honor- 
ed, all the members rejoice ; and to perfeO: 
the body, they iall need the fame things that 
I need, though not perhaps to the fame de- 
gree ; asIam.fo far behind; in conformity to 
my great head. But, blefTed be God, he 
hathproraifed to perfefk, that which is want- 
ing. • 

1 greatly rejoice in, and with you. O my 
*dear, love much, and praife much ! — ^Striv6 
.to help my too-cold affedlions, that the Ke- 
deemer may have the glory which is his 
due ! But U, what can depraved, finite mor- 
tals render, for infinite benignity ? 

We can but lifp, his praifes now ; but O, 
Heavca will raife, and purify pur fon^. But 
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I may not a3cl.— Pray for me, pray for ZioR, 
and may God Almighty blefs you, with the 
fceft of bleffings. 

T4)urs^ affcciionattly^ 

S. ^ 



LETTER LVIII. 

JFrom Miss S.A. to Mrs. O. 

Dear Mr^. 0. 

I find little difpofition to write, yet I 
dare not give way to floth ; finice it hath ple^ 
cd God, to blefs to us,thi$ mode of converfmg.* 

I am indeed furrounded with divine good- 
nefs.. God hatli been pleafed to favour m?5 
o{ late, with feme nearet accefs to himfelf, 
than ufual. O, how fweet is the thought, of 
being in covenant with God ! With this 
glorious Redeemer, — under whofe dear pro^ 
teftion, we are always safe ; and may be 
happy ^ if we are not wanting to ourfelves,— • 
It is in this Saviour, th^t I would boaft and 
glory ! I know I am, in myself. weak» 
worthl^fs and vile, helplefs, and without de.- 
fence ; but in Christ Jesus^ I truft I am 
(Iron^, and i:ompletely bleffisd. — O, the Wl« 



Searchable riches, of our purchafed redemp- 
tion ! Here I may have joy» and rejoice ; 
under the deepeft, and moft afflifting fenfe, 
of my finfal, wretched, and undone ftate, by 
nature ! — All my miferies, do but ferve to 
make my dear Redeemer appear more, i/j/f- 
nhefy more precious ! Here, methinks, I 
could dwell forever. O, the falnefe of Jefus 
Chrift! What is he, in himfelft And what 
hath he dene, for me ? But tkefe are qucf- 
fions which none, but his own infinite felf^ 
can anfwer ! No finiie being can give a full 
4infwer ! — O then, let us feek a deeper, ex- 
perimental knowledge of him ; for although 
rwe can never exprcfs, or conceive his fulnefs, 
>yet we may obtain fome transforming views 
*of his perfcftions ? 

And now my friend, what more can I fay ? 
"Nothing, but what I truft you know, better 
.than I can tell you — that he- is altogether 
Jovely ; the chiefeft'amongft ten thoufands ! 
This is my beloved, and^this I truft is my 
friend !— 'But my thoughts are too fall, for 
nime or pen to exprefs ! Therefore I mull 
^conclude. 

ihtrs^ in Chrht Jesia^ 

S. A.» 
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LETTER LIX^ 

JFrom Miss S. A. to a particular friend in 
Newport^ nuhen Miss A. 'mas in thecmmlry. 

My very dear Friend^ 

'. I wrote you a long letter, and gave it to 
the bearer on Thurfday> Yeflcrdayj and to* 
day, I have received yours, I thank you^ 
my kind friend, for thefe repealed iuftances 
ci your love. 

I am affefted with the circumftances of 
my dear Mrs. B ■ . How kind is Provi- 
yidence to her, in carrying you there, at this 
time, to be with her. Will flie not hope in 
divine mercy? O my dear, Mrs. B— ,* 
Js not fovercign grace, to be magnified ?-t— 
Is not mercy, to be built up forever ? — Buf 
where are fitter fubjefts for it, than you and 
I ? Cannot you commit yourfelf into the 
hands of Chrifl ? " Among the Gods, there 
is none like him.*" Nor are there any words, 
like his. 

Does he not choofe to dlfplay his power 
and grace, in the moft wretched, and moft 
dcfperate cafes?— The mighty Redeemer, 

* Mifs A. now addreifcs tlie perfon memioned in th« iaft 
paragraph. 



Ss more tHan equal, to all yaur neccffities^ 
fears, and diftreffcs. — My waiting eyes, are 
to him ; who alone can fpeak peace, and 
tonfolation to your foul, while I feel the ten- 
dereft emotions of friendfhip and fympatby. 

I have been out to meeting, all day. The 
text in the raforning was, " All is vanity,; 
and vexation of fpirit**' — ^This afternobnt 
** Behold his face, in righteoufnefs ;" fw^et 
and precious truths. I thought thisr was thd 
•Heaven T wanted, this was what my foul de- 
fired, to behold his face, in righteoufaefs !— 
Among the many thoughts which I had, one 
Jiras, of feeing my dear Mrs. B— — there, 
triumphing in fovereign grace ! 

I feel a defire to fee Newport, this fall ; 
|}^t aiufl: Ipave it with infinite wifdom. 

ToatSy sincerely y 

S. A. 

LETTER LX: 

From Miss S. A, to a particular friend in 
the country ; written in Newport ^ V)ben is 
V)as a garrison by the British. 

My dear Friend^ 

I have had peculiar HatisfaAion, in that 
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kind, .and gracious Providence, which caW 
ried you out. I have rejoiced that your waj:, 
(fo far as we could judge) was made fo proC- 
perous; while, clouds and darkneDs, increafe 
torius! 

On the 7th November, I was called to part' 

T^ith my dear filler T . Her pain and 

diftrefs, ipcreafed faft upon her, after you left 
51s. O, it was anaffefting fcene — to fee the 
univerfal, extreme pain, in which flie lay, 
jvithout a murmuring word, — yea, with a 
xheer&xlnefs, becoming the Chriftian charac- 
ter^ to her laft moments; — waiting for, and 
expefting, her ^diflblution 1 . On Thurfday^ 
about ten o'clock, -fhe expired! After I had 
.attended on her through this finifliing fcene, 
and all was done for her that could bedonc^ 
it appeared duty, to turn to my dear Mrs. O* 
who was sick; deftitute; and in afflidlion:; 
not»knowing, but God would call me to attend 
her, through the like fcene! But I found 
her better, though very weak.— At this time, 
and a little beifore, I had been brought .to 
i^reater ftraits than ever. — More than two 
weeks, we were deftitute of wood, .only a^ 
little, which our dear Mrs. M. fent us ; and 
<the weather, was extremely cold.* But ,0, 

• The town was very deftitute of Wood, and other neceP. 
.Ciugraruclesof XMt^.^i tbis tune. 



Ay- dear, I had an mfitiitt God; it was 
enough f-r-1. faw ihyfelf to be in the very 
circumftances, infinite wifdom, perfect re^n^ 
tude^ bbundlefs goodnefe, and never-failing 
iaithfulncfs, had chofeh for mt. — I gloried 
in it— and though thefe circumllances, were ' 
not in ibemsdves defirable ; yet, confidered 
as the wife choice, of an all-glorious— ^all-per« 
fed Being, I preferred them, as in«xpreffibly 
more eligible, than any that I, or any of my 
deareft, earthly friends, could choofe for me I 
^— And at this time, through sovereign grace^ 
I truft 1 was enabled to perform ray former 
^efolutibri, " that v)ben earth should sever aj^i. 
Jrom me^ I "would boasts and gloty in my choice 
of God I" Indeed, as far as we have* any 
ntruc-love, to the glorious Jehovah ; a view 
^f bis government, will reconcile us, to any 
possible fituation! 

Our dear Mrs. O. feems to be in very 
^diflFerent circumftances, from any ihe ever 
iaw before. — Refuge, and helpers fail ;— 
and .Ihe does not feem to poiTefs that cpnfi- 
;dence, and joy, which was ufual in difficulties. 
i^Yet I know God will appear, he will not 
forfake ; hU faithfulnefs, will not fail ! 

We have feen darker times, I think, iince 
ym l^ft us, than ever before, and our prol^ 



peas more gloomy.-*- Yet Jehovah is tfie 
fame ; — as able to deliver, as ever ! If wc 
are bis, (and I truft we are) 4t is his caufe^ 
his intcreft, his charge, to, care for us ; cji- 
redl, fupport, deliver us, or fanftify all eviU. 
otp us. Verily there is no help for us, but 
ill God ; — and furely that is enough ! 

O, it is good, if the will of God be fo, that 
we Ihoiild be in circumflances, which con- 
ftrain us to look to him alone ; Ihut up from 
all helpers, but the Lordi 

Hitherto, efpecially of late, I have felt 
myfelf in the hands of Jehovah, following 
where he leads. 1 did not want to Hay ; 
fain would I hav6 gone away,* he held me.-^ 
1 rebelled, and was almoft fhipwrccked in 
tlie ftorm ; all my fupport at times was^ that 
the mighty Redeemer was able to conquer 
me ; I v/as in his hands, and he knew what 
to do, withhis frowardchildren.'r^And new, 
here I am, conftrained to fay ; he hath done 
all thkxgs WELL ! 

Here I am^ let me butfollQW, where Chrift 
Uads; — go where, and when, he commands; 
—abide where he choofes, and let ten thou^ 
Oind deaths await me ; all is well ! 

'•When the Britttb took pofleffion of Newport, Mifs A« 



O my dear friend, I fear nothing, but the 
leall deviation, from the moll wife, and holy 
law, and will, of Jehovah! — I think, if be 
ihould point out the way, for me to go to my 
dear connexions, I ihould gkdly embrace it^ 
yet if he fay, fiay here ; can lobjeft, after 
. all that I have feen of Jehovah, in this place ? 
•—Surely God hath not left himfeif without 
vitnefs, that " he is good to the evil, and 
unthankful," every day ; every moment, is 
this fcripture fulfilled before ray eyes, and 
upon me ! I am polluted, and dwell among 
^polluted people ; a people of unclean lips !* 
.—Yet Jehovah works here ; were it not for 
this, I am fure thefe circumdances, and this 
tlace would have been a very Hell; but here 
X have enjoyed a very Heaven, if heaveft 
confids in manifeflations of Jehovah^s cha«» 
xadlen 

O my dear, ta some peopFe, my letter 
would feem to be full of contradidions. The 
diftrefs and miferies of this place are* great ; 
—the profpcfts, 1 may fay big, with ^\^r^ 
evil- — I think 1 would not (lay here another 
day, for all the richoe on earth ! — Yet, if 
my Redeemer hold me here, I hope to gaim 
M 

♦ Mifii A. bits refe«nc€ to the profanity of the troop, 
which dwcU m the tow", a^ *^hat .time ; and much cf whick? 
hsr fiiuaUQji obliged h«r w he in ihc hearing of. 
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tiritUBl riches ;*-^9' hea^venty tfeafttr0*}'>tS 
e more of .God ftill ; here 1 asfi, let t^ 
hoed do with xne^ as ftemeth him good ! 

.1 have juH been to fee JVffS. O. ; find hxc 
not quite fo dejefted, as flic was yefterdnji 
though every thing ia Providence appean? 
dark, refpe^tng her l WeU, let f?iith waiS 
on ; and truft in, the mighty Ged of Jacobs 
yea, glory in his government. 

Since 1 wrote the above, Mrs* O. has re- 
ceived a letter, and prefent, from Mrs. »> 
This coming from fuch an unexpe&ed cuar- 
ter, and at this time, has greatly affe&ed<Ji2r 
Friend. — She cries; furdy the finger of God^ 
is in it!-i— Now, fay my friend, is not Jeho* 
^ab^ worthy to be trusted^ 

. Another datc^' in the fame l^ter :«*— 

And now, my dear, we muft flill trull hi 

. God ; it looks as if the very dregs of the cw^ 

ar(; for us ; the probability now^is, that ih^ 

small-pox will fpread, and what diilrefs wili 

tills ocQafion !^ . 

I think .we are called to weeping anct 

*■ Vtty few ofthr inhftbitiims oC Newport, ever hid th# 
fmaH-pox : as it never went thrQUg:h lie town.— Had it 
i^rcad, at that time of getienU calamity, Uwoiild ba?tb(C» 
diAicUb^ indeed ! 
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Iteimiangi bat not to defpatr. No, the Lerd 
jret lives ; — Jehovah reigns ;^— let us rejoice^ 
tlbough it be with trembling ! I have inany 
difficulties, both perfonal and relative, to en* 
counter, but God orders them alL I am con« 
ftrained to look to him.— 'Perhaps I IhaU not 
be able to add to my letter.^ Let my fi^ends 
know alL Pray for us, blefs God ; give 
much. love. ^ 1 have waited for thy falva^ 
tion^ O Lord ; and it fliall come ! 

Another date: v . 

' I muft begin again, as my letter does not 
go yet. Where are all my dear friends, (I 
mink c( them by name) who have been pray* 
ing for me,, in this time of captivity ?— -Let 
them not ceafe, I am extremely needy ; — my 
cir^umilances tiying ;— but, through their 
prayers ; the grace of the Lord Jefus, caf% 
caufe me to glory, in tribulation ? O, the 
wonderful grace of God, revealed in the got 
p^I I What more can I want !-« I find, *^* the 
word of the Lord endures forever !"— It is a 
tried word ! God is a prefent help, in trcru^ 
ble ; he is near at hand.-— O the infinite 
per&dion of hii government ! What con* 
lummate hai^idefs ; what complete blefled* 
mIs; to |)e wadtt ||i8 dominion !-— But I 
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*iuft fto^ ; one ^?cy MiiH rfeveal it*— O, fef 
an etet'tikx^ to ciefebrai^ his pdu&s f ! 

LETTER LXI. 

JFV(J)tr J/;5* S. A. fa lie Rcxt. Mr. 0op^if»i 

Jtev, cmd nery deaf Sif^ 

A s I know I am bound to belicre things^ 
which I cannot comprehend ; fo I am bound 
to believe, when you exprcft yourfelf gratifi- 
ed 1^ ray writing ; but how a perfon ef.ymr 
difceromg can bi^ fb* 1$ beyond i^y concep- 
tioil* Yet while I cannot have -the Ifiaffi 
doubt of your fi^cerity, 1 will write f and 
tcjotce that I may do it withan entire freedom.^ 

There w not any tihfng which ^res'mea 
»M>fe pkaing fenfation, and ratfes tny foul 
more tb God* than yodr fupports ind enjoy- 
ments^* And, by my acquaintance with you,^ 
I truft there is a new fcene of eternal enjoy- 
Aicnt opened j and I hope, in a moi*e perfeft, 
nninterrwpted manner, to partake of your 
)oy and triumph, through our alleonquering 
Emmanuel forever t 

• Qb, how big is thenrefentftate^ ef*n dve* 
vy circumfiaace of it, widx eternal pleafurea 



to the friends of Cbrift, in his highell, and 
inoft glorious exaltation, as Head over all 
liiiiil^ !-rr^^^at an iisfimte weight of bound- 
lefs j«ys» muft they have, in the tjiought, th^t 
JDomifiian is wilk him I~-Oh, if I did but 
*Bplieyfi' th?^t he- i^* what ^e reelly is, this 
trath "wovIdT)reaJk all j^ captive chains; 
'f^nd t>/5 an unfailing foufceof jpy and traiv 
^iitlHty,. even amiSft all the evils, which en;, 
^iompafs both my friends and myfelf.-rl am, 
4ear Sir, tenderly concerned for your health 
at prefent, and cannot but urge to the ufe of 
1^ beft m(^m» r>nd '* let thi Lord ^ that, 
^mhifh, Cwnw gpad, i» his fighu'*: 

/ I tha^i^ y()u, Sirn f^r y^iir Uftj l^nd, yalu,. 
^ble fj^your ; andam'rMdy to wonder, that 
^midd all your^many, and important Jabours^ 
you ihould condefcend tq hold a correlpond- 
. ince with one fp ,unworthy--- 1 knew yoij. 
have, vffMy too high* Anopinipn.of me ; but 
fQ it muft be, or I fhould not have an abiding 
|n the fociety of the people of God ! May 
the Lord encreafe the number of ypur dear 
^hriftian friends ; ^nd may they allvbe equal 
to your beneyiolent conception of thenu 

/ am^ dear Sir^ 
Twrsr mder tb^ most sabred ^ili^ations^ 

5. A. 
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LETTER LXIL 

. From Mrs. S.A. to tie En. M". S. 

Fery dear Sir^ 

I thank you, for your laft, kind letter ; 
but cannot attempt to make uny retams ia 
this. I liave been fp yefy un^ieeli, dark, and 
deje£Ud, t|iat I have had little heart for any 
Ijiing! 

Erer&ice laft Sabbath, X have been fight* 
ing in the dkrk, except a few tnoineilts on 
3yionday evening ; one of the fliorteft, fwect- 
cil feafons, I ever had 1 I could not account 
for it in any other way, than that my worthy 
friend was praiying for me. I iclt in a fmall 
degree, what 1 was ; and had alfo feme view^ 
lof the inHJnite, bpundlefs compaffion, of the 
dear, divine Redeemer, towards his people!, — 
Thofe previous truths, you delivered feme 
time psdl, from li^ xK ii, which made fuch 
kn impreffioh on my tnind at that time ; now 
broke out as a fun-beam. — Bodily ftrength 
was directly exhaufted, and I could not pur* 
iue the delightful exercife; yet fomehowt 
through much darkoefs and deje&ion, the 
|;lorious char^er^ of the divine, omnipotep^ 



^tedftfmcr^ basijtMjen avfiipport' and ftajr te 
»y mind, ever fincc ! 

'^equestirjj^ an interest in your prayers stil^ 

i 4m y tmder great ebUgattons^ 

'*W . / .; / Tour wmordy friend^ 

BETTER l-Xin. / 

^ :fr,em Mt^ S. A m ibe\ttevi^Mr^ If* 

^fo. <iHd muQb',^e^nf^ Siff. ;, ., 

*' \- I thank you \for your yery acc^P^^Mc 
letter, which "has been* tdo-lqhg unnoticed > 
-dwing -chiefly to iHy 'dtfcouragemeht wittf 
fhyfelf: ' \ 

'■' A$ to the death of my dear parent, it was' 
ladecd a clofe trial. Yc^ I think, under all 
py tender feeling?, I %Ve had pleafure iti 
hxc rigbteoufnefs, jallfce^'snid wifdom, of that. 
JTentence, '^ Dust th)u^ art, and unto dust sbali 
ibou return /" even tliough executed on me, 
^nd all my dear# cnjoymentSu 1 have been 
made to tafte j. peculiar f\«te€tnefs, in going^ 
to God, und as^ it were claiming a new pro.' 
property in kirn, as the Father of the father^ 



3? 



*^ 



ft4d rMiitxA^ ^tztrmm 

U&. B^ 0« bow little do I profit^ under 
all the divine cultivations i If 1 am arlittle 
iiwakfd for a moment;, to fef the importance 
rf living to God, and being all aSivity in bis 
fervice ; how &Hxa do I di^e i^asn* O, xva 
fach ftupidity, be the fpot of God's children 1 

I have hsul very fenfible fears, that I fliould 
turn out a vile apoft^te ! — But then bad only 
two reqitefis to make; namely,. that.. I^iod 
might b^ glqsrifi^ Apon me, aqd that my en^ 
mity mi|^ never rUe againft him I I Imow 
it fliall never be fo^ unlefs the honor of God 
can be fecured, ^xxd it be made to appear by 
Xfiy wtckedne&, that it is a righteous U^ing ici 
God thus to difpofe of mie ; and furely I caa 
fft no difficulty here* 

My mind at times, fince this year corner 
menced, has been fenfibly impreffed with the 
importance of being prepared to meet God ; 
in what way^ |pd at what time fc^ever, he 
4;ometb I-^l If^now that temptations and trials 
abide me ; but when, and what, is nothings 
if I may but approve myfelf to God.«^0» 
there is fomething fo inexpreffibly fweet and 
de&rable, in being a hearty, cordial, entire 
fmni to Chrift, tbtt it exceeds every attwn- 



ment <a cartb !--AU ibiagit flmnl^ into iw»i 
things befiire this ! 

/ Mh Rn, iStr, 

' & a; 

letter lxiv. 

From tie same^ to tbc tame^ n»ritien in Ibvh 
London^ in time e/isur. 

JU9. and Dear ISr, 

Your very: acceptable letter came to 
hand, laft week«~I have met witti a dtfap« 
;pointment in not feeing the ladies, and in not 
proceeding on my journey ; but I am not 
anxious, the Lord reigns, hath the difpofal 
j^(. all my i^airs, and hath dene ail things 
welL O, what confummate wifdom, what 
glorious fovereignty, and what tender care* 
liath attended me, through every ftcp of my 
lif(p» — What obligations am I under ! Ho^ 
reafonable tb&t I ihould, with entire confi- 
dence, and abfolute fubmiffioni reft all with 
'himl 

\ The protcaion: lately granted, mf dear 
JTcwport friends, Jays me under new bondst 



—What fliall -1 render to the Lwdi ,| «# 
jure this additional favour^ demands tama 
ne\^, and fpecial 4«biftef and great will be 
my gufitt if J.4^||ot ffiidiefoii^ grateful re- 
turxis ! And God liath, while gracioufly ap- 
pearii^iQi^in^^apapofiOf itian% b^n^ifitihg 
me perfonally^ ^NPkh Icnring^lttfidnefs and ten- 
der meVcjr. ' He kifth gohe Wore?, and jire^ 
'parcsd 'ma agreeaUe iiiace'fer mo^ In a ftrans^ 

- The Uet. and dear Mr. Wbodbrid|e, xfy. 
jprefented the neceffity t)f tny ftaying feme 
lime ^i^ >im, in Mi loW efta^e! fte i$^ 
Smch fc^tter^.n^a^s iiOl^ ^ &hfibl$ of .it hin^ 
|bl£ t^U whole ^ondu£t is fall of inftru^ioiu 
r^Ji^s pvjayerf ar^ fnotft excellent;, and refreft^' 
ing ; itiwhiph he fcems\o rife to God, andf 
^mi|e in himi ^Ith the nioft entire latisfacV 
llorv iHCannot pve yptt an.ideai of the agree* 
able, divine temper, which he exhitSts. — O 
Sir^ Lamunder peculiar advantages, and am 
X^idy to tiiink, that I can never forget this 
interview; pfoccially with thd vrorthy Mr." 
W. his foul feems all attention, tqkiiQw the 
mind of God, in bis difpenfations towar49: 
him. For* this,, he «arn?illy requefls the^ 
^rayers^ of his friends ; and for thjs, I alfo . 
e^ all your prayers, fbr.him.— You m«il«Il . 



jhelp tbe, to Cqlfil tbat divine precept, to feel; 
^e good df the people with whom I fojoufn# 



LETTER LXV. 
:'^Q fie same. — Tbe ean^usion of a Letter^ 

The caufe of truth, appeared fo infinite^ 
ly important, ths^ when I was fo exhapfted, 
&at I could fay no more, I could not ceafo 
^priDg, come Lord Jjefua ; O .come, in the 
^ifplagr and vindication of divine truth*— > 
]^ut the views and eicevcifes I had, on thit 
.^ccafion, cannot, be expre0ed« But alas, ( 
^ave been ready to think, for fome weeks 
paft, thiatt my praying-times were over, fuch 
tiegrpes of (lupi^ity prevail ; and whien I gaiii 
fk little yiew of 4ivine and eternal things 
which ,engages me in that excrcife my bodily 
^rength immediately fails, or feme diforder 
ifeizes me, that 1 am not able to continue t— 
O, that l! might ceafe tp be mortal, when I 
^eafe to priiy ; and iiiy harp be tuned, for. 
^morts(;l, incelTant pr^fel 

O that the wife, the kind Redeemer, woiiM 
^idmitme to the unwearied ferviees of his 
kingdom above !-^Kefled be <?od, he hatk. 
employment enough, for all his people ; and 
'figOkVtn is Qota fiate of iaadivitjr ! O die% 
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the Loi^d rmgfi«« uni I Wf^ vtifm^ Q mijr 
tbe eyerlafling God ite jroiir refuge; and his 
fuloefe your abundant fiipply, for all the im- 
portant fervip9q,:t4| vAhh lie b4th called you* 

Tour;, mi4^ibej^i^!9t%aJtim* r 

\ LE'TTER Lvt ■ 

i PeiJtt^f ambct iMt^i n^i^^^ 

G'pd Jaipw.eth, howr often jo^W^inif'' 
pftered to my iJQCcffities, in yoiir puWic 4ii? 
^«jirfe$,— Ywr ferrhon, Ijift T.bur0ay'eyj5(i- 
ing» was peculiarly adapted to tny csdyp !-^Q 
|iDw fwift are my feet to Ihed /blood ! S^fCfly 
I heed the moft enlarged, and exjd$ed'vj^w?f 
5>f the bottudleis, fovereigngrajqeof Qod, an4 
the infinite wbrthjnefs, excellence^ ppwer^ 
iind fufficiencjr of the glorious Redeemer, irj 
order to maintain a hope, that ever fuch a lofi;^ 
/wretched creature a^ I am, can be redeemed 
fra» €ji iaiqaHy. . And if I i»ow knour my 
ii>wn bewt, the grwtda: defire I haw f#r mjr 
pn^n &lvatiea is^ tbsft tbefe on^y be m0lgnifi«> 
ftd in it ; and that they (SbaU be, beyood att 
li^fiooeptaooj if mattAT ^i ^eroal f mift 1 



V LETTBH LXVa 

From Miss S. J. to tbcsmncj^tn. .; 

RHi and iteAr Sir^ 

. I^m Very fcnfibly. afiefte^, wiA youf 
lafe mdifpofition— rt heard nothing oFit ti^jl 
laft (evening, when. I was deprived the plea- 
fore and profit of ypur cohverfttion ; yet t 
hope this providence , fliall not be in vain.— ^ 
O, my dear Sir, what pleafure do 1 enjoy, iu 
having fach a glorious, kind, compaffion&te, 
an-fefficieMi aad infinitely tvife l(ede^«^t% 
intdiRfhde htads I caneetmmit my dear, and 
mviltabhi friend ! To him, I think, I have 
HHrtri giV^Q up alllny right, And the/privt* 
leges and enjoym^nt^ uc^r his fervaot, aU 
my wiflies abd defires for them* I have 
fiotbiCig left ! If I take back, I iball be ^il> 
ty of thfc mbft h»rid facrilege ! But.tMsJ 
know I Ihall do^ if ibvereign grace do not 
prevent, 

Since laft evenings I have feen it fo infi- 
nitely fit, fafe and happy, to have this, my 
dear friend and paftor, with every circum- 
fiance of his, in the hands of Chrift, and at 
his wife difpofal ; that I with confidence 
leare him tbere^ knowing he will do more 
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ftf Bim, tli«i 1 can aft: or thiak ! l^ifo 
litie^ will promote bis own intereft| in whic!) 
youareengag^ 

. All is well ! It Is enough that JeTus 
litres and reigns i O, let him govern, let 
liim difpofe ; and O ! let me never retreat^ 
w rebel ! O I may Jefos fill your foul' with 
divine communications, and delightful con-/ 
folatidn, in a view of the Majefiy, glory, beaa« 
tyf extent^ and duration, of bis kingdom ! ' 

t thank you Sir, for your fermons on Bap* 
tifm : I read them with inexpitilible plea« 
fure. They have been the moft inftrudiiig^ 
and fatasfaftory to me, of any thing I evei^ 
met with, on the fubjeO. I could not but 
aardently wifli, they ntight be made public— « 
O, what obligations am I und^r, for what 
Cod has done for me, through your labouttf 
to leave all future events with him ! 

I amf dear Sify jfour unwanfy^ 

LETTER LXVIIL ^ 

7o tifc Same* . 

Rev. and dear Sir^ 

\ thank you, a thouiand times, far yoor 



I:* 



Jaftj but much regretted, that you &oul(i 

fentertain any opinion of me, which fequld 

prevent your prcffing all that inftruftion on 

jnie^ whieh y^u WAuld on the moft ignorant 

jcrcatur? ii^the world.-^I am ready to thinks 

I (i^W was more untraftable,. under any prcu 

yid^aice, tbajtt I hariB been under my late bci 

rcavement. ^ - 

* * . ' 

Siirely the wife, the righteous, and holy 

God, had dcfigns in it, even- towards mc^ 
which I haye not properly noticed and im- 
proved.— Surely there was infinitely more 
I iaftruftion in it, than I have received. And 
yet, 1 think, I never had a more real, arid 
sEbiding delight, in devoting myfelf and aU- 
my enjoyments to God', and in viewing a]t 
■ alt his difpofal ! I have thought, what if God 
w«»^ about tomake an exchange with me; 
, take from me my dear relatives, and give me 
grace and ability, to obtain precious fouls for 
Chrift^ In this view, I have felt an inex- 
preflible pleafure j. and when all were gone, 
wifhed for ten thoufand more tO'Cxehange ! 
But I know it doth not become me, to make 
conditions.-^Let the Lord do^ as feemeth 
him good* 

Ts there any true benevalence, in eftc^m* 
i^g it^ privilege, to have dear relatives and 



S. A. 
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friends, merely that we may give th«m «p at 
the call of God ? Or/ is this inconfiftent 
with that natural affcdlion, which we ought 
to have. Would fuch a pleafure imply a.de- 
jpifing the chaflening of the Lord? Dear 
Sir, 1 rely on your candour, and am, 

. Tour obliged^ . 

LETTER LXIX, 

To the Same* 

Dear Sir^ 

I thank you for your laft unmerited fa- 
vour. O, that I had a hqart, to improve the 
rich privileges, with which a gracious Pro- 
vidence indulges me ! 

By your kind condefcenfion to me, you 
are making work for yourTelf ; but this 1 be- 
lieve will not difcourage you, if my unteach- 
ablenefs does not. I wifh for inftrudlion ; 
and my pride would like to obtain iU without 
cxpofing my own ignorance ! — But I ftiall 
venture, on the kindnefs and candour, of my 
Reverend and efteemed paftor ; and, m my 
broken manner, propofe fome queries, re^ 
fpc^ing what is termed approprlatit^ faiths 



^. 
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Perhaps you will be obliged to tell the dream^ 
as well as the interpretation* 

I have rejeflcd the idea, of faith's conCfl:* 
ing in a belief, that Christ died for me in par^ 
ticuIar.-^But poffibly I have been holding 
the fame idea, in fome other form of expref- 
fion. Permit me then to afk. When a perfon 
feels himfe If infinitely guilty and vile, juUly 
condemned by the holy and righteous law 
of God ; acknowledges, againft thee, and 
thee only, have I finned ! &c, V/hen this 
perfon has a view of the divine Redeemer, 
in his infinite beauty and worthinefs, who 
hath magnified the law, and made it honour- 
able ; hath brought in everlafting righteouf- 
nefs, and is mighty to fave ; doth he not, in 
flying for refuge, to lay hold on the hope fet 
before him, choofe Ghrift, for bis Almighty 
Saviour ? — ^He hath been crying, God be 
merciful to me^ a finner ; here he beholds 
mercy ; doth he not embrace it, for himself? 
— Doth he not receive Ghrift, as his Prophet, 
Prieft, and King ? — Although he cannot 
know that he is fo, until be hath acbnfciouf- 
nefs, that he hath complied with the terms 
of the gofpel. Although I believe, the foul 
is chiefly taken up, with adoring views of 
the'glory of God, in the face of Jefus Ghrift ; 
^t, as the diviae law hath been brought 
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kome« with application to themfelvcs, To 1 
think they will make application to the Re- 
deemer, for themfelves ; and may not thcfe 
cxercifes arife, from a regard to the glory of 
God ? — But it is time I fhould flop, and (uh* 
icribe. 

Xhur ufmorthy frietid^ 

S. A. 

IT. B. Dottbtleff mtny wonld be glad to fee tlie 
Anfiter« .t% the above LtUcr ^ it it .therefore inicrtfA 
liere* 



LETTER LXX. 

^An AnsweTy to the ^uestions^ in the last Letter, 
by the JRev. Mr^ H. 

!^i€stion. Although faith doth not con- 
fifi in believing that Chrift died for 77;^, In 
particular; yet, is there not a degree oi ap- 
propriaiien, in all true faving faith ?— Does 
not the believer, fee Chrift a fuificient Sa- 
viour /or him ; doeshe not fly to Chrift, for 
th<it very, deliverance and falvation, which 
he feels be wants ; and does he not truft in 
him, for this falvation, for himself? 

Anmuer i. The fianer, in believing on 



jQiVifti 4oes fee, that in Chrifl there is a fufi. 
cient remedy for him; eapugh tofupply aU* 
Us wants* 

2. Salvation by Chrift, eren that very fal- 
vation which he gives, fuits and pleafcs his 
heart, and he defires this, falvation ; yea, he 
trufts in Chrifl: for it, and heartily accepts 
of It* 

3* All this may be, yet the (inner not 
nave the l«a(l thought, that he hadh an inte- 
reft in Chrifl:, and this falvation i nor arty 
particular thonghl, orrefkdion, about his 
own falvation, whether he fliall be faved, or 
not ; but be wholly taken up, in attending 
to the pleafing, glorious things, which hd 
fees inthe gofpeU 

4. But fo far as he reflefts, on the mifery, 
and dreadfulnefs of a fl.ate of fin, and eternal 

. deftruftion, with application to himfelf; and 
on the fufficiency^ and glory of Chrifl, and 
the worth of falvation by him ; he will be 
filled with a pleating bopCy of this falvation. 
•—But as the delirc of this falvation, and 
^ven a fight and belief of it, has its founda- 
tion in a benevolent, dlfiatcrefled turn, or 

. afFeftion of his heart ; fo the hope, which 
fprings from this, cannot be a fclfiih thing ; 
but benevQlence is, as it were, the very life 
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ind foul of it ; or, it i» a hope^ of the gloty 
0i Gad.* — This hope may be, and flourifii 
to a confideral^le degree ; while the perion 
4oes not think tha^t he doqs be^liev.e^ or has 
IL9 injcreft in Chrift. 

5. But when the mind comes to reflect oh 
its own exercifes, which aro by the Spirit of 
God caufed to be lively and ftrong, itwHl 
hare a CQnfcioufnefs that it dotji believe, and 
truft, in Ciirift, forfalvation; and fo far %s 
this takes place, he will think of Chrift, aiid^ 
apply to him, as kis Savipvir, who h|ith died 
iforhirn. — Yea, 

6. The veryfirft aft of faith, maybe fo 
ftrorfg, and attended with fuch circumftanc- 
«s, that the perfon may hare a confcioufncfe, 
and even affurance, that Chrift is offered, 
freely ; and that he doe^ accept of him, and 
truft in him.r— But then, this is not effential 
to true faith ; hut in fuch a ca(e, only an ^* 
•tend ant pf i|t:,— In a word, 

7. The finner, in the>exercVfe of true faith, 
always trufts in Chrift, asjible and willing 
to favt him ; and trufts in him, and receives 
him for bimulf^ or as his Prince and Sa- 
Ariour; that is, is willing and choofes he 
jQipuld be fo. — He flics to Chrift, as a refyge 
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For himfelf J as the only hope fet before hin^^ 
-^Butthis may be, without any. pprfuafion, 
that his prefent exercifes are, a trufting in 

\<Ihuift, receiving him, flying to him, &c.-— 

/ So he may be at the greateft diftance from 
looking pn Chrift as his Saviour, in any pe- 
culiar, or appropriate fen&; or as having 

^interefi: in.himy more than any iinner ofx 

^?arth.. 

This, however, does hot exclude hope .of 

'falvation, but rather includes it ; which hope 

is as different, from that of an unregenerate 

iinner, as benevolence is from felfifhnefs^*-i> 

And whenever he comes to- hope, and be 

confident, that be does believe in Chrift, his 

hope is not a felfilhonct but benevolence 

is the very foundation of it ; fo that his hope 

and alTurance of falvation would give him 

ino pleafure, would do him no good, and in- 

v.deed would ceafe to be Chriftian hope, w^ 

. not the glory of God., and the greateft gene- 

> ral good, include ia it, and promoted 
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LETTER LXXr. 

frcm Mrs. 0. io the Rev. Mr. ^— , of S: 
gi%ing some account of ber exercises in the 
time of firing m the tff^n^ by the BHiisk 
Sbips^ > 

Severend^ md dear Sir^ 

When a friend proTidentiallf brought 
mef your letter, I rejoiced much to hear of 
your welfare, and anxioufly deiired to fpea3c 
to my worthy friend. The bearer kindfy 
cffered, to write for me.* We had but littte 
time ; my thoughts were as the fwellings of 
•Jordan, language failed ; aiid doubtlefs con- 
veyed ideas different from my meaning.'— ^-I 
b^e been much dilTatisfied with fome parts 
«f my letter^ efpecially my omiflions — as I 
did not tell my dear friend, how much I had 
borne him on my heart, nor fo much as to 
aik the continuance of his prayers for me, 
though I doubt not *the mercies with whtsh 
I have been indulged, both fpiritual and tcta* 
poral, as alfo the prefervatioas and deliver^ 
ance of Newport ; are in anfwer to your«^ 
and others of God's people's prayers. And 
fure I am, I had rather had an intereft in the 
prayers of the people of <5od, than to poffefs 

f Mrt.^Oibora'M/i^Of«vbidiier wrkitic with her owh hanO, 
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pillions of gold and filver. And now Sir, 
I earneftly beg. you will not ceafe to pray foir 
xne. O, pray that I may be a widow indeed ! 
*— Solemnly devoted to God, to my lateft 
breath ; and may the bell of bleffings reft on 
you,. and yours for^ever ! 

Forgive, dear Sir, if you think my afler- 
tions were too bold, refpefting the fafety of 
God's little remnant. I had at that time, 
iuch a view of the adorable attributes, of the 
-Infinitely glorious, unchangeable, faithful, 
icovenant-keepdng Jehqvah, and the fafety 
*of ^U thofe who trufted in him, that 1 could 
not find language to exprefs my ideas! 

'* Verily, though iniracles have ceafed, God 
5s .the only refuge of his pftople ! — The name 
of the Lord, is a ftrong tower.-— He is an 
• sfll-fufficient good, in the abfcnce of the dear* 
eft enjoyments on .earth !— -Happy people, 
^whofe God is the Lord ! 

.'^ The ftrength and courage I mentioned, 

•'^bich God gracioufly gracioufly granted me 

*in times of danger ; was not the refult of 

-any confident perfuafion, that I Ihould not 

' "-be flain. — No ! when the 4>uUets were whift- 

. iing around me, I realized the tiext might 

Jhave a.commifiion to reaqh fn^« and if this 

was the way, iufinite wifdom had chofen, I 



^ . 



had no objeftion to make.r— I chofe neiflier 
life, nor death, only that God might glorify 
himfelf in me ; and that, whether I lived, or 
died, I might be the Lord's, — I knovr every 
fiiot was directed by unerring wifdom ;*and 
cvei-y heart of the ^nemy, as tnucb at hi? 
controul, who hath faid to the reftlefs ocean, 
hitherto fhalt thou come, and no further j 
"and here fliall thy proud waves be ftayed. 

Thus I retted, on God.— Oh! boundlefs 
grace, adorable fovereignty ! — Why was I 
not rather called to drink, the very dfegs, of 
the cup of his difpleafure ? — ^Why was I not 
made, even a terror to myfclf, and all around 
me ! I^ who have had fo great a hand, in 
drawing down the judgments of God upon 
us! — Oh, my friend, adore, with me ; let 
the Lord alone be exalted ; and let me be 
reckoned, among the chief of finners I 

Through the goodnefs of that God, who 
hath faid, I "will never leave thee, nor for- 
Ikke thee, I am again called to fet up my 
Ebenezer ; for hitherto the Lord hath help- 
ed me. I have been unwell, but through 
mercy am better. 1 have known no fufFer- 
ings, this hard winter,* but what hath be^n 

* After the Britifti evacuated Nevrp«rt« and the town WM 
U VRftt of almoa every comfort 4>f life. 
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the cffeft of fympathy : for while many 
ethers have been ready to perifh, 1 have had 
a conflant fupply of food and feweL 

Touching Zion's caufe ; my dear fir, fine© 
i wrote you, while thinking on the fad thingg 
we bemoan ; I have betn much rcfrelhed 
with the thought, that when Elijah complain« 
ed that true religion was loft, God had re- 
ferved to himfelf feven thoufand.— And who 
can fay*, that God has not many more in this 
dark time, than we are aware of* I reft in 
this truth, ** The foundation of God ftand- 
eih fure ; having this feal, the Lord know- 
cth who are his." — And though the preva- 
;Ience of error and delufion, are matter of 
fore lamentation ; yet, may not mourners 
in Zion,, be comforted in this, that the 
chofen of God, fliall never be finally deceiv- 
ed ; though fuch fhouM arife, as would, if 
. poffible, deceive the very eleft. — We kno»v, 
that the gatds of Hell, Ihall never prevail a- 
gainft that Church, which Chrift hath pur- 
chafed with his own moft precious blood* 

Bleflcd be.. God, the great Head of the 

jCburch, in whom dwells all the fullnefs of 

the Godhead bodily, is equal to all the work 

ailigned him; able to protect and defend 

O 
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iiU own, as well as to redeem them.*-rMaBy 
jiot all that hath befallen us, both in ChurcU 
and State, ferve rather to ftrengthen, thau 
ftaggcr our faith ; fince our divine Redeemer 
faithfully warned us of the coming of fuch 
things, in the latter days. — ^Wc fee that nat 
one jot or tittle of his word fails, in this part ; 
and fiiall not latter-day *j&rM»w^^, be as truly- 
fulfilled. — May we not lift up our. head^, 
becaufe redemption draweth nigh ! — Oh, Sir^ 
when I get fall hold of that foundation-trutht 
ipoken by precious Chrift himfelf, " All ths^t 
the Father hath given me, sJl^aU come unto 
me ; and him that cometh, I will in no wife 
' caft out.*' Then, as faith Mr. fcUioj:, 
** Faith lies at Anchor, in the midft of waves 
and billows ; and believes the accompliih- 
ment of the promifes.*'— Then I can travel, 
not only x>ver this vaft continent, but ov^r 
. all the globe ; and be affurcd, that qvery foul 
born, or yet unborn, who were given to 
Chrtft in the covenant of redemption, ihall 
^ come to him ; andof thofe whom the Father 
* hath given him, he will lofe none, no not 
one : Even in this dark day, none Ihall pluck 
them out of bis hands i 

. And when the fet time to favour Zion Is 

come, then Chrift will be avenged on Sataa 

'for air the milchlef k^ hath done; the old 



'jlitpetU Ihall be bound, that he deceive th^ 
nations no more ! God ihall pour out his 
spirit, in plentiful effufions* The knowledge 

4)f God, Ihall cover the earthi> affthir waters 
fill the fea.— Then Chrift Jefus ivill reig* 

. ^triumphant, King o£ Nations, as he is noW^ 
King of Saints^ Amen* Hallelujah I S<>^ 
come Lord Jefus^^Whethet you or I, fliali 

4ive to fee the dawn of that bleffcd day, is 
»ot known to us. But if we are fo happy, as 
to arrive fafe ia Heaven; before it com- 
mence ?• whew there^ is joy among the An- 
gels, ^oycr one finner, that repenteth, what 

r.traijfports of joy fhall we behold, when miL 
Urns repent ; when a nation^ is born* in* %- 
day ! — Shall we not then be partakers of that 

. joy, which is unfpeakable, and ftill of glory I 
T-Shallnot cur fouls* exultv in feeing the 
glory, of the ones crucified, but now rifen, 

. afccnded, enthroned Redeemer !— Thanks- 

. be to himt, Ihat he hath'faid ;' ** Father, I 
Will, that thofe whom thou haft givtn me» 
be with me, where* 1 am; to behold xqsf 

, glory !**— Ohpray, that I mav be prepared^ 

.. for this i: 

Thefe are the comforts, oti which I livei 

•*-^Pray, Sir, pardon the length of my letter r 

-Teould not flop, my heart was full ; and ii» 

|fr jprobabte, this is theiaft time tlhall be pcA- 
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jnitted ta fpedc to you in this world|,^9^ 
every attempt to indite, is an ot.ertliro^ to 
jny feeble frame. — I. thank you, Sir, fofrmU 
^oiff pall indulgence ; and for all the helps 
.'you have afforded nic^ In my various trials. 
— The Lord, reward you.«— May a doubly 
portion of his Spirit, reft upon you. — ^May 
you circr tafte the/fweetnefs of, the ** Lo, I 
am with you, always ;" til!, having turnt^. 
many to rightcoufncfs; ycu finifhyour courf(?, 
and enter into tlie joy of your Lord !— Fare- 
well, my dear fii^nA; farewell P Pleafe 
to give my tender love to your ipoufe, and 
daughter ; and accept the fame yourfelf,-^ 
|*ram . * 

Tmn^ in the dfligh^l himds •ftwf^ 
gratitude^ and Jtiendsbip^ 

, ^ ' ^ /;• : 6.- ex. • 

LETTER LXXIL 

, Trom Mtt. O. $0 Deacm — -♦ 

fTarify Sir^ * 

Yours, of March 29, 1769, came not to 
hand, till June 24th. I now write, to return 
you a thoufand unfeigned thanks ; for yoitf^ 
kind, endearing, friendly, and Chriftian cau- 
tion. — Blefied be thou of the Lord ; \nA 
|deff«d be thine advice l~The Lord fanai^ 



It to me, as a prercrvative againft the fin of 
Devils, that monfter of monfters, Spiritual 
Pride !— That fm^ wlHch would rob God, of 
all his glory; and even dethrone^ the Majef- 
ty of Heaven, if in its power, and fet up the 
Idol, Self, in his room I . 

' . Can the jealous eye qf Jehovah, be^r Xhv&i 
-yrithout the utrnqft indignation and "abhqtr-; 
•rence 1-— What can pmvoke, this facred Ma* 
jpfty more, than the preyalency of t;his fin ; 
or caule him to leave the foul, influenc^td by 
it, to fall into fcandalqus fius, to its humili* 
ation ? — " Pride -goes before deftruftion^ 
atfid a haughty Spirit, )>^i|^ a fall.-r^" G.o4 
refiftcth Wie proud/^ — Oh, Sir, I. have lived 
more than fifty-fire years ; and more thaa 
thirty-two of thfcm, have been fighting^ , 
wutching, praying, weeping, and groanin^g^ 
for deliverance from this monfter, with a 
^houfand heads \ — And yet, muft lay my 
hand upon my breaft, and fay, the Traitor 
is there ftill; to the breaking of my heart ! 
•^^I fiind it intermixing itfelf, -with . every 
►attempt I mal^e, to glarify God ! — And oh» 
bow does it cW the,, foul to the quick, to find. 
t|ie moft folemn, ardent, and vigorous civties^ 
tainted with pride and felf ! 

^ ^ Ch, Sir, very fore have been my trials and 
conflias,' on atcotsit of my charafilcr j and 
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corrcfpondence.with my fuperiors ! By thefe; 
things, I have foittet;tmes appeared to myfclf, 
as a itrark fet up, for S.atan to Ijevel all hisf 
darts "agamft.—l have :wanted to hide, oi^ 
creep into feme fecret corner, to avoid the^ 
rage of fiii and hell ; — ^but ftill. Providence 
has forbid ; and withoutj my feeking, corref- 
pondents havp increafed ujxjn me from time 
to time, and great good hath God brought 
to my weary foul hweby! — Bleffed be God^ 
she favours me.Vith the counfel of the judi* 
^iousi the faithful, and -the wife. — This is t 
privilege, God hath indulged me with ; and 
why Ihould Tcaft it aiway," merely becaufi? 
i3od hath made irife^ and my poor perfornx-i 
anccs, acceptable to my friends ? 

If he will difpkyJruf divine fovereignty, 
in fuch a babe ; ought 'I not to fay, " Evea 
fo, Father, for fo k fceipeth good, in thy 
fight t'' ' ... 

My pen, as well as myfelf, have long, I 
truft, been foleranly given up to God, to be 
tifed for him, and for none other ; and when, 
through fore conflifts, I am tempted to lay 
it afidci the fin of the flotbful fervant, flares 
me in the face ; and I dare not !— Befides, 
every friend, as you have n^w done. Sir, lays 
jne under an obligation, to anfwe/ theift.-w 
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Was I not to anfwer you* .what could yoyi 
«€6nclude, but that I wasoiFended at your 
eridearing faithfulhcfs; and I Cannot bear 
'the thought. Had you applauded rue, 
1 had uaufeated your Ep:ftle, . and , per* 
Jiaps never anfwerf d it ; but now, though I 
at firft relucted at wfitinu^ yet 1 am conftrain- 
*cd to beg a continuance, not only of your 
kind caution, but ©f your reprpgfs too, if yQH 
.4ee it needful.— Let the righteous fmite mfc» 
it fliall, I truft, be an, excellent oil, that ihall 
not break ray heac^J ;, As to the charitable 
opinions, which you and others entertain of 
my having grace ; in trutli I truft, through 
.adorable fovereignty, . which hath'triujnphed 
*over the chief erf finner^^ that you are not . 
axiillaken, - - 

I dare not fay, I have no gracf ; or that 
1 do not know, the Lord Jefus Chrift; bi* 
w-as to the opinion t)f any, that I am an emi- 
nent Chriftian, &c. it avails but little with me ; 
:fo long as 1 daily find fin, worfe than a Mor- 
. .ditai, fitting at the gate, arfd refufing to bow! 
^ — The opinian of others, fo far as 1 know it, 
1 conclude, proceeds from their own humili- 
fty, or their ignorance of me ; for to myfelf, 
1 appear to fall awfully fhort, la every pecu- 
liar excellency, I *fee in them,- — And all the 
peculiar iniperfcaions, that 1 may fee ia ona 



Mnd another, which I might wifh were other;* 
wjlfe, I turn inward, and find them all cen- 
tring in pc.: So that 1 Ml conftrained to in- 
fo ribe ixnmykl£^ whott compared with other 
Chijcftiws, le& than theleaft, of all Saints! 
—•And when compared with the law of God» 
no m©re wprthy to be cabled his ! — ^Thui 
Gpd prefervcs me, from being puffed upj 
hy keeping me, in a degrei^ in fight of my. 
felf* 3ut if pride, is jin a degree fuppreffed 
this way, I run into another extreme ; no lef$ 
provoking, in tlie fight of God, viz. finful 
4ifcoaragemenf; difiruil of hig grace; and 
iforget the Lor4, my Maker.f— And when J 
feel myfelf thus forlorn, and am filled with 
icl/4oathing5 feeing fin in every comer, *^ I 
fear continually every day, becaufe of the fiiiy 
©f the opprcffor ; as if he were ready to dp* 
•^lroyJ'^ 

Perhaps I have never heard cf the fall of' 
;any Chriftian, for many years ; but it is al- 
jnoft inceflantly fuggefted, it is my turn next> 
.—-And when 1 wrote to yoii laft fall. Sir, I 
was under diftrcffing fears p£ tjiis ! My own 
fms appeared fo provoking in the fight of 
God, that I feemed to ftand upon a precipice^ 
ready for a plunge every moment ! I am 
joften conftrained to fay, in the bitternefii of 
Riy jTquI, As the Lord liveth, I have po>ojpp 



i)filan(Kng» but in himfelf done f for Izta * 
every way cxpofed I— But Oh, fincc Omnipo- 
tence, and faithfulneib itfelf, hath hitherto 
upheld me, is not my dear Redeemer iUU at' 
able to keep me from falling now^ as to pre« . 
fent me faaitlefs at laft I Is not his grace ^ 
faScient for me, rile as I am ! And though 
God ftands in no need of me, to uphold his 
honour and glory ; yet, fmce he hath, condei 
fcended to fay to mortals, ye are my wit- ■ 
neffcs ; .ceafe not to pray, dear Sir, that I 
niay (land to my iateft breath, a witnefs tm 
his truth and faithfulnefs. — That he will 
make fin and Satan know, that i have an 
Almighty friend I He, who will nqt deliver 
jne up, nor fufFer any to pluck me out of his 
hands; who hath faid, ** Becaufe I live, y^ 
fliall live alfoi"— With me, thou Ihalt be 
in Jafe-guard.'' . 

May I not yet, lift up my drooping head* 
and take courage ? From union to Chrift, 
by faith ; from the tenor of the new, and 
.cverlafting covenant ; the intcrccffion of my 
glorious Advocate in Heaven ; arid the 
ppomifes of God, that he will never leave me 
nc>r forfake me ? Oh, th^t I may look to 
^ Jefus ; who was the author, and^will be the *. 
finiflier of my faith I Will not God, for hit 
4>kCt go pn to fprgiye me, as he hath clonei 
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(from Egypt, tvtn until n6w) blot out m^ * 
tranfgreffions as a cloud, and fpc;ak peace 
and- pardon to my foul! Will he not look * 
ontbt face of his anointed, and for his fake« 
Afcngthen me With ftrength, in tmy fouL; 
rcontinue me att inftance of his {bvereign 
gmce here, tilt Be take me to be a monu- ' 
.mental pillar, in his temple above 1 

Thanks be to God, for fome fpring to my 
liope, at this time; That after all my trials, 
the great Captain of my Salvation, will bring 
me out of the field of Sattle, more , than s. 
conqueror, through hj^s grace I Bleffed be 
God, who hath r aifed me up a praying friend, 
here and there, for this purpbfe I 

But it is time"^ to beg you will fqrgivfe.my '- 
intrufion on your patience. You have open- 
.«d fuch a door of freedom, Sir, and I found •- 
the field I was in fo large, IcoUld not fpeedilj 
vg^t out. 

May the Lord ,go on, to enrich your pre- 
^cious foul!— May you mount up as on eagle's j 
mtigs, toward Heaven ; run, and not be 
weary ; walk, and not faint ! — That the joy ^ 
of the Lord, maybe your ftrength, till you 
^arrive in glojy i is the hearty dcfire, of 

Tour much obl^cd^ unvwiiy friend:^ 



LETTER L«XUL 

Tram Mrs. 0, t(^a Lady in England j^ tec Am 
\ simed by the Death of the Rev. Dr. Guise. , 

Dear Madam^ 

Altliipugh I have not had the honour of 
X correfpondence with you, yet as you are 
th« only furviving branch of my Rev. and 
honored Uncle^s family, I beg your accept- 
ance of a few lines. I intended to hav^ 
Written, and returned thanks \o my Unclc^ ' 
for the book he fent me, but was prevented. 

' I niourn, with your Iionored mother"; yo« 
Snd your confort ; the church, and the pub* 
l|c, the lofe.of .my Qoufin Quife, and of ,my 
Beverend Untie ! May God, of his infinite 
jnercy, make up, to all of you, in himfelf, 
and in his Chrift, what he hath taken froiti 
y©u in the creature 1 What reafon have we 
to blefs God, who continued them to us fo * 
long ; and made them fo rich a bkffing !— 
That God fo glorified, himfelf in them \ and 
hath now rcleafed the weary Pilgrims, froia 
all their bodily infirmities^ and from the in- 
tolerable burden, sin ! O, xould we zSk : 
them back, might we be heard ? Were they 
xu)t made perfe£t in holinefs, at des^ ? Did 
.tttf y not immediately pafs into glory ,? Led; 
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US peep a little, after \them ; fet how they 
worfhip, before the throne, of a h<dy Godi 
and in the moft humble, yet exalted ftrain ; 
calting * down theif crowns ; and ihouting 
forth the praifes of re4eeining love, and difil 
tinguifhing grace, which hath brought them 
thei!fei 

Were they not made the happy inftru- 
tnentSt of turning many, to righteoufncfs?' 
And do we not by faith, fee thofe &ining as ^. 
the brightnefs of the firmaments and as the 
ft'ars forever and ever ! Are they not, with : 
open face, beholding tjie lovely Jefus; and 
drinking. in the communicablie perfections ot 
Jehovah ! Satisfied with his Jikenefs ! Bleffed * 
hi God, I have frequently been refrefhed, in 
tracing the precious fouls to their everlaffing 
homel Thanks be to God, to me, they are 
not loft, but found ! While they were ia 
Old- England, I had no hope of feeing them, • 
they were at a great diftance from me ; but] 
I7(ni;, they are brought nigh,' and through rich 
atid fovereign grace, I hope for a fpeedy and 
joyful meeting ! I am, I truft, haftening to • 
them apace. Then, fi-eed from the odious 
tody of fin, under which I groan ; and 
clothed with my dear Redeemer's fpotlefs 
robe ; I ihall, with them, be a perfe£t woiv 
ihi]^er 4 . 1 ^Hl faU proilratc and adol^f. 



d blcffcd be God, .fin cjpinot intif nnix fif^Ii 
hqly things there!' K.o pridp ; no fel&0^ 
yic^ys'; no robbing Gpd of his, glory, ^ct .n^e 
jlkoxxt ^s loud as I mpiyi 4 a^ni res^dy ,^ 
think, ff once J arrive there, I Ihall gire way 
to none; fot futily none are under gtj»tAt 
•blij^ationS) th^ worthleis me ! 

* » ? " "»■ 

i-et:ter lxxiv. 

From Miss S. A. to a friend cenjinedby sici^ 
mss. ^ 

I could not, until Friday night, hear a 
word from you ; nor could I learn what 
were your circumftances, whether fick or 
well ; and firice then I have been fo unwell, 
I have not been able to go out ; and though 
I am now better, yet 1 have no profpe£t of 
feeing you at prcfcnt. 

O, may God be your joy and folace, in 
your confinement ! How fweet is it my 
flbear, to reali2:e Jisus^ as the great Redeemer 



iirom tlic miferies of jhe fall.— In him, fHefci 
is complete redemption, from all the &a& and 
forrows of this feilleaftate! I h%ve nofor- 
rows now, but fin ; my unlikenefs to tht 
• bleffcdGod j and fince the blood of JefuS, 
Ills Soni cleanfeth fitom all lin; I will hum* 
hfy hope, it ihall ere long, be clbmpletely 
done away, both the guilf, amd pollution of 
it.-- O, who, that hath this hope, can hefp 
rejoicing !— Jesus my atonemmi^ Jesus my 
advocatCy my surety ^ my everlafting All !— 
Jefus, my Judge and my juftifi^r ! who then 
fiiall condemn ?- 

f Have not any concerns, but what I fcft 
Jefus Chrift hath wifdom, power, gmce, tru^, 
«nd compaffion enough, to manage infinitely 
well for me^t — I am fatisfied ; ^fe or death, 
ficknefs or health, he doth all things welli— 
O, may you but enjoy his prefence, and alt 
fliall be well with you^ Be not afraid, only 
believe ; God is faithful, and will appear for 
the help of his people ! He is a God of judg- 
ment^ bleffed are they who wait for him !-n» 
In due time we ftiall reap,' if we faint not.— 
To him, my dear, I eommit you, with my 
own= foult Tours ^ in Christ Jesus^ 

S- A. 
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